
St. Cecilia Morning Book Group 
Book Selections 2017-18 

Fireplace Room, 9:45 am- noon 

 
September 9, 2017 

Gathering of Larks: Letters to St. Francis from a Modern Day Pilgrim by Abigail Carroll. These letters—part devotion, part 

historical biography, part contemporary engagement and part inspiration reveal the author’s curiosity and wonder about St. 

Francis. 108 pp. 

 
October 11, 2017 

The Roman Catacombs, by Fr. James Spencer Northcote. A history of the Christian City where early Christians attended Mass 

and hid in fear or death from Roman soldiers. Fr. Northcote is a world-renowned expert on the catacombs and gives us a 

fascinating history of the Christian City that flourished beneath pagan Rome. 160 pp. 

 
November 8, 2017 

Take This Bread by Sara Niles. Sara, raised an atheist, for no earthly reason, wandered into a church, received communion, and 

found herself transformed and embracing a faith she'd once scorned. 280 pp. 

 
December 13, 2017 

For Everything a Season by Joan Chittister, Through the famous verses of Ecclesiastes, Chittister reflects on timeless 

themes:  the purpose and value of human life, the balance of joy and sorrow, work and rest, love and loss. 160 pp. 

 
January 10, 2018 

The Interior Castle by Theresa of Avila, E Allison Peers (translator) Dover Thrift Edition. This sixteenth century work was 

inspired by a mystical vision that came upon St. Teresa of a luminous crystal castle composed of seven chambers, or “mansions,” 

each representing a different stage in the development of the soul. 176 pp. 

 
February 14, 2018 

Creativity: Where the Divine & Human Meet by Matthew Fox. The author explores how the highest communion with the 

Divine can be found right at our fingertips in the simplest expressions of human creativity.  256 pp. 

 
March 14, 2018 

New Seeds of Contemplation by Thomas Merton. This book seeks to awaken the dormant inner depths of the spirit so long 

neglected by Western man, to nurture a deeply contemplative and mystical dimension in our lives. For Merton, "Every moment 

and every event of every man's life on earth plants something in his soul.” 296 pp. 

 
April 11, 2018 

Rabbi Paul: An Intellectual Biography by Bruce A Chilton, Paul in the context of his time. 354 pp.  

 
May 9, 2018 

The Thorny Grace of It—Essays for Imperfect Catholics by Brian Doyle, 188 pp.  

Best-selling and award-winning essayist Brian Doyle knows that the heartbeat of Catholicism is found not in papal decrees and 

pageantry, but in the parish halls, potluck dinners, and the believing community. In this spirited collection of more than 40 

essays, Doyle employs his trademark wit, candor, and gusto for life and faith to reignite readers’ excitement for Catholicism as he 

plumbs some of the stickier and trickier elements of the Catholic character. 

 
June 13, 2018 TBD 

 

 

 


