
 
 

MOYVANE PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Fr. Kevin McNamara, P.P.  089/4044816. Presbytery & Office  068/49308; Secretary: Jacqueline 

Parish Office is CLOSED until further notice.  www.dioceseofkerry.ie E-mail: moyvane@dioceseofkerry.ie   

NO PUBLIC MASSES UNTIL FURHTER NOTICE IN MOYVANE OR KNOCKANURE CHURCHES 
      I am continuing to say daily Masses behind closed doors. The following are the  

      intentions for this week. Please note the celebrations in BLUE are on YouTube*. 

      Sat   18th   7.30pm  Mike Greaney, Bunagarha & Leitrim Middle (Anni) 

      Sun   19th  10.00am  Tim & Hannah Leahy, Trien (Anni) 

      Mon   20th   7.30pm  Gabriel McNamee, UK (Rec Dec) 

      Tues 21st   7.30pm  Thanksgiving for Betty Moody’s recovery 

      Wed 22nd   7.30pm  Tom McNamara, Cooraclare Village (Anni) 

      Thurs 23rd   7.30pm  Cathy Murphy, Rec Dec 

      Fri 24th    7.30pm  Laurence Collins, Lisaniskea (Anni), his wife Ellen &  

            their son Maurice 

      Sat 25th   7.30pm  Margaret, Patrick & Oliver Carmody, Cuss (Anni)   

      Sun 26th  10.00am John Shanahan, Kilbaha (Anni)       

*For YouTube connection search Church of the Assumption Moyvane & click on the stained glass window – this 

will bring you to the YouTube page to view the above celebrations. 
 
 

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS SUNDAY: Fr. Brendan Walsh  087/7913271.  Emergencies only. 

OFFERTORY & DUES ENVELOPES: There has been a great response to handing in Offertory and Dues 

envelopes. Many have handed in multiple back dated envelopes from previous weeks where there was no 

Offertory subscriptions at all. Your great generosity has resulted in €1,980 from Offertory envelopes and 

€2,888 from Dues envelopes. I really deeply appreciate your great financial support at this very vulnerable 

time.  Be assured of my continual prayerful support. 

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY:  To Noreen McEvoy & family and Seán Foley & family on the death of their sister 

Maureen Moloney, London & l/o Barragougeen.  To Betty & Ger O’Connell & family on the death of Betty’s 

brother in law Joe O’Carroll, London & l/o Tullamore, Listowel.  To the Moriarty family, Bally Road, Ahalahana 

on the death of their sister Babs Palmer (née Moriarty) who died in London.  To the Mulvihill family, 

Gurtdromosillihy on the death of their uncle John Joe Mulvihill, Tara, Co. Meath. We extend sympathy to his 

wife Joan, his sister Teresa in Chicago and extended family.  May Maureen, Joe, Babs and John Joe enjoy 

Easter Blessing in the presence of the risen Jesus in God’s Kingdom.  Please keep their loving families in your 

prayers as they are severely restricted in honouring the aforementioned, as they would like.   The following 

families have requested prayers for those whose Anniversaries occur at this time – Annie McMahon, 

Carrigkerry (mother to Julie Fitzmaurice) and Tom Sheehan, Kilbaha who died on Good Friday 17th April, 1981.  

May all those we have prayed for and all whose Anniversaries occur around this time rest in peace. 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY: Let us reflect this Sunday on God’s mercy to you and the whole world.   You can 

follow the Divine Mercy Devotions from Knock Shrine on www.knockshrine.ie at 3pm on Sunday.  Those of you 

who have Divine Mercy Novena leaflet can join your prayers to theirs.   

THE CUCKOO HAS ARRIVED IN THE PARISH:   A delightful call from a parishioner who is cocooning at 

home to say she had just heard the cuckoo from her front door.  Good news that the cuckoo is back! 

                                                          TOUCHING IS BELIEVING 

Please don’t get alarmed by the headline!  I’m not advocating a breaking of the current severe restrictions.  You 

see this Sunday has always been known as ‘Doubting Thomas Sunday’.   For Thomas he was sick and tired of all 

his pals telling him that Jesus was risen.  In plain language he told them “unless I can touch His wounds I 

refuse to believe”.  Thomas wouldn’t survive these difficult days.  For him physical contact with others, but 

especially with Jesus was most important.  In his moments of doubt and uncertainty Thomas needed Jesus 

close to him, he needed His friendly, comforting presence.  So restricted with physical contact now, Jesus has 

the power and the strong desire to touch and protect each of us.  Let us like Thomas make that prayer daily 

‘My Lord and My God’.  While far apart physically this weekend let us ask for a strengthening of our faith.  

