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MASSES FOR THE COMING WEEK 

Vigil and Sunday Masses – Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th January 

MOYVANE:   Sat      11th    7.30pm  Hanna Stack, Clounbrane (Anni) & her husband Richard 

KNOCKANURE:  Sun       12th  10.00am  Michelle Foley, Kilmorna (Anni) & her grandad Michael Keane 

MOYVANE:               11.00am  Parishioners 

     Church of the Assumption Moyvane: Monday 13th to Sunday 19th January 

     Mon      13th    7.30pm  John Gregg, Aughrim (Anni)  & dec of the Gregg & 

            Hanrahan families 

     Tues     14th   7.30pm  Mary O’Sullivan, Kilbaha (Anni) & dec of the O’Sullivan family 

     Wed     15th   7.30pm  John Michael O’Sullivan, Causeway (Rec Dec) 

            (brother of Doreen Flaherty, Moher) 

     Thurs      16th   7.30pm  Catherine Scanlon, Leitrim West (Anni), her husband John 

            & their son Tom 

     Sat      18th   7.30pm  Bill Horan, Aughrim (Anni) & dec of the Horan family 

     Sun      19th   11.00am Annie McMahon, Carrigkerry (Rec Dec) 

            (mother of Julie Fitzmaurice, Mail Road Cross) 

     Church of Corpus Christi Knockanure: Sunday 19th January 

     Sun      19th    10.00am Mass of Thanksgiving 

 

 

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS SUNDAY: Fr. Brendan Walsh  087/7913271.  Emergencies only. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: KNOCKANURE:  Tuesday 10am – 5pm; MOYVANE:  Wednesday 10am – 7pm. 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTIONS: Offertory (Sun 5th) €1,420.76; Diocesan Collection (Holy Land) €700; 

Shrines Moyvane €307; Shrines Knockanure €124.45; Crib Moyvane €103.20; Crib Knockanure €27.17; 

Offertory (Feast of the Epiphany) €214.29; Dues €475.  Very many thanks for your generous contributions. 

KERRY DOWN SYNDROME: would like to sincerely thank all those who contributed to the Church Gate 

collection in Knockanure on Sunday 29th December.  Amount raised was €237.57. Many thanks. 

CRIBS:  The Cribs in both Churches and the Presbytery lawn will be coming down on Wednesday next.  You still 

have a few days for your prayerful intentions and thanksgiving to be prayed at them before they are packed 

away.  We thank God that it has been a most enjoyable and spiritually uplifting Christmas in our Parish.  Thanks 

to all who contributed to making it so special.  Thank God too, we were free from accidents and tragedies.  May 

the peace and joy of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph bless and guide us throughout 2020.   

NOTICES 
REACH ACTIVE WORKS: Full road closure on the Kilmorna road - Mon the 13th to Fri 17th and Mon the 20th to 

Fri the 24th of Jan from 8am to 6pm on each day. People travelling to Abbeyfeale will have to divert by Athea 

or Listowel.  Minor works on Knockanure road Mon 13th to Fri 17th - traffic lights.   Padraig 086/6072159. 

GREAT SUCCESS:  The Jimmy Collins – Nano Nagle recent fundraiser was a terrific success.  Well done to one 

and all who contributed in any way to raising €2,101.  Jimmy says a big “thank you” to all. 

THE FUTURE – A MYSTERY 

People are sometimes annoyed with my rhyming!   Enjoy the following as we enter 2020: 

“Let go of the old, reach out for the new, 

For the past is cold and the future is due;  

Each year holds memories, Some happy – some sad,  

Treasure the good, let go of the bad; 

Make the most of each day,  

At work, pray and at play, for 2019 is history,  

The future 2020 – a mystery.  

