
Checklist for Buying a Video Camera

Buying a new video camera can be daunting, with all the thousands of different options 
available to you. How do you make your choice? Your final pick comes down to what you 
intend to use your camera for.

This checklist will guide you through a few of the most important points to take into 
consideration.

#1 – Your Price Range

Spending more money doesn’t always mean you’ll get a camera that’s better suited for your 
needs. Sometimes buying a lower end camera that does what you need it to do better will 
have you better off than paying more.

That said, before you start shopping, get a good sense for what you’re willing to pay.

#2 – What Resolution Do You Need?

Do you need just a low-resolution camera for shooting YouTube videos? Or do you need a 
top of the line high-def camera for filming DVDs?

#3 – Battery Considerations

There are a few things to consider with batteries. 

First, consider how long the built-in battery will last. Naturally, the longer the better, but it’s 
not the end of the world if the camera has a short battery life.

More importantly, how easy is it to switch out the batteries for a fully charged one? What’s 
the cost of buying an additional battery? Can you use traditional AA batteries, or do you have 
to purchase another lithium ion battery?

#4 – Optical Zoom

It’s important to realize the difference between optical zoom and digital zoom. Optical zoom 
is when your camera uses lenses to enlarge light before it’s recorded digitally. Digital zoom 
takes the same amount of data and enlarges it digitally.

Any time you use digital zoom, you’ll lose quality. In fact, digital zoom can be done after 
filming in just about any video editing software.

Mad Traffic

http://madtraffic.com
http://madtraffic.com


In other words, if you want high resolution videos shot from a far distance, you’ll be better off  
with a camera that has a high optical zoom.

#5 – Memory and Media

There are many different kinds of storage media to choose from. On one hand, you can go 
with the strictly built-in memory cameras. These are particularly good for casual users who 
don’t want the hassle of dealing with memory cards.

On the other hand, for the pros, there’s everything from SDHC / Memory Sticks to MiniDVs 
to built-in hard discs. Each has different storage capacities, limitations and price stickers.

#6 – Other Camera Options

Other options to look for include …

• Light detection. Some cameras are able to detect what kind of lighting you’re filming 
and adjust accordingly.

• Anti-shake. If you’re moving while filming, some cameras can digitally compensate 
for it so the video looks as if you were holding it still.

• Waterproof. If you ever have the chance to take your camera underwater, you can 
get some truly spectacular shots.

• Still picture shots. Some cameras have a button that allows you to take still pictures 
while you’re filming.

• Auxiliary mic. Some cameras allow you to plug in a third party microphone to get 
better sound quality.

• Widescreen. If you’re shooting for DVD or high-quality video, having a widescreen 
camera can give a very cinematic effect.

#7 – Return Policy

Believe it or not, the return policy on a video camera is actually quite important. You never 
know if you’ll really like the camera until you’ve had a chance to take it home for a test run.

Some stores have a zero-return policy, or a return only if defective policy. Others have a 30 
day policy, while still others have a year-long “no questions asked” policy. Naturally, the more 
lenient the better.

These are a few of the most important things to take into consideration when you’re buying a 
digital video camera. Once you’ve made your decision and made your purchase, remember 
that you can always return the camera and choose a different option if it doesn’t turn out the 
way you wanted.
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Low End Comparison Chart
Flip Ultra HD Kodak PlaySport 

(Zx3) HD 
Waterproof

Toshiba 
CAMILEO® 
S30 1080p 

HD

Sony Bloggie 
Touch

Samsung HMX-
E10 1080P Pocket 

Camcorder

Price $259 $134.95 $172.00 $134.99 $86.39

Size 1.2 x 2.2 x 4.2 
inches, 6.1 ounces

2.4 x 1 x 2.7 inches,
1.2 pounds

4.3 x 0.8 x 2.4 
inches,2.8 

pounds

2.7 x 4.9 x 2.7 
inches,9.8 ounces

0.7 x 4.3 x 2.3 
inches,8.8 ounces

Battery 
Type

AA Rechargeable 
(included,) accepts 

AA standard.

