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EDITORIAL 
 

                                           WORDS / Jason Kotchoff 
As summer rolls into winter and a new cohort         
of students make their way into Melbourne       
Uni Basketball to join our returning veterans,       
our MUBC calendar is really beginning to       
kick off. 

In recognition of the engine room of our         
club -the Sunday night CYMS Men and       
Women- this edition of Dribbling Balls is       
dedicated to the 2016/17 summer season. 

Highlighted by an exceptional result from the MU6 boys who           
made the grand final in the D2 Men's grade, all 9 of our men's              
and 6 of our women's teams are featured with a dedicated photo            
and season summary in this newsletter. This is your chance to           
bask in your own glory, reflect on the season that was and get             
familiar with members of the opposite sex in preparation for trivia           
night on Friday May 19th. 

While you have the calendar out, you will also want to pencil in a               
save the date for our presentation night on Saturday October 14th           

because everyone listed on a team in this issue is eligible for an             
MVP award on presentation night based on your performance         
over this past season. 

Within this issue you will also find stories from the Ballarat            
basketball tournament held over labour day weekend in March,         
the round one trip report from our Big V teams in Warrnambool            
and plenty of other goodies. 

Also, if you haven’t already, consider coming along to watch our            
highest level teams play in the Big V state league on Saturday            
nights at the sports center. It’s a super fun environment to come            
and support our Black Angels and it’s also a very cheap night out.             
We have a few big doubleheaders scheduled throughout        
May-July and both our men's and women's teams are looking like           
they could be finals contenders this year as well. 

Lastly, if you’d like to make a contribution to the next edition of              
Dribbling Balls, just email through photos and copy to:         
media@melbourneunibasketball.org.au. 
   See you on the court. 

 
 

“The team had an incessant hunger to improve. With more practice, expect the 
players to bring their game to the next level.” 

-Chris Jin- 

 

Trivia Night 
 

 
Don’t forget, Trivia Night is almost here!! This is one of the 
social events of the year for MUBC members. Definitely 
make sure you attend this one! 
 
Friday May 19th 
7pm 
Coopers Inn, Level 2 Heritage Room 
282 Exhibition Street (on the corner of  lt lonsdale st) 
$20 entry fee, $20 menu available (Chicken Parma, Chicken 
Schnitzel, Steak Sandwhich, Fish & Chips, Vegetarian 
Lasagne) $5 pots, $8 schooners, basic spirits & house 
wines.  
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MUBC Calendar 2017 
 

 
Make sure to save the date and block out your calendar for Trivia night, Presentation night, Tournaments, the Christmas Party, the                     
home Big V Double Headers and Finals. And also don’t forget June 3rd when the sports center will be rocking for Alumni Night. 
 

May Saturday 13th - Big V Double Header 
6:30pm 
Melbourne University Sports Centre 
Ladies vs Coburg, Men vs Melton 

Friday 19th - Trivia Night 

Sunday 21st - Big V Double Header 
11:00am 
Melbourne University Sports Centre 
Ladies vs Wallan, Men vs Sunbury 

August Big V Finals 
To be confirmed 

September Sunday 24th-Friday 29th - Australian University 
Games 
Gold Coast, 2017 Australian Uni Games 

October Saturday 14th - Presentation Night 
Awards Ceremony 

June Saturday 3rd - Big V Double Header 
5:00pm 
Alumni Night 
Melbourne University Sports Centre 
Ladies vs Warrnambool, Men vs 
Warrnambool 

November Saturday 11th-Sunday 12th - Albury Tournament 
Twin Cities Basketball Classic 
 

Saturday 25th - Christmas Party 

July Saturday 1st - Big V Double Header 
6:30pm 
Melbourne University Sports Centre 
Ladies vs Mornington, Men vs Geelong 

Sunday 2nd-Thursday 6th - Southern 
University Games 
Geelong, 2017 Southern Uni Games 

