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⬝ Open Seats. Currently, Republicans hold governorships in 28 states 
compared to Democrats’ 22 governorships. On Nov. 8, 2022, 
gubernatorial seats in 36 states are up for election. Of these, 20 are 
currently held by Republicans and 16 are currently held by Democrats. 

⬝ Races to Watch. Keep a close eye on the gubernatorial races in Arizona, 
Nevada, Oregon, Kansas, and Wisconsin all rated as toss-ups by the 
state elections forecasters CNalysis. Additionally, the races in Maine, 
New Mexico, and Pennsylvania are expected to be close. 

⬝ Toss-Ups. Most of the races forecasted as toss-ups or slight leans are 
positions currently held by Democrats, including Kansas, Nevada, 
Oregon, Maine, New Mexico,  Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. Only one 
race forecasted as a toss-up — Arizona — is currently held by 
Republicans. 

⬝ Potential Party Flippers. Forecasters expect the two gubernatorial seats 
in dark-blue Maryland and Massachusetts, currently held by popular but 
term-limited moderate Republicans, to flip back to Democratic control. 
And Republicans are slightly favored to win back the governor’s 
mansion in Kansas and might be slight favorites in Oregon’s 3-way race.
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Legislatures
⬝ Open Seats. Currently, Republicans control 30 state legislatures and 

Democrats control 17 state legislatures, while three states have split 
legislatures. On Nov. 8, 2022, 6,166 legislative seats in 46 states are up 
for election (84% of all state lawmakers). Of the 46 states with 
legislative elections in 2022, 16 are controlled by Democrats, 28 are 
controlled by Republicans, and two are split government. Only four 
states don’t have any legislative elections (house or senate) in 2022 — 
Louisiana, Mississippi, New Jersey, and Virginia.

⬝ Races to Watch. According to forecaster CNalysis, there are a few states 
to watch where a potential political flip of a chamber could occur. Keep 
watch on races in both chambers in Maine, Minnesota, Michigan, and 
Oregon. Also watch the house in Alaska, New Hampshire, Nevada, and 
Washington as well as the senate in Arizona. Of these vulnerable 
chambers, Democrats are playing defense to protect their control in 9 of 
the 13 chambers. The 4 exceptions where Republicans are defending 
majorities are the Arizona Senate, the always volatile, 400-seat New 
Hampshire House, and both chambers of the Michigan Legislature, 
which is largely due to the independent redistricting commission 
drawing a more competitive map.  
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Trifectas
⬝ A state government trifecta occurs when a political party controls both 

chambers of the legislature as well as the governor’s mansion. 
Currently, Republicans have 23 state trifectas, Democrats have 14 state 
trifectas, and 13 states have divided government. 

⬝ Potential Trifecta Gains. Democrats are likely to gain trifectas in 
Massachusetts and Maryland. Republicans could add trifectas in Alaska, 
Kansas, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. Michigan could go either way — 
both Democrats and Republicans could gaina trifecta depending on the 
outcome of the gubernatorial race and where legislative control ends up.

⬝ Potential Trifecta Losses. Democrats could lose their trifectas in Nevada 
and Maine if Republican candidates win the governor's races in those 
states. The Democratic majority in the Nevada House is also vulnerable. 
Republicans could lose trifectas in Arizona and Georgia with losses in 
this year’s gubernatorial elections. And the Republican trifecta in New 
Hampshire could go down if Democrats secure a majority in the House.
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⬝ Selection Method. Lieutenant governor is a statewide position in 45 
states. Arizona, New Hampshire, Maine, Oregon, and Wyoming do not 
have a lieutenant governor position. Of the 45 states with this position, 
43 are elected and 2 are held by the senate president (Tennessee and 
West Virginia). In the states where the position is elected, 17 states elect 
independently, while 26 states elect the governor and lieutenant 
governor on a joint ticket.

⬝ Open Seats. Currently, Republicans hold lieutenant governorships in 26 
states compared to 19 lieutenant governorships held by Democrats. On 
Nov. 8, 2022, lieutenant gubernatorial seats in 30 states are up for 
election. Of the 30 seats up for election in 2022, 15 seats are currently 
held by Democrats, and 15 seats are currently held by Republicans. 

Back to Menu

Lieutenant Governors 

http://multistate.us


Lieutenant Governors 2022 Elections Toolkit |  Back to Menu

https://www.multistate.us/resources/2022-state-elections-toolkit
http://multistate.us


⬝ Selection Method. The attorney general (AG) serves as the state’s chief 
legal officer and is a statewide position in all 50 states. In 43 states, the 
attorney general is elected statewide, while it is appointed in the 
remaining seven states. The AG is appointed by the governor in five 
states (Alaska, Hawaii, New Hampshire, New Jersey, and Wyoming), the 
legislature in Maine, and the state supreme court in Tennessee. 

⬝ Open Seats. Currently, there are 27 Republican attorneys general and 23 
Democratic attorneys general. On Nov. 8, 2022, attorney general seats 
in 30 states are up for election.  Of the 30 seats up for election in 2022, 
16 seats are currently held by Democrats and 14 seats are currently held 
by Republicans. 
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⬝ Selection Method. Secretary of state is a statewide office in 47 states 
and, although duties vary by state, a primary responsibility includes 
managing and overseeing a state’s elections. Voters in 38 states elect 
the secretary of state, while the remaining 12 states appoint the 
secretary of state. Alaska, Hawaii, and Utah do not have a secretary of 
state position. 

⬝ Open Seats. Currently, there are 27 Republican secretaries of state and 
20 Democratic secretaries of state. On Nov. 8, 2022, secretary of state 
seats in 27 states are up for election.  Of these seats up for election, 13 
seats are currently held by Democrats and 14 seats are currently held by 
Republicans. 

Secretaries of State

Back to Menu

http://multistate.us


Secretaries of State 2022 Elections Toolkit |  Back to Menu

https://www.multistate.us/resources/2022-state-elections-toolkit
http://multistate.us


At MultiState, we deliver extraordinary solutions so our clients can act with confidence to achieve 
their goals. Our team is here every step of the way providing the tools and expertise you need. Do 
you need to track mission-critical issues? Launch an advocacy campaign? Find the right lobbyist? 
Streamline your compliance process? We’ve got you covered. And that’s just the start.

Our industry veterans and extensive lobbying network give you access to unparalleled government 
relations expertise. Our team of deep policy and process experts provide you with insights and 
analysis you can’t get anywhere else. Our savvy problem solvers will develop and execute an 
advocacy plan to get you across the finish line. If you have a problem, we have a solution.

Explore our solutions by clicking on one of the links below.

⬝ Track State Legislation and Regulations

⬝ Monitor Local Government Activity

⬝ Research the Policy and Political Landscape

⬝ Launch An Effective Advocacy Campaign

⬝ Find the Right Lobbyist

⬝ Streamline the Compliance Process
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