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FEEL LIKE A LOCAL.Visit Valley County and you’ll experi-
ence welcoming hospitality that warms your soul, lively events 
that create priceless memories and unique destinations that 

fuel your sense of adventure, your desire for relaxation, or both. 
In this publication, you will find all the things locals are proud 

of and what they enjoy most 
about their lives in Ord, North 
Loup, Arcadia, Elyria and all the 
rural space in between. 

Discover local treasures like our 
corner coffee shop across the street 
from the historic Valley County 
courthouse, and where residents 
find the best fishing spots. Learn 
about the community festival 
offering all the free popcorn you 

can eat, and the best entry points for floating adventures on the two 
rivers flowing through Valley County. Find out where families go 
for Sunday brunch, and how to get to the hometown brewery where 
you’re sure to make a local friend or two. 

When you visit Valley County, you’ll feel like a local. 
If you’re wondering about other events and must-see  

attractions in our county, please call the Valley County 
Tourism office at (877) 728-7875. We would be happy to  
visit with you! We know you will enjoy your time in our  
community, and the next time you venture to Valley County, 
you will feel like you’re returning home. 

Kristina Foth 
Valley County Tourism 

Photography by Nebraska Life Magazine’s 
AJ Dahm and Alan J. Bartels. Writing 
by Alan J. Bartels. Design by Tannon 

Asche, Emily Levine and Carla Schaffer. 
Advertising sales by Beth Foland.

Publisher Chris Amundson. 
All content is copyright 

2018 by Flagship Publishing, Inc.
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ON THE COVER: Kayakers float the North Loup River near Elyria. Live 
music plays during Scratchtoberfest. Re-enactments preserve Valley 

County history at Fort Hartsuff State Historical Park. 
Catfish make big memories at Auble’s Pond in Ord’s Bussell Park.

Above, clockwise: Kayakers, pelicans, Polka Fest and Fort Hartsuff State Historical Park.
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Valley County has come a long way since the time of Indian battles, 
chalk mining and frontier forts. Never forgetting where they came 

from, the Valley County communities of Ord, Arcadia, Elyria and North 
Loup preserve a proud past while building the future.

The frontier era of the 
1870s is preserved 
at Fort Hartsuff State 
Historical Park near 
Elyria. Valley County 
residents cherish 
their history.HISTORY

& COMMUNITY

VALLEY COUNTY
The Nebraska Legislature carved 
568-square-mile Valley County from the 
frontier in 1871. General Edward Otho 
Cresap Ord, a key figure in ending the 
Civil War, searched the North Loup River 
Valley in 1874 for a site to build a military 
post to provide security for newcomers. 
He wisely chose land near the river’s  
confluence with Knife Creek. 

Soldiers at Fort Hartsuff saw little 
action, but their presence did deter the 
Sioux from attacking the government’s 
Pawnee allies. The fort was an economic 
hub, providing jobs important to farm 
families whose crops had been decimated 
by hordes of insatiable grasshoppers. 

Threat of attack waned, and the post 
near modern-day Elyria was decommis-
sioned in 1881. Today it is preserved as 
Fort Hartsuff State Historical Park. 
Highway 11 through Valley County – 
once a series of Indian trails – is now 
part of the Loup Rivers Scenic Byway. 
Fertile valleys grow field corn, popcorn, 
soybeans, wheat, alfalfa, prairie hay 

and hops. Green pastures produce beef. 
Nearly 4,200 residents live across Valley 
County and its communities of North 
Loup, Elyria, Arcadia and Ord. 

ORD
This community was in its infancy when 
Gen. Ord and crew were surveying the 
river valley. Officials hoped to name 
the  community, already designated the 
county seat, for the Civil War hero. “Call it 
Scratchtown,” Ord famously quipped, an 
understandable response considering his 
tired surveyors’ experience with biting deer 
flies and pesky mosquitoes. 

First came the Valley County Court-
house. Blacksmith shops, general stores, 
newspapers, banks, a brickyard, schools 
and churches followed. Union Pacific 
Railroad arrived in 1886. Ord is still an 
agricultural and railroad town. Cattle on 
feed outnumber Valley County residents 
7 to 1. Area farmers grow corn for the 
more than 50 million gallons of ethanol 
that Green Plains Inc. ships by rail from 
Valley County annually.
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The town square in Ord is a vibrant downtown district 
with farmers markets, entertaining performances, 
festivals, classic architecture and its own craft brewery.

Ord’s 2,100 residents make up about 
half the population of Valley County. 
Nearly 200 businesses, nonprofit org- 
anizations and individuals belong to the 
Ord Area Chamber of Commerce. More 
than $125 million has been invested in 
Ord over the last 15 years. Downtown 
has new streets, sidewalks and historic 
lighting. Trotter Event Center and 
Cobblestone Inn Hotel anchor a grow-
ing shopping and entertainment district 
on Ord’s eastern edge. 

