
 
 

MOYVANE PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Fr. Kevin McNamara, P.P.  089/4044816. Presbytery & Office  068/49308; Secretary: Jacqueline 

Parish Office is CLOSED until further notice.  www.dioceseofkerry.ie E-mail: moyvane@dioceseofkerry.ie   

NO PUBLIC MASSES UNTIL FURHTER NOTICE IN MOYVANE OR KNOCKANURE CHURCHES 
      I am continuing to say daily Masses behind closed doors. The following are the  

      intentions for this week. Please note the celebrations in BLUE are on YouTube*. 

      Sat 11th    7.30pm  HOLY SATURDAY – Liturgy & blessing of Pascal Candle 

            Mass Intention for all Parishioners at home & away 

      Sun 12th  10.00am EASTER SUNDAY – The Resurrection of the Lord 

Mass Intention - Brendan, in Dublin, just diagnosed with   

cancer and on chemotherapy, and for his family at this time 

      Tues 14th   7.30pm  Special Intention 

      Wed  15th   7.30pm  Richard Stack, Clounbrane (Anni) & his wife Hanna 

      Thurs 16th    7.30pm  Mai Quinn, Leitrim West (Anni) 

      Fri   17th   7.30pm  Teresa Kennelly, Lisaniskea, Kilmorna (Anni) 

      Sat   18th   7.30pm   Mike Greaney, Bunagarha & Leitrim Middle (Anni) 

      Sun   19th  10.00am  Tim & Hannah Leahy, Trien (Anni) 

*For YouTube connection search Church of the Assumption Moyvane & click on the stained glass window – this 

will bring you to the YouTube page to view the above celebrations) 
 
 

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS SUNDAY: Yours truly  089/4044816.   Emergencies only. 

OFFERTORY & DUES ENVELOPES: Very many thanks to all who have responded to dropping Offertory & 

Dues envelopes into the letter box at the front door of the Presbytery.  This week we banked €1,020 from 

Offertory envelopes and €525 from Dues envelopes. I really deeply appreciate your great financial support at 

this very vulnerable time.  Be assured of my continual prayerful support. 

TRÓCAIRE: This week every year you would be returning your Trócaire boxes.  Trócaire have been in touch 

saying that boxes will be returned at a date yet to be announced after this crisis has ended.  If you can, please 

donate online or over the phone.  Donations can be made online at https://www.trocaire.org/donate/make-a-

donation  A number of Trócaire boxes have already been handed in and we will hold them for the moment.  

THE PETER MCVERRY TRUST:  Amber Brown, Fundraising Administrator with The Peter McVerry Trust has 

sent the following note to us. “Thank you to all at the Parish of Moyvane for your support in helping us in raising 

funds for the Peter McVerry Trust.  Congratulations on your success in raising €363.40 through your Crib 

offerings at Christmas”.  Thanks for your support and generosity.  

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY: To Eileen & Tim Joe Sheehan, The Village on the death of Eileen’s mother Bridget 

O’Donoghue, Donoughmore, Cork who died this week and her aunt Ellen Fulignati, Blarney (sister to Bridget) 

who died the previous week.  Private funerals are taking place.  May Bridget and Ellen rest in peace.    

                                                       A RESURRECTION TREE 
This surely is our strangest Easter ever, I hope and pray you are all keeping safe and well.  My prayerful 

support is with you.  Some years ago, a young woman planted a shrub in her lawn beside some sheds.  It was 

covered with lovely red berries and was of the weeping variety.  In December 1997 during a very bad storm, 

the sheds were destroyed by lightening.  The family were devastated with the loss and destruction.  It took 

months to even clear away the debris, but one day in the Spring the man was coming to the end of cleaning up, 

when he lifted up the final sheets from the ground, there was the little shrub lying flat on the ground.  When 

the weight came off, the tree sprang up again.  Its name doesn’t matter; from there it became a resurrection 

tree.  Admire and give thanks for the resurrection of people you have encountered during these stay at home 

days.  People who like the tree, spring up again and again after heavy knocks and set-backs.  Thank God for such 

people – resurrection people.   

