
 
 

MOYVANE PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Fr. Kevin McNamara, P.P.  089/4044816. Presbytery & Office  068/49308; Secretary: Jacqueline 

Parish Office times: Mon & Thurs 10am – 12noon; Tues & Fri 10am – 1pm; Closed Wednesday. 

Book Masses (Months Minds & Anniversaries) Baptisms & Weddings during Office hours.   

Safeguarding Children:  Jim Sheehy, Designated Liaison Officer 087/6362780. 

www.dioceseofkerry.ie  E-mail: moyvane@dioceseofkerry.ie.   

MASSES FOR THE COMING WEEK 

Vigil and Sunday Masses – Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th December  

MOYVANE:   Sat     14th   7.30pm  Peggy & Michael Sheehan, Leitrim Middle (Anni) 

KNOCKANURE:  Sun      15th  10.00am  Larry McCaffrey, Fermanagh & Knockanure (1st Anni) 

MOYVANE:               11.00am  Seamus O’Flaherty, The Village (Anni) 

     Church of the Assumption Moyvane: Tuesday 17th to Sunday 22nd December 

Tues  17th   7.30pm  Mickey Buckley, Glin Road (Months Mind) 

     Wed 18th   7.30pm  Ned & Sheila Buckley, The Village (Anni) 

     Sat  21st   7.30pm  James Hartnett, Leitrim West (Anni) & his parents  

            Maurice & Mary  

     Sun  22nd   11.00am   Ned & Maureen Sheehy, Leitrim Middle (Anni) 

     Church of Corpus Christi Knockanure: Monday 16th to Sunday 22nd December 

     Mon   16th   7.30pm  Kathleen Buckley, Bawnaraha (Anni) 

Sun  22nd  10.00am  Willie O’Connor, Kilmeaney, Kilmorna (Anni) 

      

      

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS SUNDAY: Canon Declan O’Connor  087/0908949.  Emergencies only. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  KNOCKANURE:  Tuesday 10am – 5pm; MOYVANE:  Wednesday 10am – 7pm. 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTIONS: Offertory €1.351.88; November Off €5; Dues €150.Very many thanks. 

COLLECTIONS ON THE RISE: I wish to really acknowledge those generous Parishioners who have come 

forward in recent weeks with donations of €250 plus to the Moyvane Parish Fund.  As an eligible charity, we are 

able to claim tax relief on donations of €250 or more in the tax year.   These great contributions together with 

donations from the Offertory Box Scheme help our parish greatly.  Very many thanks to those who have come 

forwards in recent weeks.   

CONCERN CHURCH GATE COLLECTION:  Concern Church Gate collection this weekend 14th /15th December.  

The staff, students and parents of Tarbert Comprehensive School will be collecting for this most worthy 

charity. Please give as generously as you can. Thank You. 

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY: It has been a painful and shocking week for our Parish with two sudden deaths Tom 

Culhane, Snr., Leitrim East and Con Healy, Moyvane North.  Amazingly, both of them were boyhood neighbours 

and both have birthdays quite close to each other - just approaching 70.  Our prayerful support to Ina Culhane 

& family Noreen Healy & family on their sad losses.  May Tom and Con Rest In Peace.   

PASTORAL AREA CONFESSIONS:  in St. Mary’s Church, Listowel on Monday 16th December at 8pm. 

CAROL SERVICE - MURHUR  N.S:  The pupils of Murhur National School will be performing a Christmas 

Carol Service on Friday 20th December at 10:30am in Moyvane Church. There will be a special collection on the 

day for the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust (who were so generous and supportive of the O’Donoghue & Leahy 

families recently). The school extends an invitation to parents, grandparents, family, friends.  All welcome.   

                                               JOYFUL SUNDAY – WHAT IS JOY? 

A lot of people confuse joy with pleasure, but there is a world of difference between them and unless you know 

this difference, you have not yet begun to live.  People who have tasted real joy are suspicious of pleasure 

because pleasure sometimes can be the death of joy.  Joy consists in having a love affair with life. It is having 

a heart a glow with warmth for all your companions on the road of life.  It’s a blend of laughter and tears, it is 

knowing how to share with other people.  It is looking for the happiness that comes in small packages, knowing 

that the big packages are few and far between.  It is making the most of the present and enjoying what is at 

hand right now.  Joy is love bubbling over into life.  Surprisingly, it can co-exist with pain.  Joy is the flag you 

fly when Jesus, the Prince of Peace, is resident within your heart.  Fly the joy flag this weekend. 
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THE SURGEON AND THE SCRUBBING BRUSH 