Lithium Ion, 
Rechargeable

Lithium Ion, 
Rechargeable

Lithium Ion, 
Rechargeable

Lithium Ion, 
Rechargeable

Resolution 1280 x 720 1920x1080 1920x1080 1920x1080 1920x1080

Built In 
Memory

8 GB Internal 128 MB built in, SD/
SDHC slot 

expandable up to 32 
GB

128 built-in, 
64 GB 

expandable 
SD/SDHC

8 GB Internal MicroSD (not 
included)

LCD 
Display

2 Inch Screen 2 Inch Screen 3 Inch Touch 
Screen

3 Inch Touch 
Screen

2.7-inch Touch-
Screen

Recording 
Time

2 Hours 10 Hours of HD 
Video @ 32 GBs

60 Mins per 
GB  at 420p 

resolution, 20 
mins per GB 

at 720p

4 hours No data from 
manufacturer

Additional 
Features

Includes proprietary 
movie-editing 

software

Waterproof to 10ft Self-Timer, 
Auto-Focus

12.8 MP Stills while 
filming, image 
stabilization

270-degree 
swivelling lens

High End Comparison Chart
Panasonic HDC-TM90K 

3D Compatible 
Camcorder

Panasonic HDC-
SD80S HD SD 

Card Camcorder

Sony 
HDRCX130 
Handycam 
Camcorder

Sony DCR-SX85 
Handycam Camcorder

Price $640 $384.95 $448 $278

Size 1.99 x 2.48 x 4.67, 2.2 pounds 2.02 x 2.32 x 4.29, 2 
Pounds

6 x 4.1 x 7.8 
inches,2.3 

pounds

6 x 4.1 x 7.8 inches,2.3 
pounds

Lens Type 28mm wide-angle lens 33.7mm Wide Angle 
Lens

Wide Angle G 
lens

Carl Zeiss Vario-Tessar lens

Optical 
Zoom

26x Optical Zoom 37x Optical Zoom 30x Optical 
Zoom

60x Optical Zoom

Memory 
Type

16 GB Built In, SDXC/SDHC/
SD Expandable

SD/SDHC/SDXC 
Memory Card (not 

included)

SDHC Flash 
Memory (not 

included)

16 GB Built In, Expandable 
with SD/SDHC or Memory 

Stick
LCD 
Display

3 Inch LCD 2.7 Inch LCD 3 Inch LCD 3 Inch, 270 degree rotating 
display

Recording 
Time

2 hours per recharge 4GB: 30 minutes, 64 
GB: 8.5 Hours

4 hour per 32 
GB card

12 Hours with built-in memory

Additional 
Features

3D Capture Capability Zoom Mic, Wind 
Canceller

Built-In USB, 
10 Different 

Lighting 
Modes, 

Face detection, copy to 
external HD without PC 

connection

Checklist for Choosing Screen Capture Video Software
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Ready to create your own screencast? The first step is to select which software you want to 
use. 

There are a number of different screen capture programs out there to choose from. This 
checklist will help determine which is right for you.

#1 – Your Price Range

Screen capture programs can range from free (CamStudio) to as much as $799 (Adobe 
Captivate) with most being somewhere in between.

#2 – Editing Capabilities

Do you have video editing experience? Do you have your own software? 

If you already know how to edit video in third party software, then the built-in editing 
components aren’t that important. Most video editing software will be more powerful than 
built-in systems anyway.

However, if you don’t have video editing experience, the built-in editors can really help make 
things easier. You’ll be able to cut video, add annotations and subtitles and edit sound tracks 
without too much difficulty.

#3 – Output Quality & Formats

If you intend on burning these screencasts to DVD, you’ll probably want to use software that 
can save to a high resolution format. Many of the lower end programs only export to Flash, 
which is compressed and difficult to edit.

On the other hand, if you just intend on using it to create YouTube files, then having Flash 
formats will work just fine.

Take into consideration who the audience is when you’re determining what output quality 
you need.
 
If your video is going to an audience that’s paying for your screencast, you might want to put 
out a higher quality video. On the other hand, if it’s for free videos, then it’s probably okay to 
use a lower resolution video and save the money on the software.

#4 – Operating System

What operating system are you using? Some software only works on Windows, others on 
only Macs and some work on both.

Once you take the price point, the editing capabilities, the video quality and the operating 
system into account, you’ll have a pretty good sense of what kind of software you need.

Camtasia Studio 7 CamStudio Adobe Captivate Jing Screenflo
w

Price $299 Free $799 Free or 
$14.95/year 

for Pro

$99

Open 
Source?