Jesus continue to touch and guide all of us now and always.   
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    LEARNING  HOW TO CELEBRATE LIFE RATHER THAN LEARNING HOW TO FIX IT 
I miss you all very much.  Our gatherings for Masses, Baptisms, Weddings have all been cancelled.  I have 

celebrated three funerals in the Parish since the shutdown on March 14th – Hannah Keane, Kilmorna in 

Knockanure Church, Patsy Hayes, Clounbrane and Jimmy Kirby, Glenalappa in Moyvane Church.  Thankfully none 

of their deaths were associated with C19.  The restrictions that the above families had to adhere to due to 

HSE guideline was so painful for all who mourned Hannah, Pasty and Jimmy.  They are in my prayers and Masses 

at this time.  Most of us have been given many more blessings than we have received, we do not take time to be 

blessed or make space for it.  We may have filled our lives so full of other things that we have no room to 

receive our blessings.  Isn’t it a great blessing since we shut down that we have had no C19 deaths in our Parish.  

One of our oldest parishioners, Betty Moody, Woodgrove, who has overcomeC19 and returned to a rapturing 

reception as she was applauded as she entered her lovely home.  Surely Betty’s victory shows us how to receive 

blessings.  Many years ago I had a First Friday call to Mai. She had a hard life and worked all her life cleaning 

homes in order to raise six children and more than a few grandchildren.  A mighty woman, who in some profound 

way never left the holy ground of her childhood.  She always viewed her faith as a blessing and a gift that she 

was always grateful for.  By the time our paths had crossed, she had grown old and was suffering with cancer.  

Mai celebrated life.  Her laugh was a pure joy.  It made you remember how to laugh yourself.  These past few 

weeks just thinking of her makes me smile.  Every time I called on First Friday with Holy Communion and I 

would ask Mai “how are you doing?”, she would chuckle and reply,  “Fr. Kevin, I’m blessed.  I am blessed” The 

night before she died, I called, and her loving family gathered around her bedside.  I went to bless her with 

the holy oils.  I had tears in my eyes and instinctively I whispered, “Mai, how are you doing?”  There was a 

sound I could not identify, which slowly unwrapped itself into a deep chuckle “Fr. Kevin, I’m blessed, I am 

blessed” Mai was one of those people.  I am blessed too.   How about you?  Count your blessings.  Thank God we 

all have got this far safe and well. 

GRADUATION 
Our thoughts and prayers are with our young parishioners due to sit the Leaving Cert this year.  The 

uncertainty you, your families and teachers find yourself in is painful and distressing.  Our prayerful support is 

with you at this time.  Rudyard Kipling once addressed the graduating class of McGill University in Montreal, 

Canada.  He spoke on this theme: 

“If a person’s scale of value is based solely on material wealth, that person will be in difficulty all his or her 

life.  Do no pay too much attention to fame, power and money.  Some day you will meet a person who cares 

for none of these, and then you will know how poor you are” 

LOVING POWER OF GOD OUR FATHER 
Some people think that if you have enough faith life will be plain sailing for you.  This of course is not so.  The 

fact that you can swim doesn’t give you control over the sea.  It doesn’t prevent you from getting knocked 

about in the very same way faith doesn’t shied us from the hard knocks of life or death.  What then does faith 

do?  It enables us to live in a topsy-turvy world, without getting lost of giving into despair.  It gives us 

bearings, just as swimmers trust that if they don’t panic, and if they do a few simple things, then the power of 

the sea will uphold them.  So as believers (people of faith) entrust their lives to a power greater than 

themselves.  A power greater than us all.  This power is the loving care of God the Father.  That same loving 

Father who brought his Son back from the dead.  May He continue to protect us and keep us going in these 

difficult times.  

HUGE STONES AND LOCKED DOORS 
Easter Gospels tell us that the disciples were huddled in fear and 

paranoia behind locked doors wanting only to protect themselves.  

Then the Risen Jesus came through their locked doors, the doors of 

their fear and self-protection and breathed peace into them. May 

that same Jesus breathe peace and protection into us.  Special 

blessings to all over 70 who are cocooning and find this time very 

difficult and lonely.  We are all so proud of the responses that you 

are making.  New days for all of us please God will come again.         
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