Fiction Book Formula: Plot and Theme Template
Hello [Writer Name],

Thank you for your interest in publishing a short story with [Your Firm Name]. We have reviewed the example writing samples you have sent and we were impressed. It looks like you may work well with our organization, so we are interested in making you an offer to begin right away.

Please use your creative discretion when writing this story. The guidelines below are exactly that – guidelines. You are free (and are encouraged) to use your creative license to add characters, plot lines, and additional details as you see fit. You are also free to make edits to the overall story and theme as needed. This book should have occasional “R-rated” content in the scenes between John and Jane, and John and Mary.

We want this to be enjoyable for you to write so that you can deliver a highly polished final story to us. We are looking for top-quality writers to work with us in the long-term. This is a short story that may be made into additional parts in the future. Provide limited closure at the end of the story with the potential for future sequels.

Notes: This is a short story that may be made into additional parts in the future. Provide limited closure at the end of the story with the potential for future sequels.

On the delivery of the story, you will be paid according to the terms below and copyright ownership of the story will be transferred to us. We ask that you do not share your story in any form (including your portfolio), but we would be happy to provide a reference upon request.

Story Synopsis: 
John, a district attorney in LA, discovers that he has a 13-year-old son from a former flame. Trying to juggle all of his relationships at once, while still remaining a leader of the community, he nearly loses all of his relationships, and his job, when Tom leaks that John has a son that he’s been keeping secret.

Setting:
Story opens with John winning a case in court. John is currently living in present day Los Angeles, originally from a rural town. Jane leaves the rural town with Jake to find John.

Major Characters:
John – an indignant district attorney, powerful, and highly respected in the community. Judgmental and highly conscious of the law, but has an occasional soft heart. Hates Tom.
Tom – pudgy, complainer, cruel. Works as an assistant in the DA’s office. Fears John. Becomes curious and eventually reveals John’s secret. Gunning for DA position.
Jake – John’s unknown son. Unruly at first, John later discovers that he and his son share common interests. Jake becomes angry with John after he catches him with Mary.
Mary – John’s recent love interest. Frequently pops up at the worst times, causes trouble for John. Treats Jake poorly. 
Jane – John’s former flame. Mother of Jake. Later discovers and fights with John over Mary; becomes romantically involved with John.

Perspective:
Please write this from the first person perspective of John, with occasional shifts to the third person to describe a situation or provide perspective on other major characters. 

Payment Terms:
 
[$100] on delivery of rough draft.
[$100] on delivery of final draft (after revisions are made.)
Up to 2 revisions of story content may be required.

Minimum Story Word Count: 10,000+ Words

Editing: Please ensure the work is completely free of grammar or spelling errors.

Deadline: Please deliver rough draft no later than 5:00pm eastern time on [date 2 weeks from now.]

Please let us know by 5:00pm EST on [date 2 days from now] if you accept the terms above and will be able to meet the deadline. If you have any questions at all, especially about the story content, please let us know ASAP so we can help you. Fast, high-quality writing is of utmost importance.


Notes for FBF Members:

- Don’t send this entire document! Use the above template as an example for what you should send to writers to ensure they write the story you require.
- This is a detailed example. Especially with more talented writers, it’s not necessary to try to lay out every single element or plot line as I did in the example above – that’s why I offer them “creative license” to adjust the story as they please. The goal is to lay out the story and plotline just enough so that the writer knows what you are looking for.

- Remember, praise is key. This document tells them they’re a good writer off the bat – this will help you get better work.

- Get storyline ideas using the videos and research list provided. Use your creativity to create simple, compelling story lines that you know will sell. Do not make this harder than it should be – you can keep your story lines as simple as one to two sentences, with just 2 to 3 characters. Look at the news, watch TV, look at bestselling books. Even a simple storyline with a “twist” that is well-written will work magic. 

- Adjust the text in red for your own needs. For example, if you don’t want R-rated material in your book, you can change it to PG or PG-13. Adjust this based on the genre you are pursuing.

- Open-ended and tense situations, even at the close of the book, are a good thing. They provide “cliffhangers” for the next book in your series. Make people want to read your books!