No Yes No No No
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Camtasia Studio 7 CamStudio Adobe Captivate Jing Screenflo
w

Operating 
System

Windows & Mac Windows Only Windows & Mac Windows & 
Mac

Mac Only

File 
Formats 

Proprietary CamRec File, can 
be exported to any file format

FLV / SWF SWF and Microsoft 
Word slides

SWF on Free, 
MP4 on Pro

QuickTime & 
WMV

Editing 
Capabiliti
es

Yes, built-in advanced editing 
capabilities

Highly limited (use 
external software)

Yes, built-in 
advanced editing 

capabilities

None Yes, built-in 
advanced 

editing 
capabilities

Customer 
Support

Yes, Included No Adobe forums Limited (use 
TechSmith 

forums)

Yes, 
included

Record 
From

Screen & Webcam Screen & Webcam Screen, widget / 
plugin required to 
film from webcam

Screen Only 
on Free, 

Webcam on 
Pro

Screen & 
Webcam

Video 
Limits

None None Only captures 
screen when 

screen changes.

5 Minutes, 
Watermarks 

on Free

No

Sharing Pre-set low resolution web file 
formats for YouTube

Easy YouTube 
uploading, though 
SWF can be tricky 

for other sites.

Easy YouTube 
uploading, though 
SWF can be tricky 

for other sites.

Upload to 
Screencast.co

m on Free, 
YouTube on 

Pro

Easy 
YouTube 

export

Video Editing Checklist & Tips

Want to create a great video? Even without a lot of video editing experience, anyone can 
create a professional-looking video if they just follow the right principles.

Here’s a checklist of a few of the most important principles to follow when you’re creating 
your video.

1. Start with the End in Mind

Have a mental image of how you want your finished video to look, before you shoot any 
video. This will help a lot in deciding what shots to take and what shots not to take. It’ll help 
you determine what kind of equipment you need, what kind of assistance you need and it’ll 
help you set your budget.

By knowing exactly what you want in the end, you’ll avoid the all-too-common problem of not 
having one shot and having to get all the equipment out again just to take that one shot.

2. Learn the Basics of Shooting Video

No matter how good your editing is, you can’t make shoddy film look like great film.

One of the “secrets” to video editing is starting with good footage to begin with. While you 
don’t need to take a 6-month course in cinematography, it can really help to read up on the 
basics of how to hold a camera, how to pan a camera and how to take different kinds of 
shots.
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3. Don’t Use Too Many Transitions

One beginner mistake is to use too many different kinds of transitions, especially flashy 
ones. 

Airplanes flying in and wiping out the screen, the first scene exploding into the second 
scene, etc. are effects that can be used occasionally. 

Your videos will actually look a lot more professional if you just used crossfades, fade-to-
black or fade-to-whites. Pick one and stick to it.

4. Break Up Your Videos (Informational)

If you’re shooting informational videos for DVDs or online lessons, break up your videos.

Anytime you switch to a new topic, fade to black and show a title shot for 3-5 seconds with 
the title to the next section.

This helps break up the clip and prevents people from feeling like they’ve been sitting and 
watching the same video for 20 minutes. Instead, they can feel like they’ve been watching 4 
different interesting 5 minute clips.

5. Audio is More Important Than Video (Informational)

For informational videos, audio is more important than video. Even if your video quality is 
low, people can still understand you and get the benefit of your product. However, if your 
audio can’t be properly heard, you’ll immediately lose your audience.

Again, the secret to great audio comes before the filming. Invest in a good mic. Good 
wireless lapel mics are very common, inexpensive and barely show up on camera.

You should almost never use a camera’s built in mic for filming informational products. 
Camera mics are notorious for picking up extraneous sound. 

6. Learn the “Remove Noise” Filter

Background noise is often picked up, even if you’re using a high quality mic. For most 
beginning editors the “remove noise” filter will quickly become your most used and most 
loved audio filter.

This filter allows you to take a small sample of “empty” video to sample for noise. It’ll then 
create a noise profile and take out noise from all of your video.

There are different degrees to which you can remove noise. If there’s a lot of background 
noise, you usually won’t be able to get rid of all of it. Removing too much noise can result in 
strange pops and other audio artifacts.

All that said however, the “remove noise” filter can still be a lifesaver for anyone working with 
audio that has background noises.

7. Pick One Primary Application

Don’t hop from FinalCut to Premier to Sony Vegas. While it’s a good idea to dip your toes 
into a few different programs to get a feel for what you like, you should pick one as quickly 
as possible to really learn the ins and outs of the program.
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Each program will have different filters, different tricks, different rendering filters and different 
shortcuts. Being able to edit video quickly means learning the ins and outs of one program, 
not to learn a little bit about many.

7. Learn the Keyboard Shortcuts

Learning keyboard shortcuts will shave hours off your editing time. Nobody expects you to 
learn all the keyboard shortcuts for any given program, but you should learn all the keyboard 
shortcuts for commonly executed commands.

