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Where Your Montgomery Baseball League Registration Money Goes 
[REVISED 02/02/2017] 

 
The Board of Directors on behalf of the Montgomery Baseball program would like to give you an 
overview of what goes into running our high-quality community baseball program, as well as, what the 
program produces as a result.  It is the Board’s goal to help the community understand the underlying 
costs of registration, as well as, the incredible value we all enjoy from it. 
 
What goes into running our program? 

It might surprise you to learn just what is involved in running a “volunteer town program.”  While 
it might have started as a small, start-up operation back in the early days, not unlike the towns of 
Montgomery and Rocky Hill themselves, the program has grown considerably.  It is now operating as a 
growing small business, supporting a community population of approximately 22,000 residents. 
 
What does it cost to run a high quality baseball program? 

The MBL is a “not-for-profit” organization complying with IRS requirements. What that means is our 
financial filings with the IRS must show a break-even financial picture. In other words, all money taken in 
must be invested into the baseball program.  Today, it takes approximately $225,000 to run our quality 
program.  The IRS expects the MBL, given its tax status, to properly and orderly spend the cash intake 
raised through registration, concessions, merchandising and sponsor donations on maintaining and 
upgrading the program. This would include large expenses such as field maintenance, lighting, 
equipment, etc. 
 
Is an MBL Board Member compensated or enjoy any perks given their position? 

The MBL Board volunteer does NOT receive any compensation or perks (such as reduced registration 
fees) for the work he or she does for the program. 
 
Who owns the McKnight Baseball Complex? 

The MBL enjoys a long-term lease with Montgomery Township for the land where our Complex sits 
today.  All buildings and fields were built and are maintained with registration fees, private donations, 
and bank loans.  The Township does not have any ownership of the facilities. 
 
What comprises the Montgomery Baseball Community? 

The baseball community is widespread. We play baseball through 3 seasons: 

 Approximately 350 players participate in our Spring Recreation Season 

 Approximately 100 players participate in our Spring/Summer/Fall Travel Program 

 Approximately 100 players participate in our Fall Ball Recreation Season 

http://www.montgomerybaseball.com/


 
What does the MBL provide in terms of Equipment? 

In addition to the McKnight Complex Fields, the MBL supplies equipment such as baseballs, catcher’s 
gear, batting tees, used baseball bats, helmets, etc., along with a full uniform per player (socks, pants, 
shirts, hats).  The only “must-have” piece of equipment a family needs to supply is a fielding glove.  Of 
course, many parents choose to outfit their child with additional equipment such as baseball cleats, 
batting helmets and baseball bats.  Each year we purchase new uniforms and replenish our baseball 
equipment according to wear and tear. We also provide trophies to all of our players.  
 
How do our playing facilities compare? 

Our facilities are widely considered to be in the top-tier level of quality in our state.  It was the vision of 
the program’s founders to provide a high-quality playing facility for our children.  It is the current sitting 
Board’s role to maintain and continue to push forward this vision.  If you ever travel to other town fields 
you will appreciate how fortunate our children are to play on our fields.  Our Travel families have the 
opportunity to play far and wide and see the dirt infields, crooked pitcher’s mounds, two-foot dips 
between the infield cut and the outfield, holes across the outfield, and the rusted fence dugouts (if they 
even have dugouts!).  
 
Our fields, unlike the vast majority, are maintained by professional (local) landscaper rather than merely 
being mowed by a township crew or by a group of volunteers.  We keep our pitching mounds to 
specification. We try to provide the best drainage to allow as much day-after rain play as possible.  We 
keep the lips between grass and dirt as even as we can, to prevent bad hops and reduce the risk of 
injuries. We also have three out of five fields operating under lights.  This adds a tremendous new level 
of baseball enjoyment for our kids, as well as, a considerable cost for running those lights.  We have an 
ongoing capital investment plan for our facility as well as a maintenance plan that is strictly adhered too. 
 
How do our umpires compare? 

