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Governors
⬝

There were no big surprises in the races for governorships this year —
all pre-election projections came to fruition. With only 11 gubernatorial
elections in 2020, forecasters pinned nine of the races as safe for the
incumbent party with only one close race forecasted in Montana to
replace term-limited Democrat Steve Bullock. In that race, Republican
Greg Gianforte defeated Democrat Mike Cooney to ﬂip the Montana
governor’s mansion for Republicans.

⬝

Democrat Roy Cooper held on to the governor's mansion in North
Carolina and Republicans Mike Parson and Jim Justice did the same in
Missouri and West Virginia, respectively.

⬝

Overall, Republicans have gained one gubernatorial seat after the 2020
elections by ﬂipping the open seat in Montana. In 2021, Republicans
will have 27 governors and Democrats will have 23 governors.
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Legislatures
⬝

A signiﬁcant number of state legislative seats — almost 80 percent —
were up for election in 2020 (5,877 out of 7,383 total seats).

⬝

There is plenty of good news for Republicans. The GOP ﬂipped control
of both the House and Senate in New Hampshire from Democrats and
have the numbers to break up the current coalition in the Alaska House,
giving control of the chamber to Republicans in 2021.

⬝

Democrats failed to ﬂip all nine of the state legislative chambers they
had targeted. Democrats did not take advantage of opportunities to gain
control of the Minnesota Senate, Arizona House and Senate, Iowa House,
Michigan House, Pennsylvania House, Texas House, and both the House
and Senate in North Carolina.

⬝

Republicans net three legislative chambers in a year they expected to
largely play defense, which will increase the Republican lead of 62
state legislative chambers nationwide to Democrats’ 37 chambers in
2021.
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Veto-Proof Majorities
⬝

Veto-proof majorities are particularly important when the sitting
governor is of the opposite political party than the legislative majority
because it can effectively neutralize the governor’s veto power over the
legislative branch. More likely, a veto-proof majority and sitting
governor may be of the same political party, but a legislature with veto
override powers can push a governor of the same party to more extreme
political stances than that governor might have taken on their own.

⬝

Overall, both Republicans and Democrats added a single legislative
chamber to their veto-proof majorities nationwide. However,
Republicans still hold a commanding advantage in legislative
chambers with veto-proof majorities in 34 states (+1) with Democrats
holding veto-proof majorities in 18 (+1) legislative chambers.

⬝

Once again, Democrats had high hopes for making progress in state
legislative races but fell short in the 2020 elections. Republicans
successfully played defense with their nationwide lead in veto-proof
majorities and even added to it.
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Trifectas
⬝

A political party holds a “trifecta” in a state when it controls both state
legislative chambers as well as the governor’s office.

⬝

Republicans will gain three new trifectas — Montana, New
Hampshire, and Alaska — for 2021.

⬝

Democrats were hoping to break up a number of Republican trifectas
by capturing control of several Republican state legislative chambers.
But those hopes were dashed with a strong showing by Republican
candidates in state legislative races.

⬝

In 2021, Republicans are projected to have 24 (+3) state trifectas and
Democrats will hold steady with 15 state trifectas.
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Ballot Measures
⬝

Thirty-two states weighed in on a total of 120 statewide ballot measures
on a variety of topics.

⬝

Several marijuana legalization ballot measures passed unanimously
on election night. Voters in Arizona, Montana, New Jersey, and South
Dakota approved measures to legalize recreational marijuana, while
measures to legalize medical marijuana also passed in Mississippi and
South Dakota. After the elections, ﬁfteen states and Washington, D.C.
have legalized recreational marijuana and thirty-ﬁve states and
Washington, D.C. have legalized medical marijuana.

⬝

Major revenue raising ballot measures in California (Proposition 15)
and Illinois (Graduated Income Tax Amendment) failed, indicating
that those legislatures may aggressively pursue different tax increases
in the 2021 sessions.

⬝

Several signiﬁcant labor policy measures were also decided. Voters in
Colorado and Florida approved measures to expand beneﬁts for
workers, voting in favor of measures to establish a paid family and
medical leave program and increase the minimum wage, respectively. In
California, the closely-watched and controversial Prop 22 was approved.
Back to Menu

Ballot Measures

Back to Menu

Why MultiState?
At MultiState, we deliver extraordinary solutions so our clients can act with conﬁdence to achieve
their goals. Our team is here every step of the way providing the tools and expertise you need. Do
you need to track mission-critical issues? Launch an advocacy campaign? Find the right lobbyist?
Streamline your compliance process? We’ve got you covered. And that’s just the start.
Our industry veterans and extensive lobbying network give you access to unparalleled government
relations expertise. Our team of deep policy and process experts provide you with insights and
analysis you can’t get anywhere else. Our savvy problem solvers will develop and execute an
advocacy plan to get you across the ﬁnish line. If you have a problem, we have a solution.

Explore our solutions by clicking on one of the links below.

⬝ Track Mission-Critical Issues
⬝ Research the Policy and Political Landscape
⬝ Inﬂuence State and Local Policy
⬝ Find the Right Lobbyist
⬝ Streamline the Compliance Process
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