Shortcuts for things like Play, Pause, Stop, Play Backwards, Split, Copy, Paste, Cut, Insert 
Marker, etc should all become second nature to you.

The 3 seconds you save by not having to reach for the mouse add up very quickly.

8. Supplement Video Editing with Photoshop and/or After Effects

Two programs that most video editors also work with are Adobe Photoshop and Adobe 
Aftereffects.

Adobe Photoshop is the world’s most popular graphics editing program. Being able to create 
and edit graphics is important for creating title screens, for creating images to add into 
videos and for creating DVD covers and boxes.

Adobe After Effects is a powerful motion graphics program. Unlike a video editing program, a 
motion graphics program specializes in special effects. It works much like Photoshop, with 
layers and effects, except it works on a timeline.

In After Effects, you’ll be able to create just about any special effects you can imagine, 
export it and add it to your video editing program.

You usually can’t create very many special effects in an editing program. Likewise, though 
you can edit in After Effects, you’ll usually want to edit in an editing program instead. (It’s 
much faster.)

9. Learn the Basics of Color Corrections

Learning how to use tools like White Balance, Levels and Curves can make your video look 
much sharper and more color balanced.

Because of lighting, sunlight or just the way your camera works, your film may come out with 
more blue, red or green than it should have. The whole clip will have a “cast” of color 
overlaid over it.

Color correction allows you to remove this color cast and restore the clip to how the colors 
look.

In addition, color correction will allow you to increase and decrease brightness and contrast 
to create a video that really pops, rather than a video that might have slightly dull colors or 
light.

Learning to use these tools well takes just a few hours to half a day of reading tutorials and 
experimenting.

10. Background Music
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Background music can really add “vibe” to a particular clip. In an intense moment, playing 
suspenseful music can help really get the adrenaline flowing.

The trick to background music is to select the right music, but make sure it’s subtly in the 
background enough that it doesn’t interfere with the conversation on screen and isn’t 
consciously noticeable by the audience.

11. Stick to Basic Fonts

Unless you’ve studied typography, it’s usually much safer to stick with proven fonts like 
Times, Arial, Tahoma, Garamond, Helvetica, etc.

Selecting type is an art and science in and of itself. Beginning editors who use outside the 
box fonts usually end up making their videos look amateurish rather than creative. 

But what about the creative fonts you see in the opening of Spiderman or The Matrix? 

Those fonts were constructed from scratch by professionals to match the vibe of the movie. 
Yes, creative fonts can really add spice to a video – But there are so many things that go into 
choosing and creating fonts, that unless you really know what you’re doing, it’s safest to just 
stick with proven fonts.

12. Computing Power

How much computing power do you need?

It depends on what kind of editing you’re doing. If you’re just cutting clips together to create 
a whole video and you aren’t editing regularly, you’ll probably be able to get by on 1.5 GHz 
processing and 1GB RAM.

On the other hand, if you’re running Photoshop, FinalCut, After Effects and Maya (3D 
animation) simultaneously, you’ll probably want at least 2.2 GHz processing and 2+ GB 
RAM. Duel-core processing is a huge plus.

The more hard drive space you have the better. The amount you need depends on your 
video source.

If you’re taking videos from your iPhone, then the video sizes will be relatively small, taking 
up about 1 GB per hour. On the other hand, raw video footage from a high def camera takes 
up 13 GB per hour.

You should have enough room for at least 4 hours of video. In other words, if you’re editing 
iPhone videos, you should have at least 4 GBs free. If you’re editing high def, you should 
have at least 50 GB free. 

13. Making Notes in Your Edits

For any projects that take more than a day or two, you should carefully note what’s what with 
markers.

Markers are little bits of text you can put above your timeline. For example, you can put 
“Mark talks about zebras” in the part of the speech where Mark is talking about zebras.

This can help you find the exact spots you’re looking for on your timeline much faster. It 
doesn’t matter as much for short videos, but once you’re getting into complex projects the 
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many hours spent trying to find the exact moment in a clip where something happens can 
end up taking a lot of time.

14. Understanding Compression

When you’re first getting started, it doesn’t really matter if you understand compression. But 
if you want to produce videos to the exact quality and file size you want, then understanding 
compression becomes quite important.

It’s not just a trade-off of video quality to file size. You also have issues like whether you 
want square pixels (for computers) or rectangular pixels (for widescreen TV.) You have 
issues like interlacing or not, which can change how certain things in your video looks.

