
 
 

MOYVANE PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Fr. Kevin McNamara, P.P.  089/4044816. Presbytery & Office  068/49308; Secretary: Jacqueline 

Parish Office times: Mon & Thurs 10am – 12noon; Tues & Fri 10am – 1pm; Closed Wednesday. 

Book Masses (Months Minds & Anniversaries) Baptisms & Weddings during Office hours.  Thank you. 

Safeguarding Children:  Jim Sheehy, Designated Liaison Officer 087/6362780. 

www.dioceseofkerry.ie  E-mail: moyvane@dioceseofkerry.ie.   

MASSES FOR THE COMING WEEK 

Vigil and Sunday Masses – Saturday 30th November & Sunday 1st December 

MOYVANE:   Sat    30th   6.00pm Seán O’Connor, Inchamore (1st Anni), his father John & 

            deceased of the O’Connor family. *PLEASE NOTE TIME 

KNOCKANURE:  Sun       1st  10.00am  P.J. Nolan, Kilmorna (Anni) & his father Denis 

MOYVANE:               11.00am  Bridie McCarthy, Gurtdromosillihy (1st Anni) 

            Enrolment Ceremony for Confirmation children 

     Church of the Assumption Moyvane: Tuesday 3rd to Sunday 8th December 

     Tues   3rd   7.30pm  Nora O’Donoghue, Perth, Australia  (Months Mind) 

     Wed    4th   7.30pm  Maureen Foley, Gurtdromosillihy (Anni) & Patrick Foley 

            Sydney & l/o Gurtdromosillihy (Rec Dec) & deceased of the  

            Foley family 

     Fri    6th   7.30pm  Tom Hanrahan, Aughrim & New York (Rec Dec) 

                  his parents Thomas & Mary Ellen & his brother & sister  

            Con & Helen 

     Sat     7th   7.30pm  Maurice & Joe O’Connell, Dooncaha, Tarbert & deceased 

            of the O’Connell family 

     Sun     8th  11.00am  Paudie O’Connor, Upper Direen, Athea (1st Anni) 

            (Feast of the Immaculate Conception on Monday 9th)  

     Church of Corpus Christi Knockanure: Thursday 5th to Sunday 8th December 

     Thurs    5th   7.30pm  Mary Hickey (née Fitzgerald), New York & l/o Beenanasbig 

     Sun     8th  10.00am  Sheila Nash, Gortdromagouna (Anni) & deceased of the  

            Nash family 

      

    

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS SUNDAY: Fr. Seán Hanafin  087/8341083. Emergencies only. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  KNOCKANURE:  Tuesday 10am – 5pm; MOYVANE:  Wednesday 10am – 7pm. 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTIONS: Offertory €1,558.70; November Offerings  €145.  Very many thanks.  

DIOCESAN COLLECTION:  At all Masses this weekend in aid of the Diocesan Youth Service. 

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY:  To Tom Foley & family, Gurtdromosillihy on the death of his brother Patrick in 

Sydney, Australia last Sunday.  May Patrick Rest In Peace. 

        NOTICES 
CHIROPODIST:  In Marian Hall on Tuesday December 10th at 10am.  To book phone Noreen on 49238.   

B-ALERT GROUP:  Anyone wishing to join the Knockanure B-Alert group contact Danny on 087/6863726. 

KNOCKANURE COMMUNTIY CENTRE:  Rambling House Thurs 5th Dec at 8pm. Contact Ann on 086/3090948. 

Active Retirement Day on Monday 9th starting with Mass at 12noon followed by dinner and music by Stevie 

Donegan.  €10.  All welcome.  If attending please contact the Centre on 49799. 

LISTOWEL CRAFT FAIR: Seanchaí Centre on Sunday December 1st from 12pm to 5pm.  Lovely gift ideas.  

ROADWORKS UPDATE:  Full road closure on the Trien road Mon 2nd to Fri 6th of Dec with no through traffic 

from 8am to 6pm and a diversion route in place. Local access for residents but no through traffic during 

closure times.   Traffic light system in place on the Moyvane-Knockanure road during the week.  Info Padraig  

086/6072159.  Also works on the Moyvane / Tarbert road between the Newline Road and the Coop in Moyvane 

Village from 7am to 7pm Mon to Fri. Works between Newline Rd and the Bally Rd(Roches cross) junction under 

a full road closure with a diversion route, local access for residents affected by the closure but no through 

traffic will be allowed during closure times. Works between the Bally Rd(Roches cross) and the Coop with be 

under a single lane closure with stop and go traffic management.   Info Shane 087/9829576. 
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                                                                   PUTTING CHRISTMAS ON TRIAL 
Welcome to Advent!  As we begin our preparation for Christmas with four weeks of Advent I want you to 

imagine that our manner of celebrating Christmas goes on trial.  How do you think such a trial would go?  Read 

on and see:   

