
Questions from Spiritual Seekers
Part Two 

“Why Does God Allow Suffering?” 
Selected Scriptures; Job
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Home Group Homework
For the week of  September 30, 2018

GETTING TO KNOW ME:
 • What did you get into trouble for when you were young?

 • What are the most important qualities in friends?

REVIEW:
What stood out to you from this weekend’s service?

DIGGING DEEPER:
When we deal with hard questions we are often faced with the reality that 
they don’t have the answers we would like. This week’s topic of  why bad 
things happen is no exception. It is however, a question worth asking and 
discussing because the reality is we will all face suffering at some point in 
our lives.    
Read: Job 42:1-6

 1. Outside of  what was discussed in the message, what are some 
explanations you’ve heard for why suffering happens?

 2. Why do people’s answers for why suffering exists often not help 
people who are suffering?

  a. Why do you think people feel the need for answers when it  
 comes to bad things happening?
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 3. Of  the answers provided in the message for the allowance of  
suffering, which do you like the best and which do you not?  
(Free Will/Fallen World/Draws Us To God/Displays God’s Work In 
Our Lives/Helps Take Our Eyes Off This World)

  a. How can/does suffering draw us closer to God?

  b. Why is comfort often a hinderance to a close relationship with God?

We spent some time talking about the life of  Job as a great example of  
someone suffering. He did not “deserve” it and he was never given a 
reasoning for what happened to him, yet in many ways he is our best 
example.

 4. How does it make you feel that God shows up at the end of  Job’s 
story but doesn’t answer his questions?

 5. Why is it important to be able to trust God no matter the 
circumstances?

 6. Why is it important to always remember that God knows what it is 
like to suffer?

  a. How does this fact, and the fact that this world is not all there is, 
 help us with suffering?

APPLICATION
 1. How do you typically handle suffering?

  a. What can you do now to put yourself  in a better position to 
 handle bad things in the future?

 2. How can you help someone who is suffering or just going through a 
hard time right now?

 3. What is one piece of  advice you wish you could give your younger 
self  when it comes to hard things he or she will face in the future?

PRAYER REQUESTS:
(Spend some time with your group praying for each other’s One Life or 
the discovery of  a One Life for people who do not have one.)