TEN SECOND SERMON 
*Strength in prayer is better than length in prayer!  Let us continue our strength of prayer in our Parish 

that we will continue to be safe and well during this difficult time, with God’s help. 
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WHAT TO DO IN THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 
The message of the Cross of Jesus, the message of every cross is that there is 

strength in weakness.  There is no shame in being needy.  There is no shame in crying 

out for help.  Yet Jesus’ final lesson is the most difficult to follow.  We hate to be 

needy, we hate to ask for help.  When I look at the relatively few crosses that have 

been part of my life or when I reflect on the crosses that others have been asked to 

carry, one thing is certain:  Those crosses were never carried alone.  We all need and 

have been blessed with a Simon of Cyrene, who helps carry the crosses that enter our 

lives.  Jesus cried out, “I am thirsty” when life turns dark we need to follow the 

example of Jesus and ask for help.  When the cross enters our lives, we should reach out for help.  Jesus got 

sour wine, but it was enough.  The help we get might be very ordinary.  A friend may sit with us and listen to 

our troubles.  A teacher might give us a little extra help.  A priest may raise his hand to extend absolution.  A 

neighbour may comfort a huge person who is numb with grief.  A good friend might bring over a casserole or a 

sinfully rich dessert.  A brother might sit on the back steps and share a beer.  A sister might cry with you and 

help you smile in recalling the better days. Our crosses have the power to weigh us down, to crush us, but they 

can also be invitations to ask for help. A shared cross is always lighter.  Jesus helped all who came to Him in 

need, but before He could say “It is finished” He needed to open up and ask His executioners for help.  Our 

lives will never be finished or fulfilled until we learn to receive help as freely as we give it.  Our Parish and 

indeed all Parishes are experiencing terrible pain and heartache with the fall-out from Covid-19.  Many of our 

Parishioners are working fantastically well in health care, home helps, Paul & Co in Knockanure with hot dinners, 

the lovely sensitive staff at Holly’s, good neighbours and the over 70’s, the young children – the list is endless.  

All of the above have been fantastic in creating a caring and loving presence in helping all of us cope with the 

severe restrictions.   Jesus Son of the Living God, help us follow Your example and ask for help when the Cross 

or the shadow of the Cross enters our lives.  I am carrying your intentions to my daily Mass and prayers.  We 

will, with the help of God get through this.  Easter blessings to you and yours.   

LOVE, PITY AND COMPASSION 
Charlie Chaplin was one of the most celebrated and one of the most controversial comedians 

ever.  He died, God rest him, in 1997.  He was a genius of the silent films and he left behind 

miles of film playing on our heartstrings as the loveable little tramp.  He wrote many brilliant 

& successful songs and finally an autobiography which was acclaimed for decades afterwards.  

When he was one year old his parents split up and his mother, a singer was left to look after 

him.  Things went reasonably well until his loving Mum’s voice failed to recover from a bout of laryngitis.   Their 

savings vanished and his Mum’s belongings were sold to help keep them alive.  She took up dress making as her 

only means of support.  Chaplin recalled that they lived in a world of utter poverty, but the great love his 

mother had for him kept him going.  “I remember an evening in our own room in the basement of Oakley Street.  

I lay in bed recovering from a fever.  Mother and I were alone.  It was late afternoon and she sat down with 

her back to the window reading acting and explaining the New Testament and Christ’s love and pity for the poor 

and for little children.  She read well into the night stopping only to light the lamp.  Then she told me of the 

healing Jesus gave through helping the sick.  She described Jesus and His arrest and dignity before Pontius 

Pilate, in His last agony crying out ‘My God, my God why have you forsaken me?’  Mother had me so convinced 

that I wanted to die that very night to meet this loving Jesus.  But mother said ‘Jesus wants you to live first 

and fulfill your destiny here’.  That night left a lasting impression on me” Chaplin went on to explain the lasting 

image of Jesus which his loving Mum left him through her reading of the Bible, especially the Passion stories.  

He said when he thinks of those times he thinks of Jesus in three words LOVE, PITY and COMPASSION. 

What a lovely image for all of us to hang on to this Easter – a true picture of Jesus.   

NOTICES 
EIRGRID COMMUNITY FUND: With Eirgrid having to cancel the fund launch evening on 4th March and no 

subsequent meeting arranged. There is no information as to how things are progressing.  Due to the current C-

19 crisis and the subsequent lockdown, groups and organisations may be experiencing difficulties in getting 

quotes and advice they deem suitable for the Eirgrid Community Fund with a value of €205,000.  Groups 

interested should contact Catherine Scully from Secad on 087/3523421 or on email at cscully@secad.ie  The 

expiry date was named at 15th May if that still stands or not is not clear.  
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