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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
We are excited that your student will be experiencing Core Curriculum by MidSchoolMath this year! 
MidSchoolMath is a direct product of extensive research and development by teachers who wanted to make a 
difference in their math classrooms. 
 
MidSchoolMath strives to help students see that math is relevant and holds value and meaning in the 
world. The curriculum is designed not only to enhance student engagement, but also to provide stronger visual 
representation of concepts with focus on logic structures and mathematical thinking for long-term 
comprehension. We infuse these concepts throughout the curriculum. 
 
Core Curriculum by MidSchoolMath is a blend of both digital and print materials, with students utilizing both 
electronic devices as well as pencil and paper. For every lesson, your student will be interacting with math content 
in a variety of ways, including simulations and games, practice printables, clicker quizzes, low-stakes test training 
and student reflections.  
 
Our unique approach to curriculum features The Math SimulatorTM, which provides students an immersive 
experience to practice defining variables and create problem-solving strategies, often prior to receiving data for 
computation. This method allows for students to engage in a math problem within its context, without being 
overwhelmed with information; rather, they seek to explore the data to find what is relevant and meaningful to 
the task. Thus, this method reinforces in the minds of the students that math has purpose.  
 
Our curriculum is founded on the following beliefs: 

• Mathematics is best learned in context: Knowing how to, but not when to, is insufficient. Students should 
see math as a meaningful tool within their world. 

• Productive struggle: Not knowing how to solve a problem at the outset is ok and should be expected. 
Students will develop strong habits of mind, such as perseverance and thinking flexibly, instead of 
simply seeking the correct solution. 

• The Testing Effect: Students’ long-term retention increases when they are given the opportunity to 
practice recall of information through frequent low-stakes tests. 

• Peer Teaching: Students learning from other students is a powerful mechanism, wherein both the 
“teachers” and the “learners” receive learning benefits. 

 
We invite you to contribute to your student’s learning by facilitating discussions at home about what they are 
learning in math class. Ask your student to log in to their MidSchoolMath account and show you their math work.  
Try your best to listen and not be critical. Expect that math problems and solutions may be presented differently 
than how you were taught. This is where your assumptions and beliefs about math play a vital role in your 
student’s mindset. If you believe you are “bad” at math, chances are your student is forming the same belief.  
Research indicates that growth mindset is the most important element for student success. One word can help 
change this belief. Help your child learn that they may not understand a math concept…“Yet.”  
 
MidSchoolMath is dedicated to changing how math is taught so that every student has an opportunity to gain 
fundamental math skillsets that are applicable and necessary in today’s world. No person is as important in this 
role to help them as their primary parent or guardian. Thank you for supporting your student and their teacher in 
their mathematical endeavors this school year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

The MidSchoolMath Team 
 



Common Questions from Parents about MidSchoolMath 
 

1. Why does your curriculum focus on the middle grades?  
 

Nearly every school, in every district across the nation, shows a 
decline in math scores in the middle grades. Based on nearly 20 years 
of evidence from international tests, the decline in math scores from 
5th to 8th grade in the United States is the greatest in the world. 
Middle school is a critical time, as students shift from concrete 
concepts, like addition and subtraction, to more abstract and 
complex concepts to prepare for algebra, geometry and statistics.  
 
MidSchoolMath was founded on the idea that we must change how 
math is taught during the middle school years, when it matters most. 
This focused curriculum is specifically designed for middle school 
students and their development stage and to support their transition from elementary to high school.   
 

2. Why do you call it a growth mindset curriculum?  
 
The assumption that all students can learn math and that there isn’t a “math brain” underlies the 
foundation of Core Curriculum by MidSchoolMath. By fostering growth mindset, we address the 
underlying beliefs that students have about math class and their math identity. Core Curriculum by 
MidSchoolMath introduces math through story as way to offer entry points for all learners. This 
approach creates opportunities for authentic conversation and collaboration in which the whole 
classroom is invited and engaged. Students are given permission to make mistakes, take time to 
grapple, and explore multiple solutions.  

 
3. How does this curriculum answer the question my middle school math student asks everyday: 

“When am I ever going to use this?” 
 

“When am I ever going to use this?” is the quintessential question posed by most middle school math 
students. Core Curriculum by MidSchoolMath immerses students into a story context in which the math 
makes sense… right now! Using high quality film and animation, students are engaged in rich, 
authentic narrative problems that have purpose and meaning to not just resolve the math, but to 
resolve the story. And by having interactive visuals and narrative in each lesson, students are better 
able to recall, use and apply the mathematical concepts, a powerful way to support long-term 
comprehension.  

 
4. Is your curriculum digital or print? 

 
Core Curriculum by MidSchoolMath is both digital and print. Students have access to a dynamic online 
system that supports their learning through visuals, stories, and simulations that are relevant and 
engaging. The digital platform allows students to directly experience how each math concept actually 
works, and provides a simulation trainer, like a flight trainer, to allow students the opportunity to 
practice, input their own data, experiment and “fail safely.” Teachers may print student materials from 
the digital system or provide Student Workbooks for students to complete their math practices, self-
assessments, and summarize learnings in student reflections. 

 



5. My child has an Individual Education Plan (IEP). How does MidSchoolMath support SPED 
students and other learning differences? 

 
Core Curriculum by MidSchoolMath is intentionally designed to allow all students to engage in learning 
grade-level math. Students are immersed in math problems and are encouraged to think of multiple 
paths to arrive at solutions. Teachers are given multiple ways to provide additional support or 
challenges (to expand learning) customized to each student’s ability by math concept. This includes 
detailed supporting instructions and differentiation plans, with modifications or extensions, for 
teachers to ensure they have the necessary tools and structures to engage all students.  
 

6. My child is an English Language Learner (ELL). How does MidSchoolMath support them? 
  

Clear and explicit instruction and resources for teachers to support English Language Learners are 
provided throughout Core Curriculum by MidSchoolMath. Teachers have access to a Detailed Lesson 
Plan with specific recommendations and differentiation plans. Subtitles are provided for all videos to 
support comprehension. Detailed Lesson Plans also contain activities that help support all students, 
including English Language Learners, to develop the ability to engage in mathematical conversations 
and vocabulary, an important part of the math practice standards. At the end of each unit, Core 
Curriculum by MidSchoolMath includes a Math Perspectives activity to encourage students to draw on 
their linguistic skills, cultural and personal experiences and to learn more about one another. 

 
7. What does a typical math lesson look like?  

 
You can access a full sample lesson for each grade (5-8) from Core Curriculum by MidSchoolMath online 
at www.midschoolmath.com/core-curriculum.  
 

8. What can I do as a parent or guardian to support my student(s)? 
 

We encourage you to help your child embrace the struggle that comes with learning new concepts. 
Adults often want to immediately jump in and help their child who is having problems with an 
assignment. Rather than focusing on helping your child find the 'right answer', we instead encourage 
parents and guardians to ask questions about mathematical thinking and processes, like: What are you 
trying to find out or solve in today’s story? How might you solve this another way? Do you think your answer 
makes sense?  
 

 
 
 