Most people will usually only need to produce to one or two formats. In other words, you’ll 
primarily be editing for web videos, or primarily for DVDs, etc. You really just need to learn 
enough to find the one or two compression settings that you can use regularly.

If you follow these tips for editing video, you’ll be able to create high quality, professional-
looking videos yourself without having to spend thousands of dollars on the project.

Checklist for Better ROI on Your Videos

YouTube success isn’t just about getting views. It’s also about making sure you maximize 
the amount of revenue you generate from those views.

Here’s how to get the best ROI on your online videos.

Step 1: Optimize Your Thumbnails

YouTube by default doesn’t let you upload a custom frame. Only YouTube partners, highly 
trafficked consistent uploaders, can choose their own images.

They used to let anyone upload custom thumbnails in the past, but marketers abused the 
privilege by uploading unrelated pictures designed just to get clicks. Today, YouTube only 
lets you select from a number of frames taken from within your video.

To change your thumbnail, click “Edit” to enter the editing menu:
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Then scroll down and choose a thumbnail in the “Video Thumbnail” box on the left.

If none of these thumbnails matches what you want your thumbnail to be, trim a few seconds 
off your video and re-upload it. YouTube will re-sample the video and have a few new 
thumbnails for you to choose from.

Step 2: Watermark Your Videos

Watermarking does several things. First, it builds your brand throughout the video instead of 
just at the end. Second, anytime someone embeds your video, you have a chance of getting 
them to come and visit your website.

To watermark your video, first create a logo in an image editing program like Photoshop. 
Make sure you save it as a PNG, which supports transparency without aliasing. JPEGs don’t 
support transparency at all and GIFs don’t do transparency very well.

In a video editing program, just put your PNG file above the video file and wala, your video is 
watermarked.

Here’s what a watermark might look like:
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Step 3: Begin Your Video With a Quick Promo

Ever notice how most popular YouTube channels have a quick, 5 second promo at the 
beginning? It’s similar to how The Simpsons or Family Guy has a 1 minute song intro in the 
beginning.

The purpose of the intro is to set the vibe for the rest of the video. It’s like welcoming 
someone to your brand, your video and setting the expectations for what the rest of the 
experience is going to be like.

Furthermore, it also makes the video look more professional. Especially if the intro is very 
well done.

How do you create an intro? It could be as simple as a fly in text with a carefully chosen 
background. A combination of Photoshop and a basic video editor should do the trick.

Step 4: End With a Call to Action

What do you want someone to do after seeing your video? Do you want them to visit a link? 
Sign up for a newsletter? Become a subscriber to your channel?

Whatever it is you want them to do, ask them to do it clearly. Put the call to action at the end 
of your video and make it a good 10 to 15 seconds long.

Why? Because the moment the video ends, YouTube is going to put their own promo for 
other people’s videos at the end of your video. Instead of sending your traffic to someone 
else’s video, just put a long call to action at the end. 
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That way, a visitor would have to stare at the call to action for a good 15 seconds before 
they’d be presented with the “related videos.”

Here’s what a call to action might look like:

Step 5: Link to Your Channel or Videos in Your Video

Instead of having users go to other people’s videos after watching yours, why not direct 
them to your YouTube channel or another one of your videos?

You can make links and annotations clickable in your videos. Here’s how.

First, go to “Annotations.” 

Then in the drop down box next to “Add Annotation” and select the type of annotation you 
want.

In the bottom right section of the “Add Annotation” box, click the checkbox named “Link.”
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Then select which type of page you want to link to.

Note: Unless you’re a YouTube partner, you can’t link to an external page.

Finally, enter the target URL into the URL box.

Step 6: Put a Link in Your Descriptions

Having a link in your description makes it easy for anyone to click on it, even when there’s 
no link on screen.

YouTube gives you 1,000 characters to write your description with, a generous allocation by 
any standard. Great descriptions can help give visitors additional information that wasn’t 
provided in the video.

The link however should be provided in the first 27 characters. YouTube will automatically 
display the first 27 characters without cutting anything off. Anything after 27 characters will 
automatically be truncated and followed by an ellipsis.

This is what a link in the description should look like:

Mad Traffic

http://madtraffic.com
http://madtraffic.com


Anything beyond 27 characters will be cut off. If your link can’t fit into 27 characters, consider 
using a service like bit.ly or tinyurl to shorten your URLs.

These are some of the most important factors to getting your videos to convert on YouTube. 
Remember, it’s not just about the traffic. You can easily earn more with a video that gets a 
few thousand views than from a video that gets hundreds of thousands, if the former is 
better optimized.