Saturday 16th - Big V Double Header 
6:30pm 
Melbourne University Sports Centre 

December - 
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Player Profiles 
 

 
Caris Lockhart  
 
Age: 29 
Started playing basketball: When I was a wee little human, but I took a 10 year hiatus to 
focus on netball. 
Joined MUBC: 2012 
Singlet number: 42 
Best basketball memory: Losing every game at the Warrnambool tourney, but doing it in 
style. 
Best asset: My secret power is to give cheek to the ref, but then to get them laughing 
with/at me by the end of the match. 
Favourite pre-game food: Nope.  Never. If I eat, you’ll hear me complaining about it. 
Favourite drink at the bar: Depends if I’m trying to be classy, but normally I’m found 
holding big ol’ glass of dark ale. 
Most embarrassing moment:  I once sent a personal email that was meant to chastise my 
high school boyfriend to my entire address book. I then proceeded to call everyone to tell 
them to delete it. Clearly that worked… Never email in anger people. 
Why are you still part of the club after 5 years? I’ve been trying to transition into soccer 
for the last 2 years, but my friends are just too damn good. Seriously, MUBC has given me 
lifelong mates. 
Favourite MUBC event and why? Presentation night. It’s entertaining seeing everyone out 
of uniform. It’s like a feel good movie makeover scene but with more booze.  
 

Dongchen Han 
 
Age: 22 
Started playing basketball: 2007 
Grew up: Shenzhen (near Hong Kong), Southern China 
Best basketball memory: In my senior year in college, my 
department team won the China Agricultural University 
championship in Beijing. I started as the power forward and scored 
12 points 
Best Assets: Shooting & passing 
Favourite pre-game food: Bread or pasta 
Favourite drink at the bar: Painkiller - Vodka, Pineapple and 
Coconut 
Most embarrassing moment During a college basketball game, I 
had a chance to tie the game in the final seconds and I was 
awarded two free throws. I missed them both and it cost us the 
win. Normally I'm a pretty good free throw shooter 
How did you end up at MUBC: I found the club through the MU 
Sports website 
 

 
Jack Ren 
 
Age: 20 
Started playing basketball: About 11 years old 
Singlet number: 42 
Best basketball memory: Scored a game winning fade-away buzzer beater in a game.  
Best asset: I'm very good at turning the ball over.  
Most embarrassing moment: Near the end of the game and we were down by 1 point, my 
teamate missed a layup and the offensive rebound came straight towards me, but I slipped while 
reaching for it... 
Why are you still part of the club after 3 years? I enjoy playing my favourite sport with my 
teamates and friends and competing against other teams. 
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CYMS Winter 2017 
 

 
CYMS is the Sunday night competition that is run at MSAC where we place a majority of our teams. We also field domestic teams in a                          
range of female grades on Tuesday nights and we have A grade men’s teams on Tuesday’s and Thursdays at MSAC. For female                      
playing enquiries for Tuesday nights, contact Soph on: womensrep@melbourneunibasketball.org.au. 
 
The winter teams have been announced on the next page for the 2017 CYMS season and we are welcoming many new members into                       
the fold in our development teams and plenty of returning legends in the upper grades. Teams are picked by the domestic head                      
coaches James Shaw, Simon Vaughan and Sophia Naughton and are primarily based on your performance and attendance at                  
Saturday morning training and your performance on the court in previous seasons of CYMS. 
 
All teams should have received a fixture email from the MUBC secretary listing their game times for the first 4 rounds. After 4 rounds, 
you will be sent a fixture for the remainder of the season 
 
Important Note: It is your team’s responsibility to field 5 players every Sunday regardless of homework, exams and other social 
commitments. If your team fails to field a team for a scheduled game, your whole team will be fined to pay for the walkover fee. 
 
Key Dates 
April 30: Season begins 
June 11th: No games (games are scheduled for every other Sunday) 
September 3rd: Last round of regular season 
September 10th: Semi Finals 
September 17th: Preliminary Finals 
October 1st: Grand Finals 
October 8th (TBC): Summer season begins 
 
