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Income Game (2 screens) 
 

     
 
Income Game Script 
  
Intro Comments: 
 You may have an incorrect perception of where you stand in terms of income and thus you may need tailored financial advice that you 

won’t see on TV, read in magazines or books published for the masses. 
 

1. Screen 1: 
a. Would you say your income is common or uncommon? 

2. Screen 2: 
a. How much income do you think it takes to put a combined income earning household into the top 50%, 25%, 10%, 5% and 1% of all 

income earners in the US today? 
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Income Game Script (continued) 
 

b. You see 
i. To be in the top 50% is really only takes 37K 
ii. 25% 75K 
iii. 10% 128K 
iv. 5%, 180K 
v. 1% 429K 

c. Where are you on this scale? (assuming the prospect is top 10% or better)  
i. So, does that mean your income is relatively common or uncommon? (most will say uncommon)  
ii. That's right. Now before I showed you these numbers, would you have said your income was common or uncommon? (most 

will say common) 
iii. That's right, because everybody you know makes the same kind of money you make. But in reality, the income you make is 

relatively uncommon because somewhere between 90 and 95% of the population makes less income than you. 
d. Consider this as well,  

i. The top 1% of income earners pay 38% of all taxes in this country 
ii. 5% pay 59% 
iii. 10% pay 70% 
iv. 25% pay over 86% of the nation’s tax burden.  

e. Do you think that advice for common income earners focuses on taxation?  
f. Given your income, should you be doing the same things that everyone else is doing, or do want to do some things more fitting to 

your situation? 


