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Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland Transit 

Administration (MDOT MTA) 

Meeting for the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 

 

The following meeting occurred on Tuesday, February 15, 2022, starting at 1:03 p.m. Due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the meeting was held via teleconference call. 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Aaron Campbell CAC Facilitator 

Ben Groff CAC Chair 

Sachin Hebbar CAC Vice-Chair 

Roger Osborn CAC Member 

Barbara Dziedzic   CAC Member 

Jed Weeks CAC Member 

Linda Greene CAC Member 

Christopher Plano   CAC Member 

Towera Loper    CAC Member 

Nora Corasaniti MTA Deputy Director, Governmental Affairs 

Thomas Randall MTA Director, Fare Collection Systems & Services 

Edward Wilson MTA Deputy Chief Financial Officer (CFO) 

Douglas Winslow Guest 

 

 

PROCEEDINGS 

 

Aaron Campbell took attendance of the CAC Members.   

Ben Groff called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.  

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Ben Groff welcomed everyone to the February 2022 Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 

meeting and asked the committee members to introduce themselves. 

Aaron Campbell turned the meeting over to Nora Corasaniti, the MTA Deputy Director of 

Governmental Affairs.   

Nora Corasaniti provided the following update on MDOT MTA Governmental Affairs and the 

Legislative Session: 

• The Maryland Legislative Session has been in session for approximately 1 month.  

Majority of the session has been virtual; however, the Senate will be returning to in-

person starting this upcoming week. 

• There are over 2,000 bills that have been introduced and more are coming. 
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• MDOT MTA Governmental Affairs is tasked with reviewing and tracking any bills that 

have to do with MTA and transportation, coordinating testimony, and providing briefings 

and satisfy any other requests. 

• MTA has given several briefings already on the Purple Line, Passenger Rail update, and a 

general MTA update. 

• MTA Budget Hearings will occur at the end of the month. 

• A few notable bills are: 

 

o SB208 – Assault on Transit Operator Penalty Bill: It is currently awaiting a vote. 

o HB726 – Transportation for Persons with Disabilities:  Allows MTA Mobility to 

utilize Uber and Lyft for transportation needs. 

o HB53 – Dedicated Bus Lanes:  MTA testified last week in the Environment 

Transportation Committee meeting.  MTA is supportive of this bill which allows 

MTA to enforce dedicated bus lane laws more uniformly. 

o Zero Emission Bus Transition Act Bill: MTA offered information but took no 

position. 

o Dedicated Shoulder Area for Bus on Shoulder Bill: MTA offered information but 

took no position. 

o Equity in the Transportation Sector Bill:  MTA offered information but took no 

position. 

o MARC Rail Service Maryland Regional Rail Transformation Act Bill:  MTA has 

yet to develop a position on this bill. 

o East-West Corridor Transit Study Bill:  MTA has yet to develop a position on this 

bill. 

If there is a bill that the CAC Committee is interested in knowing more about, please let Nora 

Corasaniti know so she can provide the information. 

Nora Corasaniti would like to return to the CAC Committee in the early/late summer and provide 

a final overview of annual Maryland Session. 

Nora Corasaniti asked if there were any questions. 

1. Linda Greene asked for a bill number and more information about the MARC Rail 

Service Maryland Regional Rail Transformation Act Bill and the East-West Corridor 

Transit Study Bill. 

 

The MARC Rail Service Maryland Regional Rail Transformation Act Bill is SB514, and 

the East-West Corridor Transit Study Bill is HB778.   

 

A few years ago, there was a MARC expansion bill that was going to increase the 

investment down towards Virginia and up through Newark, New Jersey.  HB778 is an 

extension of the MARC expansion bill. 
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The East-West Corridor Transit Study Bill restarts the process for the Red Line.  The bill 

outlines requirements and requests for stops on the Camden Line. 

 

2. Linda Greene asked if the CAC Committee could receive a copy of the presentation that 

MTA made before the legislative session, so the Committee is aware of how MTA feels 

about each bill? 

