
 
 

                  MOYVANE PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Fr. Kevin McNamara, P.P.  089/4044816. Presbytery & Office  068/49308; Secretary: Jacqueline 

Parish Office times: Mon & Thurs 10am – 12noon; Tues & Fri 10am – 1pm; Closed Wednesday. 

Book Masses, Baptisms & Weddings during office hours.  Thank you. 

www.dioceseofkerry.ie  E-mail: moyvane@dioceseofkerry.ie.   

MASSES FOR THE COMING WEEK 

Vigil and Sunday Masses – Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd June 

 MOYVANE:   Sat   1st   7.30pm James Duggan, Murhur (Anni) 

 KNOCKANURE:  Sun  2nd   10.00am Nancy, Jack, Josie & Rubi McMahon (Anni) 

 MOYVANE:     11.00am Michael Flaherty, Glenalappa (Anni) 

                                 Church of the Assumption Moyvane: Tuesday 4th to Sunday 9th June 

    Tues  4th   7.30pm Exam Mass for Junior & Leaving Cert students  

        & their families.  Everyone welcome. 

    Wed  5th    7.30pm Kathleen Dore, New Houses (Anni)  

& deceased of the Dore Family 

    Fri   7th   7.30pm Hughie Fitzmaurice, Leitrim Middle (Anni) 

    Sat   8th   7.30pm Jack Mulvihill, Woodgrove (Anni) 

    Sun    9th  11.00am John Kearney, The Village (Anni) 

        & his parents Dan & Bridie 

Church of Corpus Christi Knockanure: Thursday 6th to Sunday 9th June 

Thurs  6th   7.30pm Kathleen & Tom O’Dwyer, Shrone, Listowel 

Fri 7th   7.30pm Eileen Goulding, Knockanure Village (Anni) 

Sun 9th  10.00am Denis & Nancy Flaherty, Lisaniskea (Anni) 

 

                                  

PRIEST ON DUTY THIS SUNDAY: Canon Declan O’Connor  087/0908949. Emergencies only. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: KNOCKANURE:  Tuesday 10am – 5pm; MOYVANE: Wednesday 10am to 7pm. 

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTIONS:  Offertory €1,556.80; Dues €100. Very many thanks.  

DIOCESAN COLLECTION: At all Masses next weekend 8th/9th June in aid of Family Services & Accord.  

IRISH CANCER SOCIETY:  Would like to thank all who helped and contributed to their Church Gate 

Collection in Moyvane on 25th/26th May.  Total collected was €733. 

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY: To Mossie, Phil & all the Molyneaux family on the death of Mossie’s brother Tom, 

Meen, Listowel whose funeral took place during the week.  Mass for the happy repose of Tom’s soul will be 

celebrated in Moyvane on Saturday 20th July.  To the Brassil family, Lower Aughrim on the death of their 

loving mother Kitty whose funeral took place in Moyvane on Thursday last.  May Tom and Kitty enjoy new life 

and new blessings in God’s Kingdom.  May they Rest In Peace.  

        NOTICES 
KNOCKANURE COMMUNITY CENTRE:  Rambling House on Thursday 6th June at 8pm in Knockanure 

Community Centre.  All welcome. Come along to enjoy a great night of music, song and dance.  Adm free. 

Refreshments served.  Contact Ann Flavin on 086/3090948. 

Active Retirement Day on Monday 10th June. Music by Stevie Donegan. €10.  All welcome. If attending please 

contact the Centre on 49799. 

TIDY TOWNS: Just to remind everyone that adjudication can take place anytime over the coming weeks. We 

need your continued support to help ensure that our village is looking well. People are asked to have a look 

around their own area to see where improvements can be made. Clean ups will be taking place over the summer. 

Next Clean up Wednesday night June 5th at 7.30pm. Hope to see you then. Pickers etc provided. 

ROADWORKS UPDATE: The L1013 from Tarmons Cross to The Cross of the Woods will be closed from 

Monday 27th May at 8 am. This will be a 24-hour closure until 7pm on Friday 31st.  The road will be fully opened 

on weekends. The L6020 Piermount road -  works have started on the passing bays and the road will remain 

open for these works.  