Enjoy it to the full – 2020 here we come!! 
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                             BY WATER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT 
When I started celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism over 38 years ago, children 

were brought for baptism after Sunday Mass.  They were baptised without any 

preparation.  That has all changed now.  Parents are instructed beforehand on the 

meaning and importance of baptism.  Their responsibility for the Christian upbringing 

of their own children is stressed.  Most of us do not remember our own baptism 

because we were too young for it to make a lasting impression on us.  It is easy 

therefore for us to take our baptism for granted and to forget about it .  The more 

baptisms I celebrate the more I realise how beautiful this starting Sacrament is.  

The anointing with chrism tells us that we are like Jesus - anointed one, having received the gift of the Spirit.  

The white garment,  which the babies dislike so much, remind us of the gift of innocence and purity which are 

ours as Christian gifts which are restored by God’s forgiveness even when we forfeit them by sinning.  The 

lighted candle speaks to me of the hope that this newly baptised baby will catch the faith from his/her 

parents, just as the baby’s baptismal candle catches the flame from the Easter Candle.  When we pray the Our 

Father, that special prayer that Jesus taught us, we do so in the baby’s name, trusting that the young child will 

speak to God and know Him as Father.  We also wonder at our own baptismal dignity, made children of God and 

able to call God our Father.  The ability of Christian Churches, many years ago, to recognise each other’s 

baptism as valid, has been the single most important ecumenical development in our times.  It was given an 

objective basis for accepting each other as sisters and brothers in Christ and as member of one Church.  It 

has not put an end to our division but it has placed them in context and prevented us from giving them the 

absolute importance we once did.  Precisely the same point could well be made about clergy and people.  

Whatever our ministry in Christ Body the Church, we all share the one fundamental priesthood of baptism.   

Anything else is secondary, however important.  As St. Augustine said, “For you, I am a bishop, with you I am a 

Christian”.  Sometimes we are told that the Church is not a democracy.  Our common baptism suggests that 

perhaps it should be.  After all, Jesus Himself was baptised and what a wonderful day that was.  Value the 

gifts of your baptism as you start another New Year.   

PLAYING A POOR HAND WELL! 
A good number of years ago there was a popular song called ‘The Deck of Cards’.  Do you remember the story 

behind it?  An American soldier caught playing cards in Church is hauled before the commanding officer, but 

managed to talk himself out of trouble by relating features of a pack of cards to aspects of Scripture.  Very 

ingenious!  I was reminded of all this when I read a quote from writer Josh Billings:   

“As in a game of cards, so in the game of life we must play with what is dealt out to us; The glory consists not 

so much in winning as in playing a poor hand well” 

TEN SECOND SERMON 
 Those who are quick to promise are generally slow to perform.  

 The Cross is a ladder to Heaven. 

 If you are bitter in the heart, sugar in the mouth will not help you. 

 Life is made up of getting and giving and forgetting and forgiving. 

BAPTISM 
Baptism was not over and done with when the Priest poured water over our infant foreheads.  The truth is we 

are being baptised by everything that happen to us in life.  We are baptised by trials and difficulties:  in their 

turbulent waters we are purified of all that is false and useless.  We are baptised by suffering:  in those murky 

waters we grow in humility and compassion.  We are baptised by joy:  in its gurgling waters we experience the 

real goodness of life.  We are baptised by love:  in its singing waters, we blossom like flowers in the sun.  To be 

baptised is to be christened which means to be made like Christ.  The Sacrament, however, only begins this.  It 

is like the planting of a seed.  It will take a lifetime for this seed to grown and ripen for the image of Christ to 

be formed in us.   

ATTRACTIVENESS OF JESUS 
A small boy determined to draw a picture of Jesus, at last give up his effort.  “You haven’t drawn Jesus” said 

his teacher.  “No”, said the small boy, “I couldn’t make him beautiful enough”.  As a new school term kicks off, 

blessings to our teachers, pupil, parents and staff of our school.  May the beauty of Jesus move all our hearts 

and touch them as He touched the little boy who was not able to draw Jesus, because He was too beautiful!!  


