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2. General Rules 

2.1. Player Participation 
2.1.1. No player present during a game shall be assigned to sit out a second inning in the 

field unless and until each and every other player has sat out one inning.  No player 
present during a game shall sit out a third inning in the field unless and until each 
and every other player present has sat for two innings; and so on. 

2.1.2. This rule shall not require the removal of a player as the pitcher before that player 
has pitched the maximum number of innings permitted per game; providing the 
player sits the inning after he is removed from the pitching position. 

2.1.3. A player pitching the last two, three or four innings of a game (depending on 
specific division innings permitted per game) must sit prior to playing the pitcher’s 
position. 

2.1.4. In certain softball and baseball divisions where there are no per game inning 
limitation for a pitcher, the player must sit to comply with rule 2.1.1 based on the 
number of players available for the game. 

2.1.5. The use of a pitcher’s maximum innings allowed per game cannot be used to 
circumvent Rule 2.1.1. 

2.1.6. NOTE: In the case of a shorten game a team may not be able to comply with Rule 
2.1.1 and in that instance there is no violation. 

2.1.7. A player arriving late to a game and misses an inning(s) does NOT count as an 
inning “sat out”.  Player must be present to register his/her sit inning.  

2.1.8. Sanctions for violation of the “Player Participation Rule” will be imposed at the 
discretion of the elected board, up to and including forfeit of one game for each 
inning in which a violation occurred. 

2.1.9. Use a rotational batting order: All players must bat in rotation from the first to the 
last player on your team who is present at the game. 

2.1.10. If a player needs to leave a game either for injury or any other reason, his turn will 
be skipped in the lineup with no further penalty will result. 

2.1.11. A player arriving late to a game MUST be placed at the bottom of the lineup. 
2.1.12. Players that are NOT present at the time the lineups are exchanged between 

managers cannot be in the lineup and must be added to the bottom of the lineup 
upon the player’s arrival (see rule above). 

2.1.13. Pinch hitting is not allowed 
2.1.14. No team should forfeit a game because of a lack of 9 players (baseball), 10 

players (softball). A team must have at least seven players in order to play a valid 
game. 

2.1.15. If a team has less than 7 players, 15 minutes after the start game time, it will result 
in a game forfeit. 
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(Player Participation Continued) 

2.1.16. Substitution Rule - Each year at the start of the Spring Season, The Vice 
President of each Division will declare at the managers meeting if they intend on 
using the “Substitution Rule” for the season. The “Substitution Rule” States - Any 
team in a specific division may be designated to allow up to two “substitute players” 
(a player registered in that division who is not a member of the opposing team) as 
one of the players needed to reach the maximum number of nine players. No team 
can borrow more than two players and no team can borrow to get to over nine 
players.  The players selected to be “Substitute Players” can only be accomplished 
with the approval of the Vice President of the Division or Division Coordinator. 
NOTE:  Borrowed or substitute players may not pitch. Borrowed or substitute 
players may catch only with the permission of the player's manager. 

2.1.17. The Division Vice President Must declare in writing (e-mail sufficient) to all 
managers prior to the start of the season if the “Substitution Rule” will be used. If 
the “Substitution Rules” is in effect for the season the directive in writing must 
outline the criteria for its use.  

2.1.18. A player must play 55% of regular season recreation games in order to participate 
in the post season (exception to the rule due to “established” injury with board 
approval is possible). 

2.1.19. In consideration of overlapping team responsibilities, the order of precedence for 
North Edison players will be: 1 Recreation Game Play, 2 Travel Game Play, 
Recreation Practice, 4 Travel Team Practice. 
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2.2. Game Rules 
2.2.1. Game Time/Length will be recognized as stated within the specific Rules of each 

division.  The “No New Inning” time will be established during the ground rules 
meeting.  In the instance of coaches/players are not ready for the scheduled start 
time, the “No New Inning Time” will be measured from the games scheduled start 
time.  If in the case of umpire tardiness, the “No New Inning Time” will be initiated 
from the actual start time of the game; established at the ground rules meeting.  

2.2.2. Players may not throw their bats after making ball contact.  The umpire will issue 
a team warning to the team manger after a player throws a bat.  The next time a 
player from the warned team throws his/her bat in the same game, the player will be 
immediately called out.  No runners will be permitted to advance.   

2.2.3. The speed up rule will be optional. With 2 outs and your catcher (of the next 
defensive inning) on base, he/she may be removed from the game to put on their 
catching equipment. The last batted out in the current inning must be used as the 
replacement runner (except the current pitcher may not run). 

2.2.4. Runners MUST SLIDE OR AVOID CONTACT at any base whenever a play is 
made to that base. An umpire will call a runner out, if in his judgment, the runner 
made deliberate contact or failed to slide where possible.  Deliberate contact 
initiated by a runner or a defensive player may result in that player being ejected. 

2.2.5. A defensive player shall not block access to a base if he/she is not in possession of 
the ball. 

2.2.6. Headfirst slides are NOT permitted except when returning to a base (In High 
School Baseball Division, NHSF/NJISAA Rules apply). 