I wish to share with you the story of the surgeon and the scrubbing brush.  I experienced this story.  He’s a 

busy, successful man and his family want for nothing, but when his daughter got engaged, he handed her a 

parcel containing only an old-fashioned scrubbing brush.  Puzzled and laughing, she asked, “Daddy is THIS my 

engagement present?”  Gently her loving Dad explained; he had always wanted to be a doctor and surgeon.  As a 

clever young man, a university place was assured, but his father was dead so it would mean a real sacrifice on 

his mother’s part.  He’d offered to take a job instead.  His mother wouldn’t hear of it, saying they would 

manage somehow, and they did, though it meant she was up at five every morning scrubbing stairs.  He pointed 

out to his daughter that his good life and hers all stemmed from his mother’s love.  The humble scrubbing 

brush was, in a way, the symbol of his success and her love.   He wanted his daughter to know and appreciate 

how it had all been made possible by a woman often weary, who, instead of seeing steps before her saw a 

stairway to her son’s dreams.  I’m delighted to tell you that when all the engagement presents were proudly put 

on display for myself and the others to see – there in the middle of them was the scrubbing brush with the 

label ‘from Daddy’.  This third Sunday of Advent (Joyful Sunday) is a delightful time to look back with 

gratitude to all those who lovingly and willingly made great sacrifices for all of us that we might have good 

lives.  There is something very special for me about the surgeon and the scrubbing brush!  Does it draw you to 

loved ones who made such similar sacrifices for you?  I certainly hope so. 

EXAMPLE IS SO, SO IMPORTANT! 
I never cease to laugh at the tale of the little boy who was asked to say grace at Sunday lunch at which special 

visitors were to be present.  Danny was shy and unsure what to say until his Mum suggested that he should 

repeat what Dad had said at breakfast.  So, when the moment came, Danny took a deep breath and said “OH, 

GOD, WE HAVE HORRIBLE PEOPLE COMING FOR LUNCH TODAY.  PLEASE GIVE ME STRENGTH!  Especially 

at Advent and Christmas, good example is so important for our young children.  They have very attentive ears 

and impressionable hearts.  So good example is vital in conversation and actions. 

CHISTMAS ACTIVITY PLAY? 
Many years ago, while working in St. Mary’s, Kirkby, Liverpool, I met Fiona in the local shop.  “Oh, Fr. Kevin, I’m 

going to be an angel in our Christmas activity play at school”.  She hadn’t got the right word, but I have a 

feeling she had the right idea.  In those days as I watched the children’s Nativity plays in our schools and 

churches, it always seemed to me that the boys and girls were not only just playing parts, but rather as though 

they were really there.  Their little hearts and souls fully participating in the actual events of the beautiful 

Christmas story.  It truly was an ‘activity’ for them.  Isn’t that how Christmas should be for us all?  Not just an 

event we watch from the outside, but something in which we are actively involved, living the whole wonderful 

story all over again. 

CULTIVATE OUR PERSONAL LIFE WITH FAITH 
It has been said of Italians, that their first loyalty is to the family, then to the region they are from and 

finally to their country.  It reminds me of what the great Chinese philosopher Confucius said long ago.   

“To put the world in order we must first put the nation in order; to put the nation in order we must put the 

family in order; to put the family in order; we must cultivate our personal life with faith.  Advent is a lovely 

time to cultivate our faith.  How are your weeks of Advent going? 

NOTICES 
ROADWORKS UPDATE:  There may be a traffic light system in place on the Moyvane –Knockanure road next 

week. Info Pádraig 086/6072159.  Also, minor trenching and ducting works will take place next week on the 

Moyvane/Tarbert road under a stop and go traffic management system.  Info Shane 087/9829576. 

THANK YOU FROM THE SENIOR CITIZENS:  The aforementioned committee wish to thank all who 

attended their annual Christmas Party, which was held on the 17th November.  Thanks to Fr. Kevin for 

celebrating Mass with us.  This Christmas Party would not be the success it is without the generous support of 

businesses in the Parish who continue, year in – year out, to give so many generous spot prizes.  A special thank 

you to main sponsors Irish Wire, North Cork Creameries, ICA Guild and to the Marian Hall Committee for the 

free use of the hall.  We wish each and everyone a Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year.  

SVP COLLECTION:  In spite of awful weather conditions last weekend, your contributions to the SVP 

collection were simply fabulous.  Many thanks also to those who are putting items in the food baskets in both 

Churches.   These baskets will remain in place until Sunday 22nd.  Very many thanks. 