Other Information 
Location: MSAC - Melbourne Sporting and Aquatic Center, 30 Aughtie Drive, South Melbourne 
Ladders, results & fixtures: cymsbasketball.org.au (Each team fixture is also directly linked from the MUBC homepage at: 
melbourneunibasketball.org.au) 
Facebook: facebook.com/cymsbasketball (make sure to ‘like’ this page) 
Entry cost per player: $9.50 (Spectators are $2) 
Parking: Free along 
Canterbury road, $3 for first 
hour and $0.50 for additional 
hours in the MSAC parking lot 
or $75 per year for an MSAC 
membership which includes 
some free entries for casual 
basketball 
Public transport: Tram Route 
96 (East Brunswick to St Kilda 
Beach) – Stop 129 or Tram 
Route 12 (City to South 
Melbourne/St Kilda) – Stop 131 
(33-42 minute journey from 
Melbourne University) 
 

 
 

MU1 vs Breakaway, 2015/16 Summer Final 
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CYMS Winter Teams 2017 
 

 
 

MEN WOMEN 

MU1 - A Grade 
Stefan Pomasan, Liam Norton, Nicholas Masunda, Billy 
Johns-Teni, Jovan Bojanic, Marc Goodwin, Alex Godina, William 
Burrell, Jack Railton-Woodcock, Daniel Leslie, Ben Carmody, 
James O'Connor, William Taggart, Peter Leckie, Jason Kotchoff 
(Captain), Michael Tranter 

MU1 - A Grade 
Miranda Charlton, Jennifer Naughton, Kylie Crowley, Sasha 
Marmilic, Grace Butcher, Jessica Clarke, Amelia Smith, Brodie 
Theodore 
 

MU2 - ARM2 Grade 
Richard Sze, James Shaw (Captain), Russell George, James 
Corbett, Chi Yin Wong, Campbell Witts, Samuel Tolomei, Ali 
Rezazadeh, Xander Hamilton-Reeves, Arvi Montero 

MU2 - A Grade 
Joelene Rzpisko, Bridget Walker, Hannah Murphy, Rebecca 
McQuillan, Sarah Cheong, Caitlyn Hallett, Amanda Douglass, 
Jan Wong, Caris Lockhart 

MU3 - ARM2 Grade 
Kinsey Reeves, Tom Riley, Stuart Black, Nathan Pearce-Boltec, 
Jack Easton, Clinton Phang, Brandon Boccola, Paul Koukoulias 
(Captain), Matt Connelly 

MU3 - B1 Grade 
Laura Chiappa, Sarah Chiappa, Sophia Naughton, Elizabeth 
Papapetrou, Emily Caulfield, Jessica Delaporte, Annika 
Humphreys, Shirley Yang, Cecilia Jenson 

MU4 - BM1 Grade 
Jack Bateman, Jack Hardy, Alistair Scott, Jordan Terrill, Heath 
Gilham (Captain), Nathaniel Law, Kenta Sawai, Michael Zhao, 
Jason Shih, Joshua Findlay 

MU4 - B1 Grade 
Danielle Sjogren, Mithali Mithali, Marzia Coslan, Aileen Liu, 
Kelsie Faulds, Natasha Mawjee, Dulma Jayamanna, Eshana 
Pussegoda, Alba Moncau Munio 
 

MU5 - CM2 Grade 
Geordie Rudge, Angus Hood, Andrew Lui (Captain), Matt 
Hartsuyker, James Love, Alessandro Liuti, Nick Kent, Aiden 
Turner, Sam Liao, Adam Carr 

MU5 - B2 Grade 
Mary De Alwis, Brooke MacNab, Natalia Benetti, Shanelle 
Perera, Hui Ying Soh, Elif Sekercioglu, Sara Liu, Lily Zheng, 
Claire Woodward, Stephanie Perrott 

MU6 - DM2 Grade 
Andrew Lonsdale, Jiashu Yang, Bowen Liu, Sean Paeglis, Jake 
Williams, Gavin Martins, Gordon Wang, Aochen Duan, Jason 
But (Captain), Bernard Thompson 

MU6 - B2 Grade 
Mai Shibi, Jacqui Gilmour, Xu Radiance Ho, Chelsea Maron, 
Jacinta McElwee, Terri O'Reilly, Lily Buch, Michelle Andrews, 
Charlotte Barmby, Isabella Dowthwaite 

MU7 - EM1 Grade 
Christopher Borer, Xuejin Chen, Andrew Hochberger, Yidi Han 
(Captain), Zhen Xu, Bo Li, Pengxiang Luan, Aaron Chua, Marcus 
Ma, Zhiyang Cao 

