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Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland Transit 

Administration (MDOT MTA) 

Meeting for the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 

 

The following meeting occurred on Tuesday, April 21, 2020, starting at 1:00 p.m. Due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the meeting was held via teleconference call. 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Susan Sperry    CAC Chair 

Ben Groff    CAC Vice Chair 

Jed Weeks    CAC Member 

Linda Greene    CAC Member 

Jeff Barksdale    MDOT Government Affairs 

Dave Myers MTA, Director of MTA Governmental Affairs 

Peach Dolar CAC Member 

Jennifer Cupp    CAC Member 

Marlene Hendler   CACAT Chair 

Peggy Clark    CACAT Member 

Roan Bennett Director, MTA Office of Customer and Community 

Relations 

James Lewis Deputy Director, MTA Office of Customer and Community 

Relations 

Nora Poresinetti MTA 

Denise Hagans   MTA Office of Customer and Community Relations 

LaToya Eff    MTA Office of Customer and Community Relations 

Eleni Flannery    MTA Office of Customer and Community Relations 

Thomas Curtis    Guest (formerly with the MD Dept of Disabilities) 

 

PROCEEDINGS 

Susan Sperry, CAC Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Susan Sperry welcomed everyone to the April 2020 Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 

meeting.   

Dave Myers, MTA Director of Governmental Affairs, provided an update on the Maryland 

Legislation. 

This year, there was a short session due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  This is the first time since 

the Civil War that the Legislative session was cut short.  The volume of bills were decreased 

significantly.  There was one bill that will have a tangible affect on the MTA.  The bill is a study 

bill put forth by Delegate Jared Solomon of Montgomery County.  The bill mandates a feasibility 



2 
 

study with the MTA, Virginia, CSX, and several other partners to expand service into Virginia 

and Crystal City, Virginia, specifically.  The study results are due in 2 years.   

Linda Greene asked what MTA’s position on the bill was. 

Dave Myers responded that MTA wrote a letter of information for the bill.  MTA was concerned 

with the time of the study.  No specific position was taken by MTA. 

Susan Sperry asked if there was a plan regarding a special meeting to address issues that did not 

get discussed because of the session being shortened. 

Dave Myers responded that there was a plan to have a special session at the end of May; 

however, the speaker and Senate decided against that for now.  There may be a special session 

held later in the Summer or Fall of 2020, but nothing is scheduled for now.  If it is deemed safe, 

then some of the issues will be addressed. 

Susan Sperry asked if there was a mechanism in place for emergency items to be discussed while 

the session is currently out due to COVID-19? 

Dave Myers responded that the Maryland Governor would make that decision. 

 

Jeff  Barksdale provided an overview of the status of bills on the Federal level due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.   

Congress has already passed 3 relief packages and are currently negotiating a fourth package.   

a. The first relief package was passed in March 2020 and had $8.3 Billion in 

emergency funding to treat and stop the spread of Coronavirus.  That money was 

sent to acquire testing kits, support vaccine research, etc. The majority of the 

funding went to the Department of Health and Human Services and State and 

local Health Departments for staffing increases and lab equipment. 

b. The second relief package was primarily for Medicaid, food assistance, and 

unemployment insurance.   

c. The third relief package included the CARES Act which included a transit 

provision of $25 Billion that went to transit agencies nationwide.  This funding is 

extremely critical right now.   

 

Jeff Barksdale continued to say that right now all revenue sources are being impacted by the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  The funding in these relief packages must be designated to assist with the 

COVID-19 pandemic.   

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) issued a Facts Document that explains how the 

funding can be used.  Jeff offered to share it with the committee if they wished to review it. 
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Jeff Barksdale stated that he has heard that there may be a fourth and fifth round of Coronavirus 

relief packages.  The fourth relief package may come soon which will include transit funds.  The 

fourth package may include small business loans and funding for hospitals. 

Jeff and his team will keep a close eye on activities in Capital Hill. 

Jeff stated that he is happy to answer any questions the committee may have on the relief 

packages or how the funding can be used.  

Peach Dolar asked Jeff to share the document on how the funding will be used. 

Jeff said that he will provide  the document to the committee. 

Linda Greene asked how the funds are allocated to the States.  

Jeff responded that there is a complex formula that the FTA uses which includes a vehicle miles 

traveled calculator, fare box revenues, and a host of other things to determine how much funding 

each state receives. 

 

Susan Sperry asked for an update from MTA on how MTA services are doing overall during the 

pandemic. 

Roan Bennett provided an update on MTA services.  All service and route updates are provided 

via the MTA website.   

MTA is currently working with the local businesses and medical facilities to ensure that there are 

transit routes running and available for their personnel to get to and from work.   

Mr. Bennett stated that his team has worked with the local community associations throughout 

the metropolitan area to identify what some of their transit obstacles and needs are.  One of the 

major obstacles that MTA is faced with right now is trying to get the operators to locate 

restrooms that are available for their use.  Several businesses and locations are not allowing 

people to enter the premises unless they have an appointment or specific reason for being there. 

The Eastern Division was shut down a few weeks ago due to someone testing positive for 

COVID-19.  MTA was able to deal with situation effectively and conducted contact tracing.  The 

operator did not go to work while they had the virus.  MTA took precautionary measures and 

sanitized all frequently touched surfaces to ensure that the Eastern Division was cleaned 

properly.   

Peach Dolar asked if MTA has issued any guidance to the operators regarding wearing masks or 

face coverings while operating the various modes of transit. 

James Lewis responded that operators are wearing masks and have been given authorization to 

ask riders to leave if they are not wearing a mask or face covering.  

Ben Groff asked if riders will be provided a mask if they board a bus or train without one. 
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Roan Bennett responded that that topic has not been discussed yet.  If that is something that is 

put into place, it would definitely come from the Governor’s level. 

Linda Greene asked if Roan Bennett had any idea as to when all this will be over and when the 

MTA will be completely open again. 

Roan Bennett stated that he is in close communication with not only Maryland and local 

leadership, but also with other state transit administrations.  What he has gathered is that re-

opening will depend on what the world looks like once things decrease all around.  Whatever the 

plan is, it will be implemented and executed very slowly.   

 

Susan Sperry asked how Mobility Services have been impacted due to COVID-19. 

Roan Bennett stated that Mobility Service has seen a decrease of 79% in ridership since the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  Mobility is currently reviewing every requested trip to ensure that it is 

essential.  If a trip is scheduled to drop off at a location that is not a business, medical facility, or 

what appears to be an essential trip; the rider is interviewed to ensure that their trip is essential. 

Susan Sperry thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 19, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.  