HOLIDAY WEEKEND:  Welcome to all visitors.  Enjoy all the games.  A safe weekend to all.  

http://www.dioceseofkerry.ie/
mailto:moyvane@dioceseofkerry.ie
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiGq4GsysXiAhUsQxUIHbtXBXkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.wincalendar.com/Ascension&psig=AOvVaw3NJ0mLvn_oONoXhyJRM9fE&ust=1559385617779946


 
 

         UNPLEASANT QUESTIONS 
I wish to start by complementing both of our National Schools on the excellent, very prayerful and meaningful 

celebrations we all enjoyed and experienced in our First Holy Communion Masses.  Their class teachers Ms 

McDermott in Scoil Chorp Chríost and Mr Galvin in Murhur N.S.  together with all staff in both schools did a 

very fine job in guiding and helping the children.  God’s blessings to all the children in having a long and grace 

filled relationship with Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.  

First Holy Communion in some homes both within the Parish and 

right across every Parish in Ireland raise unpleasant questions 

about the expense involved.  In other families it will raise the 

question of conscience.  Not for a minute am I dismissing the 

headaches caused by the cost of a child receiving Holy Communion 

or Confirmation but I’d like to concentrate on the conscience 

question – the dilemma that some parents and priests find 

themselves in because the parents are not practising their faith.  

Sadly, this kind of situation is on the increase each year and 

raises problems for parents and priests alike.  

                                            COMPLEX PROBLEM 

It is a complex problem.  There is nothing to be gained by anyone scoring cheap points.  It is too easy to say 

that this is the time to challenge the parents into practising.  If they refuse to co-operate then there is no 

question of their child receiving Holy Communion.  That is blackmail, a way of getting at parents through the 

child in the long term, this approach has terrible results.  It is no solution either to say that the Priest should 

give the sacrament to the poor child – to insist that anything else is heartless and a cruel victimisation of the 

innocent child.  Why punish the child for the sins of its parents some say.  So, putting these two arguments 

aside, maybe we should try to look at what the Sacraments mean to us. I think we have a very poor grasp of 

what First Holy Communion and Confirmation are about.   

JUVENILE DEBS 

The modern view of both is that of a juvenile Debs party.  The concentration is on the dress, the hotel meal, 

the whistle stop tour of relations for money and so to bed.  It is hectic, very costly and misses the point.  If 

you limit First Holy Communion and Confirmation to that understanding, there is no earthly reason why the 

faith and the practise of the parents should come into the reckoning.  If it is primarily a social occasion, then 

their own commitment is as irrelevant to the day as is their politics.  But of course it is not just a social event 

but mainly a religious one and that is the real crux.  It is a religious event in the life of an eight or a twelve 

year old who still depends on parents for values and attitudes.  The faith of a child today is still dependent on 

the faith of the parents.  

ENCOURAGEMENT AND EXAMPLE 

A child needs the encouragement, the example and the support of its parents to prepare for First Holy 

Communion and to continue to guide and encourage them in their faith formation.  The attitude of the parents 

is still the greatest influence of the child’s approach to the Sacraments and the living out of them.  If a child 

sees the Mass, Holy Communion and your faith as important to you, the child will also take it as important to 

him or her.  If the opposite is true, then no amount of teaching, meetings or big splash on the day will 

compensate for the big empty hole at the heart of the child’s grasp of the meaning of what is happening.  I 

know many parents who are switched off.  Some don’t seem to bother much with Mass or the Sacraments.  

They can by the loveliest of people – friendly, getting on well with life and it’s up and downs.   But come Holy 

Communion and they and their priest have a difficulty.  Other parents are careless but still have a deep faith.  

It may be marriage problems or a bad experience with Church at a funeral time or just sheer laziness but they 

rarely go to Church.  Midnight Mass and Easter Sunday they go but other times of the year no.  They are 

totally switched off.  Faith is dead and that’s it.  The whole thing is so much mumbo-jumbo to them.  These 

June days after our May First Holy Communion celebrations, the faith of many parents and indeed all of us is 

on trial.  Some years from now the First Holy Communion children of today will themselves be parents, will they 

have faith to put on trial? 

PRAYERFUL GOOD WISHES & BLESSINGS TO ALL DOING EXAMS: We have a special Mass on Tuesday 

evening for all those sitting the Junior and Leaving Cert exams.  We entrust all students to the guidance of 

God’s Holy Spirit.  Please find exam prayers at the back of both Churches.   
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