MU7 - C Grade 
Aarthi Srikumar, Winky Sze, Ellen Gong, Victoria Carmody, 
Daisy Dai, Xiaolu Gui, Sarah Nega, Mary Nega, Priya Serrao, 
Avril Wang, Ardea Geng, Anjani Singh 

MU8 - EM2 Grade 
Calvin Wan, Jean Marc Tang, Riley O'Connor-Byrne, Kuan-Lun 
Chen, Dongchen Han, Evan Lewis, Richard Haywood (Captain), 
Xiaochunlei Ouyang, Jack Ren, Riki Stauffer 

 

MU9 - EM2 Grade 
Cavin Ganarajah, Sachin De Silva, Licheng Wang, Rohan 
Kannan, Marcus Karam (Captain), Pailai Zhang, Yizhang Bao, 
Kevin Chen, Samuel Nairn, Zhengbang Dong 
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CYMS Summer Season 2016/17 
 

MU1 Men, A Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 8th, 5 wins, 11 losses 
 
MU1 came into this season having much higher        
ambitions and expectations than the previous      
season – in which we won zero games. The         
A-graders started off the season well, winning       
three out of our first 6 games, an unprecedented         
improvement. However, due to lack of players       
during the holidays our number waned. The loss of         
Dom Kumoz and Michael Tranter meant the team        
lacked a true point guard and outside shooting.        
The rest of the team struggled without them. With         
continuous improvement, the ever-elusive goal of      
making the finals and being a top-tier team draws         
closer. We look forward to replenishing our       
numbers for next season. WILL BURRELL 
 
Left to Right: Michael Tranter, Samuel Tolomei,       

Will Burrell, Jack Railton-Woodcock, Alex Godina, William Taggart. Absent: Joel Rimes, Dominic Kumosz 

 
MU1 Women, A Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 3rd, 11 wins, 5 losses 
 
We had a successful season, finishing third 
and making the finals. Overseas trips, byes 
and weddings disrupted our season 
meaning it was difficult to play consistently. 
However, throughout the season we 
managed wins against the two top teams 
and our long standing rivals; Jets and 
Breakaway. MAREE DE WIJN 
 
Left to Right: Megan Lowry, Joey Rzpisko, 
Maree De Wijn, Cassie Wannan, Bridget 
Walker, Miranda Charlton, Jennifer 
Naughton. Absent: Morgan Foster, Jessica 
Clarke 
 

 
 
 

DRIBBLING BALLS, MAY 2017   |   8 



 

MU2 Men, AR2 Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 9th, 4 wins, 10 losses 
 
MU2 finished the season with 4 wins and 10         
losses which wasn’t the most successful      
season for the team. However, there were       
some standout performances throughout.    
James Corbett had multiple outstanding     
performances and the same was true with       
Xander Hamilton-Reeves. Campbell Witts    
would get on fire from three point land and         
then there was some dominance down low       
from the two big men Ali Rezazdeh and        
Russell George. JAMES SHAW 
 
Left to Right: Richard Sze, Ali Rezazadeh,       
James Shaw, Nat law, Russell George,      
Charles Wong, Xander Hamilton-Reeves 
Absent: James Corbett, Campbell witts, Alex      
Elliott 
 

MU2 Women, A Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 6th, 5 wins, 11 losses 
 
For most of MU2, this season was our first         
time playing in A grade. We were moved up         
from B1 solely to fill space, and so despite         
the addition of two skilled post players, most        
of us were mentally preparing ourselves for       
a weekly thrashing. However, the team      
exceeded all expectations. We were     
extremely competitive with a number of      
wins, one draw, and several losses by only        
a very small margin. The improvement      
within the team was also remarkable. We       
ended our season with a victory over MU1,        
and just barely missed out on playing in the         
finals. HANNAH MURPHY 
 

Left to Right: Damien Murphy (Coach), Rebecca McQuillan, Jan Wong, Caris Lockhart, Amanda Douglass, Hannah Murphy, Caitlyn 
Hallett. Absent: Sarah Cheong, Eloise Thompson 
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MU3 Men, AR2 Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 10th, 4 wins, 12 losses 
 
AR2 had a good season on and off the court.          
Off the court, Nathan got married (and your        
correspondent can remember when he was      
just a lad... they grow up quickly). Dan made         
the dubious decision to go to Glasgow for        
work during the middle of their winter. Jack        
decided to travel to exotic places, and had a         
couple of calamities - we look forward to him         
coming back nice and healthy. 
 