With equipment and fields in place, our players need umpires to ensure that balls and strikes are called 
properly, rules are followed and a neutral party interprets close plays.  For all but our youngest players, 
we supply at least one professional umpire; for our older age groups, two per game.   
 
All umpires are properly outfitted with Babe Ruth shirts and hats, coordinated pants, and chest 
protectors, leggings and facemasks when required for plate work.  Like our fields, we consider our 
umpires to be far better than the area’s average, and we are constantly told that umpiring crews prefer 
to work in Montgomery because of the quality of our program and the standards we expect from crew 
members. 
 
Does the MBL have an active Snack Shack? 

Our baseball complex nearly always has a fully operational concession stand open for business when 
games are being played.  We serve your standard “kid-favorite” menu of pizza, hot dogs, hamburgers 
and chicken fingers, as well as all sorts of candies and snack foods.  We also offer an assortment of soft 
drinks including; sports drinks, sodas, ice tea, coffee, hot chocolate, bottled water.  
 
Our concession stand operates entirely on a volunteer basis, and we rely on the dedicated efforts of our 
parent volunteers to keep the stand operational throughout the seasons. The revenue generated from 
the concession stand accounts for nearly ten percent of our operating budget. 



 
 

Does the MBL receive any township financial aid or subsidized support? 

Many town sports programs receive one thing or another for free, such as courts or fields, for example.  
Should the playing areas require lighting or maintenance, these things are often provided as well.  
Montgomery Baseball, however, has been entirely self-supporting for many years. We built and 
maintain our fields privately.  We pay our own utilities and continue to make positive investments such 
as lighting and scoreboards.  Besides the favorable long-term lease arrangement we receive no other 
support from the Township. 
 
Does the MBL provide any financial aid? 

The MBL believes that every child who wants to play baseball should have that opportunity.  If there is a 
hardship situation where the financial commitment to the program cannot be met, MBL will grant 
hardship waivers in these unique situations. Should you require hardship assistance or would like to 
learn more about this aspect of our program please contact the MBL President.  All contact information 
can be found on the MBL website at www.montgomerybaseball.com. 
 
What Does our Program Help Produce? 

 A uniquely equal opportunity to excel in a sport 

While not unique to our town, our program does offer the unique aspects of baseball as a 
sports-playing opportunity.  Few sports allow as equal an opportunity to excel and enjoy as does 
baseball. Fast, slow, short, tall, thin, heavyset…few sports offer starring spots to children with 
any of these attributes. Perhaps this is why baseball is called “America’s Game”. 

 

 Up to fourteen years of baseball fun, fond memories and learning 

From ages 4 through 18, our program offers kids the opportunity to laugh, to succeed, to 
struggle, to make individual plays and to win as a team. It is a wonderful environment to grow 
up in and make lifetime friends and memories. 

 

 Youth baseball tournament champions 

Our Travel program have produced countless championship-winning teams from age groups 8–
15, from local tournaments to even District, State, Regional and World Series Babe Ruth 
Tournaments.  Our players have both reached high levels of competitive play and won more 
than our fair share of first place trophies. 

 

 Successful Middle School, Freshman, Junior Varsity and Varsity Ballplayers 

Every child who succeeds at these school levels has been groomed through the Montgomery 
Recreational and Travel programs.  While the school coaches have claim to their victories in 
their own right, we will always take our due credit for helping those ballplayers understand what 
commitment and quality play are all about. 

 

 Partial and full college scholarships 

Many of our alumni have even gone on to play on college teams - and some of those have done 
so with either partial or full financial aid. We have even helped along professional players – Mike 
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Ford (New York Yankees); Josh Prevost (New York Mets); and Jon Prosinski (Philadelphia Phillies) 
– all former Montgomery baseball players at the MBL and Montgomery High School level. 
Maybe  your son or daughter will have an opportunity to play in college or beyond! 

 
If you have additional questions not specifically addressed here… 

Feel free to email anyone on the Board of Directors; someone will get back to you.  For email address, 
click The “MBL Board” link on our home page, at www.montgomerybaseball.com. 
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