 

Aaron Campbell stated that he would follow up with Nora Corasaniti and provide the 

presentation if it is available. 

 

 

3. Christopher Plano asked if the Better Bus Lanes bill was the bill which allows automated 

cameras in the bus lanes for further enforcement? 

 

Nora Corasaniti responded, “Yes. Other jurisdictions can use cameras as well, and not 

just Baltimore City.” 

 

 

4. Roger Osborn asked if Nora and her team are doing anything with the Federal 

Infrastructure Bill as it applies to the MTA? 

Nora Corasaniti responded that questions about the bill after is has passed should be 

directed to the MTA Planning Department because they will be working on how the 

funds will be allocated. 

 

5. Ben Groff asked if MTA will be taking a position on HB 1336 – Transit Governance and 

Funding Commission? 

 

Nora Corasaniti responded that MTA has not yet taken a position on that bill.  After 

session Nora Corasaniti will be willing to come back to the CAC Committee and share 

MTA’s position on every bill and answer questions. 

 

6. Linda Greene asked for more information about the HB 1324– Transit Governance and 

Funding Commission. 

 

Nora Corasaniti stated that HB 1324 – Passenger Rail Authority or HB1336 is different.  

Nora Corasaniti stated that she has not seen HB1336.  

Ben Groff stated that HB1336 was introduced by Delegate Antonio (Tony) Bridges II and 

falls under what activities can be conducted under the Regional Authority Study bill. 
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7. Douglas Winslow, a reduced fare recipient, asked why MTA is not answering his 

concerns regarding his expired reduced fare identification and the Charm Card not 

working in Washington, D.C. since December 2021. 

Aaron Campbell thanked Douglas Winslow for joining the CAC Committee meeting.  

Aaron Campbell stated that he would exchange contact information with Mr. Winslow 

and direct him to the correct office to address his concerns. 

 

Ben Groff thanked Nora Corasaniti for visiting the CAC Committee and welcomed her back 

after the Legislative Session ends in 2022. 

 

Mr. Campbell introduced Thomas Randall, MTA Director of Fare Collection and Edward (Ed) 

Wilson, the MTA Deputy CFO to discuss the Fare Collection questions that the CAC Committee 

has had over the past year. 

 

Mr. Thomas Randall introduced himself as the MTA Director of Fare Collection.  The 

responsibilities under Fare Collection include, but are not limited to collecting, depositing, 

selling, counting, and controlling the passenger revenue funds.  Fare Collection also manages the 

processes and systems used for fare collection.   

 

Ed Wilson introduced himself as the MTA Deputy CFO.  Mr. Wilson stated that his 

responsibilities include payroll, budget, a myriad of fixed assets, etc.   

 

Ben Groff asked the following questions: 

1. Can MTA please discuss the gap that exists in the amount of money coming in from fares 

and the cost of collecting those fares.  The CAC Committee wants to understand how 

“free fares” plays a part in the budget.  

 

Mr. Randall responded that he would like to set up a meeting with Angel (someone in his 

department) to review and discuss in detail the specifics surrounding the question asked. 

 

Jed Weeks stated that Angel contacted him prior to the CAC Meeting regarding 

scheduling a meeting.  Jed Weeks stated that he wanted the information presented to the 

CAC Committee and not just provided in a one-on-one meeting with him directly. 
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Sachin requested that he be included in the meeting with Jed Weeks so they can review 

the information together.  Sachin wants to ensure that the information that is provided by 

MTA will be usable information.  

 

Roger Osborn asked: 

1. In the subway, currently riders use the Charm Pass as a flash pass.  With the new 

system, will this method be used as well? 

Mr. Randall responded, no, there will be different methods available to collect fares. 

 

If attendees have additional questions, please send questions to Aaron Campbell via email at 

acampbell2@mdot.maryland.gov.   

 

The next CAC Meeting will be on March 15, 2022. 

Aaron Campbell thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:43 p.m. 
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