On the court we had a good balance across         
the group. It was nice to see some of our          
younger players step up and improve. Matt       
in particular got more and more active, and        

our team benefited from that. Whilst we had the talent on the roster, and we had some really good games where it all came together,                         
we did suffer some continuity and depth challenges. You know you're in trouble when your correspondent has to play the full 40                      
minutes. We would have benefited from a longer season to gel that little bit more, and if we had that extra time and more continuity, we                          
would have become a force in the competition. STUART BLACK 
 
Left to right: Matt Connelly, Arvi Montoro, Paul Koukoulias, Stuart Black. Absent: Dan Woodman, Nathan Pearce-Boltec, Jack Easton, 
Nick Price, Nick White 

 

MU3 Women, B Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 4th, 7 wins, 7 losses 
 
The MU3 girls finished 4th booking a spot 
into finals. Unfortunately they got knocked 
out prior to the grand final but a terrific 
season none the less. 
 
 
Clockwise from top-left: Jessica Delaporte, 
Emily Caulfield, Elizabeth Papapetrou, 
Mariane Larissa Liu, Sarah Chiappa, Sophia 
Naughton, Laura Chiappa 
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MU4 Men, B1 Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 10th, 3 wins, 11 
losses 
 
The MU4 boys excelled with attendance but       
struggled with wins this summer. Big V       
coach Grantley Bernard laced up the boots       
to call the shots early on but lost his spot in           
the squad after refusing to let his hair down         
for mullet and moustache night. The boys       
used this as inspiration on Karaoke night for        
their debut single ‘Turn it up Grantley’. 
 
Absent from photo: Kinsey Reeves, Joe      
Toce, Jiratigan Saenda, Jiratigorn Saenda,     
Heath Gilham, Jack Toce, James Ward,      

Aiden Turner, Ned Mahony 
 

 

MU4 Women, B1 Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 5th, 7 wins, 6 losses 
 
The Wescombe sisters combined with     
Albury’s finest (Gazelle Mannering) to show      
some unprecedented athleticism across B1     
this season.  
 
 
Absent from photo: Annika Humphreys,     
Domica Wescombe, Rebecca Wescombe,    
Kelsie Faulds, Ying Hsi Yang, Xinyu Kong,       
Michelle Mannering, Shirlene Perera 
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MU5 Men, CM2 Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 3rd, 12 wins, 4 losses 
 
Fortunately we were able to keep most of the         
team together from the previous successful      
season and, while we started a bit slowly, we         
quickly got back into winning form. Our young        
tall Gus continued to grow in confidence and        
impact, while Matt and Nick continued to shine        
in the guard roles. We finished on top of the          
ladder with only two losses but sadly narrow        
losses in consecutive finals ended our season.       
GEORDIE RUDGE 
 
Clockwise from Top Left: Geordie Rudge, Angus       
Hood, James Love, Andrew Lui, Matt      
Hartsuyker, Nicholas Kent. Absent: Oliver     
Pether, Wayyln Turner, Alfred Yang, Jake      
Williams 
 
MU5 Women, B2 Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 8th, 6 wins, 10 losses 
 
We started the season with great potential and        
a few fantastic new additions. In the third game         
of the season Brooke was tragically taken out        
by a smoothly executed ankle-breaker and      
spent a painful couple of nights in hospital being         
screwed back together. In spite of this setback,        
the team managed to carry on and score some         
terrific wins against some tremendously tough      
teams. We had some great outside shots by        
Natasha, some booty-bashing post-ups by     
Natalia and lightning fast key work by Eloise        
and Kathleen. We could always count on       
Caitie's fabulous point-guard action and Mithali's      
out-of-nowhere blocks. Snow's ninja passes     
were an enormous asset and so were Huiying,        