2.2.7. When running to first base from the batter’s box, the runner may not slide into 
first base. If a runner does slide, he/she will be called out. 

2.2.8. A pinch runner may be used for an injured player.  The runner will be the last 
batted out.  If a player can bat and field but not run for an entire game, the player’s 
manager must inform the umpire and opposing coach before the game begins. 

2.2.9. Metal spikes are only allowed in Senior and High School Divisions 
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2.3. Managing the Game / Game Conduct 
2.3.1. Evening games must conclude before 9:55PM, as lights on complex must be 

turned off no later than 10:00PM. There is no exception and no extension to 
complete an inning, in this case the Game scores revert to last completed inning. 

2.3.2. The home team will have the first base dugout. Each team is required to clean 
their dugout after each game. Managers must work with their team and their parents 
to see that the entire facility is kept clean. 

2.3.3. Only Coaches in Good Standing coaches will be allowed on the playing field and 
in the dugout (See Coaches in Good Standing Policy).  

2.3.4. Only Rutgers/NYSCA/Babe Ruth-certified managers and coaches will be allowed 
on the playing field and in the dugout. 

2.3.5. A maximum of four coaches (including the manager, two coaches and team 
parent/scorekeeper) are permitted in the dugout at any given time.  

2.3.6. Only two coaches are permitted on the field while their team is at bat.  
2.3.7. NOTE: Violations to the above may result in sanctions. 
2.3.8. All injuries must be attended to immediately and reported to the league in writing 

within 48 hours of the occurrence. There will be a first aid kit at each field 
2.3.9. Managers will exchange line-ups before the game using each player's last name.  
2.3.10. Manager will go over ground rules during the pre-game with the umpire; at which 

time the No New Inning Time will be established and agreed upon. 
2.3.11. Managers must keep an accurate scorebook. It should be available to the 

coordinator at all times. The winning manager is responsible for emailing the 
coordinator with the game score, pitchers used by both teams, the number of innings 
pitched by each pitcher, number of pitches thrown, the number of innings caught by 
each catcher.  All this information shall be reported to the coordinator within 24 
hours of the completion of the game. 

2.3.12. Only managers may talk to umpires about a rule interpretation or disputed call. 
2.3.13. Arguments or displays of un-sportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated.  Any 

instance of a manager or coach being argumentative, abusive or trying to intimidate 
an umpire may result in sanctions. Generally, a first incident may result in a 
warning. Any subsequent instance could result in suspension or permanent removal 
of the offending manager or coach. 

2.3.14. Managers are responsible for the conduct of their team parents and coaches to the 
extent of promoting control and allowing participation. Any instances of parents 
being abusive or intimidating toward umpires will result in their removal from the 
complex and may result in suspension. This is in concurrence with NEBS Zero 
Tolerance Policy. 

2.3.15. Any player, parent, spectator, coach or manager ejected from a game for fighting, 
inappropriate language or other unsportsmanlike behavior will be suspended from 
the next game and may face further sanctions. Any person ejected two times during 
the season will face possible suspension for the entire season.    
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(Managing the game continued…) 

2.3.16. There will be no protest based on a judgment call by an umpire.   
2.3.17. Protests for any other reason must be submitted to the Officer of the Day (OD) 

and reported to the coordinator, in writing, within 24 hours of the incident my the 
team manager. Protest should be handled at the time of the game as a “Best 
Practice”.  

2.3.18. Postponed or suspended games will be made up, if possible.  In case of bad 
weather or lightning, everyone must leave the field immediately. League rules 
specify a 30 minute delay from the last thunder. 

2.3.19. In the case of inclement weather, the Umpire or Office, the Day (OD) or Elected 
Board Member can call a game.  

2.3.20. The League’s Zero Tolerance Policy and Code of Conduct takes precedence and 
must be fully adhered to by all members of the league and all fans. 

2.3.21. If a player needs to leave a game for any reason, their position in the batting order 
will be skipped and NO OUT will be recorded in their spot in the batting order. 

 

2.4. Pitching 
See Division Rules for Specific Guidelines applicable to division play. 

2.4.1. The pitching week is Monday through Sunday.  
2.4.2. Rest requirements are not altered by the start of a new pitching week. 
2.4.3. A second trip to the mound in the same inning to talk to the same pitcher will 

result in that pitcher being replaced. A trip is allowed, and not counted for injuries, 
only with the acknowledgement of the umpire. 

2.4.4. Once a pitcher has been replaced, he/she may continue in the game but cannot 
pitch again in that game (this rule does not apply to the Rookie and Minor Softball 
and Rookie Baseball divisions).  

2.4.5. One pitch thrown in an inning counts towards the pitcher’s record for an entire 
inning. 

2.4.6. Any pitcher who hits 3 batters during a game must be removed as pitcher. 
2.4.7. A player pitching more than 1 inning must rest 1 calendar day before pitching 

again (This does not apply to the Softball Divisions). 
2.4.8. A player pitching more than 2 innings must rest for 2 calendar days before pitch-

ing again (This does not apply to the Softball Divisions). 
2.4.9. No player may pitch more than two days in a row.  

 

 

 

 