THE CASE AGAINST 

I’m writing to people who want to celebrate Christmas properly, so I’ll pull no punches.  I’ll tell you exactly what 

I think.  Let’s face it; Christmas is nothing but a big spending spree.  Think of the gifts, toys, lights, 

decorations, food and drink that we are forced to buy and consume.  It’s all a money racket.  The only people to 

benefit are the traders who laugh all the way from the Crib and it’s getting worse.  Each year Christmas seems 

to start earlier.  At a time of widespread financial difficulties, it encourages excessive eating and as for 

drinking, some people would not think it was Christmas if they were still steady on their feet at the end of the 

day.  It also encourages the worst kind of selfishness in our children.  We spoil them by buying them all sorts 

of expensive toys, which they neither need or appreciate.  Santa has become more important than Jesus.  It 

raises false hopes, especially among the poor, the lonely and depressed.  Everyone looks forward to it with 

heightened feelings, naively expecting something out of the ordinary.  It awakens memories in the lonely that 

are best left asleep and when Christmas is over people feel worse off than ever.  Season of peace and goodwill, 

how are you?  It doesn’t really break down any barriers between people, because we share our goodwill only 

with our friends and acquaintances.  Enemies are never guests at Christmas dinner.  Christmas goodwill is like a 

flower that blooms and dies in the one day.  On Christmas Day we treat each other like pieces of China.  The 

following day we treat each other like footballs.  As for religious meaning, it does a dis-service to our religion.  

It’s getting less and less Christian every year.  It lets loose a tidal wave of materialism. The spiritual hasn’t a 

chance.  Instead of preparing a way of the Lord, all it does is prepare a way for commercialism.  What I find 

most objectionable is the mingling of God and Mammon, something which Jesus utterly condemned.  It’s a pagan 

feast.  Christ hardly gets a look in.  Yet to celebrate Christmas without Christ is like celebrating a wedding 

without the bride and groom.  It’s all such a terrible waste of time, effort and money.  Christmas is a poor shop 

window for our religion.  Christ would have nothing to do with it.  Neither should we.  Now let me put a case for 

Christmas.   

THE CASE FOR 

When all is said and done Christmas recalls the greatest event of all time - The Incarnation.  This means that 

God’s Son came down on earth as to raise us up by conferring on us the dignity of Children of God.  This is at 

the heart of the whole celebration.  Of course there is a lot of loneliness at Christmas, but Christ comes to 

share this loneliness with each of us. It is when we are lonely that we can reach out to Him and He will befriend 

us.  We have a great deal of togetherness too, at Christmas there is a great out-pouring of goodwill.  People we 

have forgotten during the rest of the year are remembered.  Scattered families are reunited.  That can’t be a 

bad thing.  Wars cease, if only for a short time, we see how wrong killing is.  It’s better to get a glimpse of the 

light than to live in perpetual darkness, nor are the poor forgotten.  More is done form them at this time of 

the year than any other time.  Christmas encourages generosity and gives people an opportunity to share with 

the less fortunate.  Christmas touches our hearts and opens them to God and to other people.  Scrooge, the 

shut-in miser, is driven from our hearts and we feel liberated and renewed.  I admit that there are some 

excesses in eating and drinking but it is right that people should be happy and celebrate at this special time. 

Christ comes among us with His gifts of joy, peace, love and light.  It is not time for long faces.  I don’t agree 

for one moment that it is devoid of religious meaning.  I think it acts as a great spiritual tonic to so many 

people.  The Churches are overflowing.  Many prodigals come back to God at this time. If only for one day, they 

experience the warmth of His love and His home.  Many aspects of the commercial side disappoint us all.  Christ 

told us all that there will be weeds among the wheat right until judgement day, but this doesn’t mean that we 

have to leave the whole field to them.  We must go on sowing the good seed. Christmas is a marvellous 

opportunity to do this.  There was no room for Jesus on the first Christmas.  So many turned Mary and Joseph 

away.  The innkeeper refused to let them into his premises, but Jesus still came to those who were waiting for 

Him.  He come to all those, who like Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds were ready to welcome Him.  He will come 

to each of us too.  All we need do is make a little space for Him in the manger of our hearts.  So there you have 

it.  Christmas on trial.                                    

THE VERDICT 

Verdict will be printed in next week’s newsletter.  Don’t miss it!! 