Jane and Shanelle who always kept the standard high. The girls really grooved this season and played excellent basketball with great                     
attitudes and sportsmanship all round. Soph, our irreplaceable coach, provided us with major strats and the occasional kick up the butt                     
when we needed it most. Overall the season was a success and we look forward to the challenges ahead, and the return of Brooke                        
(aka Crips). BROOKE MACNAB 
 
Clockwise from Top Left: Catie McCelland, Brooke Macnab, Natalia Benetti, Mithali Rajagopalan, Natasha de Alwis, Huiying Soh.                 
Absent: Snow, Shanelle Perera, Jiaying-Jane Zhang, Kathleen Brew, Eloise Ihle, Sophia Naughton (Coach) 
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MU6 Men, D2 Grade  
SEASON RESULT: Runners-Up, 9 wins, 11 losses, 1 Draw 
 
For a team that consisted of a mixture of aging veterans and younger -faster - blood,                
we had a wonderful outcome. The young guys did their best to make us old farts                
appear somewhat competent. Early season form was encouraging as we pushed           
through and won a handful of close games, even though Adam tried to derail the train                
by fracturing his elbow mid-season.  
 
Despite this, we finished the regular season strongly in second place. 
 
The highlight of our season was the preliminary final where we came back from a 52-27 deficit in the last 12 minutes to win 60-54.                         
Unfortunately we couldn't repeat the dose in the Grand Final where we held station until about the 25th minute before we were played                       
out of it. I would like to thank everyone who contributed to the team's success. JASON BUT 
 
Editor’s note: The D2 boys were our only CYMS team to medal this summer and they certainly did it in style. Their Grand Final                        
was uploaded to YouTube and you can check it out on the MUBC YouTube Channel. Congratulations boys, we are looking                    
forward to awarding you some further medals on presentation night (Saturday October 14th). 
 

 
Clockwise from Top Left: Josh Findlay, Andrew Lonsdale, Bernard Thomson, Adam Carr, Jason But, Ray Tsai, Sam Liao, Ningyue 
(Gordon) Wang. Absent: Wai Seng (Mike) Yap 
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MU6 Women, B1 Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 11th, 4 wins, 12 losses 
 
Many of us in C Grade had not played together          
before but after a few games we started to play more           
as a team, recognising each other’s on-court       
strengths and weaknesses and using that to our        
advantage. Ellen was a dribbling powerhouse and       
Dulma, Chelsea and Winky played key roles as        
shooters. Janie used her height well in defence and         
Natalie made an impact in the early games of the          
season but then unfortunately had to sit out with         
injury. Numbers dwindled over summer, contributing      
to several losses as we were getting tired out by the           
second half. We also had several games where our         
basketball ring appeared to be cursed, with the ball         
rolling enticingly around the ring but then tipping out.         

Enthusiasm remained high throughout the season, in part thanks to Elif and Victoria’s pep talks at half-time. A big thank you to Soph for                        
your fantastic coaching and support. VICTORIA CARMODY 
 
Left to Right: Elif Sekercioglu, Ellen Gong, Chelsea Maron, Victoria Carmody, Wan Kei Sze. Absent: Sophia Naughton (Coach),                  
Nathalie Hamzeh, Avril Wang, Natasia Goenanto, Chantelle Radwan, Melissa Haberfield, Preesuda Purotakanon, Xu Ding 
 
 
 

 

MU7 Men, E1 Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 14th, 2 wins, 9 losses 
 
The secretive MU7 men used the summer of 16/17         
as a proving ground for their new top secret         
structured offence ‘Get it to Chunny’. With varied        
results from the half curl horns action from the         
reversal, they are still working out the kinks but rest          
assured, Get it to Chunny is sure to feature         
prominently in winter 2017. 
 