Optimizing YouTube Videos for Search Engines

YouTube is the world’s second largest search engine, larger than even Bing or Yahoo. It’s by 
far the world’s largest video search engines. 

A well optimized video can easily get you tens of thousands of viewers – Each. A video that 
goes viral can get hundreds of thousands and even millions of views.

Here’s how to optimize your videos for YouTube.

Step 1: Determine Target Keyword Volume

Much as you would if you were optimizing for search engines, the first step to optimizing for 
videos is to determine both the keyword volume and the competition for each keyword 
phrase.

Use the Google Keyword Tool to compile a list of potential keywords. You should target a 
variety of keywords, some of them high volume and high competition, others lower volume 
with lower competition.
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Step 2: Determine Strength of Competition

How strong are competing videos? Do as search for your target keywords and analyze them 
by:

• Number of views

• Number of comments

• Number of replies

• Number of likes

• Number of video responses

• Percentage of people who liked the video, out of total viewers

• Channel subscribers

To view the number of likes, just open a video. It’ll be right under the view count:

To count the number of comments, click on “View All Comments” at the bottom of the page:
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The comment count will be right above the comment box:

Put all this data, along with the total number of views, into an Excel spreadsheet. Do this for 
at least 20 keywords.

Match up the number of views to the strength of the competition. Look for the weakest 
competition, as compared to the highest number of monthly searches. Then select the 
keywords with the best volume-to-competition ratio to optimize for.

 

Step 3: Write a Keyword Optimized, Attention Catching Headline

The headline has two jobs:

1. To get the video to show up when someone searches. Google uses a relevance 
check to make sure the videos that show up are relevant to their search.

2. To convince people to actually click on your video once it shows up in a search.

The most important thing in writing the title tag is to make sure your main keyword is in the 
title. 
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The second most important thing is to make sure that your title has well written copy that 
gets people to click. 

Step 4: Get as Many Favorites, Likes and Comments as Possible

The number of likes, favorites and comments you have are some of the most heavily 
weighed factors for search engine rankings. The more likes, favorites and comments you 
have, the more YouTube is going to think you have a good video.

How can you increase your number of likes, favorites and comments? 

One method is to ask people to do so in your video. You can either hard code into your 
video, or you can do it in annotations.

To do it in annotations, click on “Annotations” when you’re editing a video.

Click the drop down box next to “Add Annotation” to choose what kind of annotation to add.

Finally, craft a mini-sales message to get people to add comment, like or add your video.
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Step 5: Ranking for Related and Suggested Videos

Two potentially lucrative sources of traffic to your videos are related videos and suggested 
videos. What are they?

They’re the videos that show up when someone else finishes watching a similar video, or the 
videos that appear on the right hand side of any video you’re watching.

How do you get your videos to appear for on related or suggested videos? Especially other 
high trafficked and relevant videos?
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First, work on the credibility of your own video. The more views you have, the more 
comments you have and the more likes you have, the higher your likelihood of showing up in 
suggested or related videos at all.

It’s hard to get a new video to show up in suggested or related videos. But after you have a 
few thousand views, it really makes sense to try to get them to show up.

Start by copying all the keyword tags that other videos in your industry are using. Having 
closely related (but not identical) keyword lists tells YouTube that your videos are on as 
similar subject.6

Then, try to also duplicate the same keywords they target in their title. Of course your title 
tag should be completely different, but having the same main keyword can really help you 
land in suggested or related.

Finally, make sure you pick a good video snapshot for your video. In addition to your title, 
your snapshot is what others will judge your video based on. The higher the CTR to your 
video from a related video, the more YouTube will think your videos are related and the 
higher your video will show up in the future.

Step 6: Getting Backlinks

Much like getting rankings in the SEO world, getting rankings in videos requires getting 
backlinks. The more backlinks, the higher your video will rank.

How do you get backlinks?

The first and most important thing is to have a truly original and high quality video. If you 
create a video like that, it’s only natural that other people will want to link to your video as a 
resource.

In addition however, you can do quite a bit of manual link building.

Use sites like Squidoo and Hubpages to get high quality, relevant backlinks. Link to the 
video from your own site(s). Use distributed articles to get a high number of backlinks.

To wrap things up, it’s important to remember that the majority of YouTube users never try to 
deliberately get their videos to rank. If you’re focusing on video rankings, you’re already in 
the top 1%. In time, if you follow the tips outlined in this report, your rankings will very likely 
beat your competitor’s.
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