
 
 

 

 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE: April 13, 2014 

 

MONTGOMERY BASEBALL LEAGUE (MBL) 2014 OPENING DAY  

  

On Saturday morning, April 12th, hundreds of eager young baseball players and their families turned out for 

Montgomery Baseball League’s annual Opening Day ceremonies at the McKnight Baseball Complex on Reading 

Blvd.  Wet conditions the previous week had forced the event to be postponed, but judging by the warm sunshine and 

smiling faces, it appears the right decision was made!   

The smell of hot dogs and freshly mowed grass filled the air, signaling that the boys and girls of summer were ready to 

once again shout, “PLAY BALL“!  MBL President Frank Kimick served as Master of Ceremonies as the Somerset 

Patriot’s Sparkee the Dog led the precession of players as young as 4 years old through the throngs of cheering fans 

and out onto the field.  The passion for youth baseball in Montgomery is strong, as Kimick reported a 15% increase in 

player registrations this year! 

As a few young players helped raise the American flag to officially open the season, Montgomery UMS 8th grader, 

Catie Podell, sang the National Anthem.  Catie, a member of the Princeton Girls’ Choir and the Sourland Actors Guild, 

has quite an impressive resume for her age, having also performed the National Anthem at last year’s Cal Ripken 

District Tournament as well as at MetLife Stadium for a NY Jets football game. 

Montgomery Township Mayor Rich Smith looked confident on the mound as he threw out the first pitch to former 

Mayor and current Town Council member Ed Trzsaska.  In what appeared to be a little impromptu friendly competition, 

Rich jumped behind the plate while Ed hopped on the mound to show what he could do.  For the record, both Mayors 

threw perfect strikes! 

In a very special event, Montgomery resident Jeff Baldino, Senior Director of the Special Olympics New Jersey 

(SONJ), presented Kimick with a plaque commemorating the first-ever sanctioned Baseball Game in the global history 

of the Special Olympics held last July at the McKnight Baseball Complex.  The first pitch from that first game is now 

proudly displayed at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY.   

SONJ athlete Carl Bauer, a member of the Montgomery High School Varsity Baseball team, then proceeded to throw 

out a first-pitch of his own.  Carl will be one of 275 athletes representing “Team New Jersey” at the 2014 USA Games 

June 14th – 21st right here in the greater Princeton area where baseball will be introduced for the first time as an 

Special Olympic sport.  Later this summer (late July / early August), MBL will once again host a series of SONJ 

baseball games at the McKnight Complex; the games will be open to the general public and admission is free.  

Montgomery Baseball League is a not-for-profit youth sports organization open to all boys and girls between the ages 

of 4 and 15 (grades pre-K and up) who are residents of Montgomery or Rocky Hill Townships. As a member of the 

Babe Ruth & Cal Ripken Youth Baseball Leagues, MBL offers high-quality recreational and travel baseball programs 

for interested players of all skills, experience, and abilities at our professional-grade sports complex.  Check out 

www.montgomerybaseball.com for details about MBL’s youth programs and many free community-wide events. 
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