Absent: Zequn Xiao, Hung Yu Hsu, Kongpeng Hao,        
Chun Hao Chiang, Richard Aldrich Siem, Sugi       
Tunggal, James Gibbs, Han Shi 
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MU8 Men, E2 Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 12th, 4 wins, 11 losses 
 
Our team played better and better as the        
season went on. We started under difficult       
conditions in that most teammates were not       
familiar with each other. We made a number of         
mistakes in our first month however, everyone       
tried their best to communicate on the court        
We also did some specific training by       
ourselves such as practising the pick and roll.        
This made our team work together better and        
we started to win during our second month        
and everyone enjoyed it a lot more. Although,        
we didn’t finish with a terrific result this        
season, we think we will get better. CHIKAI        

ZHANG 
Left to Right: Chikai Zhang, Wayne Huang, Richard Haywood, Enze Wang, Jack Ren, Seong Kim. Absent: Michael Spataro, Chris                   
Tierney, Ari McInerney, Kenley Kolosdhi 

 

MU9 Men, E2 Grade  
SEASON RESULT: 13th, 3 wins, 11 losses 
 
MU9 had many skilled and unselfish players.       
However, high roster turnover and a busy       
schedule made it difficult to run lineups with        
enough chemistry to compete at a high level.        
Regardless, the team had no shortage of       
heart even when matched with teams with a        
notable size advantage and we continued to       
go hard on the court. Furthermore the team        
had an incessant hunger to improve. With       
more practice, expect the players to bring       
their game to the next level. CHRIS JIN 
 

Left to Right: Sean Pagelis, Sean Zheng, Chris Jin, Ethan Donati, Tong Kiat Tan, Alex Peng, Config Wang 
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Ballarat 2017 
 

WORDS / Nicholas White 
                             PHOTOGRAPHY / Jason Kotchoff 
Another certain weekend in Ballarat saw      
MUBC send up a six-strong crew of the        
finest ballers who had nothing else on.       
Lead by the head honcho veteran      
presence of Jason “Smoke” Kotchoff, this      
year’s Ballarat Tournament promised a     
weekend full of the highest quality rural       
entertainment and basketball and on both      

fronts it delivered in spades. 
The crew, consisting of Smoke, James “Abs” Shaw, Campbell         
“Youngblood” Witts, Richard “Sniper” Sze, Bernie “Roider”       
Thompson and Nicholas “Stretch” White stayed in style in the          
finest airbnb Ballarat had to offer. Before competition began, the          
surrounding area had to be scouted out and the resident          
Canadian shown the ways of the Australian outback. 

With preliminaries out of the way, the tournament proper could          
begin. Competition was fierce, with buzzer-beaters made,       
motivational speeches given, sweat poured and hustle plays        
made almost every time down the floor. Abs lead the scoring in            
the first game with deadeye shooting and quickness. 

With a win and a couple of victories robbed from us in the final               
minutes, the team celebrated the only way it knew how….feats of           
strength where Roider aka Roid-Rage aka Biscuits on Steroids         
aka Bernard Thompson bested all comers back to back to back. 

Having balled and partied the weekend away, the team packed           
up, swore the required blood oaths of brotherhood and headed          
back to Melbourne. 

Ballarat Tournament continued to be the excellent weekend         
away it has always been and MUBC has benefited once more.           
Oh, and the abs stayed semi-permanently on display. 

 

 

DRIBBLING BALLS, MAY 2017   |   16 



 

Big V Round 1 - Warrnambool 
 

WORDS / William Burrell 
PHOTOGRAPHY / Foxy Ladies 

 
For the second time this year both Melbourne        
University Big V teams ventured down to       
Warrnambool for the Big V season opener.  

A daunting task for both teams lay ahead of         
them. For the men it was the start of a fresh           
season, a shot against the reigning champs       
and a chance to redeem last year’s disaster,        
the aptly named “Mother’s Day Massacre”.  

For the girls it was a chance to re-establish         
themselves as a top tier team coming off their         

2nd place finish in last year’s competition. The night displayed          
two high-level and competitive games, unfortunately two losses        
were had. The girls went down 51-50 in a game that came down             
to the last possession. Standout performer was Loni Jeffs who          

was rewarded with a bottle of wine from the mermaids. This bottle            
was then redistributed to Alex Godina, who took to it as if it was a               
bottle of Pinot Grigio. 

For the men’s team, it was an even game with 4 minutes to go              
but we could not close out the game and went down 87-77.            
Nicholas Masunda played an outstanding game leading the team         
with 27 points.  

Off the court antics saw some highlight plays as well. Jack           
Railton-Woodcock making it outside of the accommodation and to         
the “da club” paired with Phina being let into “da club” made it a              
memorable night for all. 

 

 
 

 
Our foxy Big V  ladies out on the town 

Jen Naughton, Morgan Foster & Seraphina Newton 
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Communications & Social Media 
 

 
You can now get your fix of instant MUBC gratification across a range of mediums: 
 
     Website: melbourneunibasketball.org.au 
     Facebook: facebook.com/melbourneuniversitybasketballclub 
     Instagram: instagram.com/MelbourneUniBasketball 
     YouTube: youtube.com/channel/UCtjTdUQ0XS2hXz-4SzHKsgg  
     Twitter: twitter.com/MUBCBlackAngels 
 
Did you know that our website has a collection of nearly all Dribbling Balls newsletters dating back to 1974 and has club news and                        
photos dating back to 1953? Or that our YouTube channel has footage of every Big V game in high definition from 2016 onward as well                         
as some of our domestic grand finals? 
 
To stay up to date with tournaments and club events like Trivia and Presentation nights, keep an eye out on our Facebook events and                        
to stay dialled with all the visuals in real time, make sure to subscribe to the Instagram feed. 
 
We also have a mailing list for alumni and so if you are not already on it, what are you waiting for? Sign up now by emailing your                            
admission to the list at: social@melbourneunibasketball.org.au 
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Apparel & Merchandise 
 

 
Warmup / Casual Top $30 

It’s time to complete your MUBC wardrobe with an official Melbourne Uni warmup top. Did 
you know that we have an official name for teams from our club and it’s the coolest one 

going around - the ‘Black Angels’. Bonus points to you if you learn our club song! We have 
now fulfilled a huge order of these super awesome dryfit warmup tops and they are now 

available for sale at training and Big V games.  
 

 
Stubby Holder $10  
A limited supply of collector's edition 
MUBC stubby holders is still available 
for sale from the MUBC club-rooms. 
 
Don’t get caught out with a warm 
tinny in your hands at our next home 
game, grab one now before they run out. 
 

Uniforms - $70 for a set, $40 for a single item  
Is your uniform getting a bit old and manky? Don’t 

despair, Bernie to the rescue. Whether you’re looking  
to upgrade to a new and bouncy elastic waistband  

or you’d like a spare top with a different number just  
for tournaments, we’ve got you covered. 

 
 
Melbourne’s cheapest Alcohol 
It’s well known that our Big V games at the sports center are  
licensed and that the club sells the cheapest booze in town. 
Just another reason why you need to get down to support the 
girls and boys at all their home games. We often follow with  
a night out at the Clyde or Carlton Club - just ask the players. 
 
In 2016, drink prices at the game day bar were: 
$5 UDL (Passionfruit, Orange, Lemon Lime) 
$4 Cider (Monteiths, Coldstream, Apple/Pear) 
$3 Beer (VB, Carlton Draught, some specialty) 
$2 Soft Drink 
$2 Chocolate Bar (Snickers, Mars) 
 
You can’t beat that for value. Visit melbourneunibasketball.org.au 
to find the home game fixture and we’ll see you there. 
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Special Offer - Entertainment Book 
 

 

20% from each sale goes to MUBC 
 

For the fiscally responsible amongst us, if you’ve never heard of the Entertainment Book, prepare to save a lot of money. Basically it’s a                        
must-have voucher book that gets you free meals, free movie tickets, free sporting tickets and pretty much everything else you’ll need                     
to have a great time out and about in Melbourne. You can download it straight onto your phone and when you pay for something (eg. a                          
buy one - get one free meal at TGI Fridays), you just pull out your phone and the cashier will tick off your voucher and halve your bill on                             
the spot. 
 
If you know any family or friends who use the entertainment book, make sure they order it from the MUBC page on the                       
entertainment book site because 20% of all sales from the link below are returned to MUBC as a fundraiser. 

 
When you order your digital membership (or book), make sure to get it from our Melbourne Uni Basketball page: 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1946d79 

 
 

To see what’s inside the book this year, check out: 
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/flickbook/melbourne 

 
 

Learn about digital membership: 
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Entertainment-Digital-Membership 
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