Central Community College’s Ord 
Learning Center offers courses in nurs-
ing certification, community education, 
career counseling, G.E.D. assessment, 
kids camps, and long-distance learning at 
1514 K St. (308) 728-3299.

Airport Hotel, Valley County 
Courthouse, Ord Public High School 
and Ord Township Library all are 
recently renovated. The new Valley 
County Health System hospital pro-
vides state-of-the-art health care at the 
intersection of highways 11 and 70.  
(308) 728-4200. 

The 46-member Ord Volunteer Fire 
Department has a new station and 
firefighting museum. Valley County 
Museum preserves local history near  
The Golden Husk, an entertainment venue  
in a 1920s movie theater. Original corn  
husk walls provide amazing acoustics.

The sounds of delighted children 
playing will be heard at the new Ord 
Aquatic Center. The Splash Pad opened 
in summer 2018, with the entire complex 
open for fun in the sun in 2019, located at 
24th and J streets. (308) 728-5791.

Residents and visitors seeking adven-
ture on Valley County’s natural aquatic 
playgrounds and surrounding scenic 
terrain can gear up at Misko Sports. The 
business with Ord roots dating to 1882 
specializes in school team uniform sales 
across Nebraska, but the retail store on 
the town square also sells kayaks, coolers, 
fleece jackets, footwear and other outdoor 
gear. 1522 L St. (308) 728-5261. 

Right next door to the west, Jubilee 
Events & Catering is known for brunch. 
Classic architecture meets gourmet dining 
at this Sunday-only comfort-food buffet. 
Selfies with the delectable desserts are 
encouraged. Reservations are recom-
mended. 1528 L St. (308) 730-1466. 

Calamity Jane’s Restaurant & Lounge 
at the northeast corner of the square is 
known for steaks, pie and home cooking. 
The spacious garden is perfect for wine and 
conversation. 116 S. 15th St. (308) 728-1050. 

Valley Fire Espresso whips up coffee, 
espresso, smoothies and shakes. Tea, chicory 
blends and other drinks are available, too, 
along with scones, cookies and local art-
work. 140 S. 15th St. (308) 728-1449.  
Don’t let the tiny size of Roy’s Place fool 
you. This homestyle cafe mixes things up 
with different menus Monday through 
Friday. 1620 J St. (308) 730-1177. 

Ord Veterans Club is famous for  
prime rib dinners on Friday and Saturday 
nights. Reubens, steaks and burgers have 
patrons saluting the chef. 246 S. 15th St. 
(308) 728-5351. Travelers and residents 
slow down to stock up on groceries and 
regional wine and beer at Speed’s Apple 
Market. 922 N. 28th St. (308) 728-3555. 
Ord Grocery Kart offers lunch specials 
and high-quality meats perfect for grilling. 
Customers stream in for daily deli specials. 
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With roots dating to1874, 
Arcadia still resembles the 
historical mural painted 
on a downtown building.

136 N. 15th St. (308) 728-5861. Fast 
food fans find Subway and Arby’s along 
Highway 11 in Ord. Other Ord restaurants 
include Blanquita’s, Rosie’s Deli & Bakery 
and Y’all Come Back Saloon. 

Residents and visitors gather at 
Scratchtown Brewing Company,  
for homegrown beer made with  
Ogallala Aquifer water. 141 S. 16th St. 
(308) 728-5050.The award-winning 
brewery – the first in the Sandhills since 
Prohibition – is named for Gen. Ord’s 
itchy quote. 

His enduring words on the taproom 
wall proudly inspire a progressive com-
munity remembering its long history 
while strategically building its future. 

ELYRIA
Valley County’s smallest community is 
home to 50 residents. Founded in 1888 
with the arrival of the Burlington Railroad, 
Elyria’s first residents were Danes, Poles, 
Swedes, Irish and Czechs. The tracks are 

gone, but Highway 11 traffic is steady. 
Historic Elyria Hall remains a hub for 

events. Customers relax at Elyria Bar 
while chiding Chef Mikey for not wearing 
pants (he wears shorts every day of the 
year). Bellies and garden wish lists get 
filled at Elyria Gardens. This greenhouse 
plants its food truck here some weekends. 
81791 Highway 11. (308) 728-5758.

Free pumpkin pie is reason enough 
to attend the Elyria Pumpkin Festival 
in October. The town also fills during 
musters at Fort Hartsuff State Historical 
Park, three miles east on Fort Avenue. 

ARCADIA
The first Arcadia Post Office opened in 
1874. The community was laid out in 
1885. The first train chugged into town 
four years later. By 1899 Arcadia had 700 
residents. The population is 300 today. 
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Loup Valley Veterans Memorial Park is a new 
attraction in North Loup along Highway 11.

This bronze soldier  
faithfully stands guard near 
the Veteran’s Memorial Wall  

in the community of Arcadia.

First Congregational Church was 
organized in 1888 and is Arcadia’s oldest 
building. Repairs were made, but the 
steeple was never replaced after a 1904 
tornado. The community also braved 
tornadoes in 1953 and 1959, and a 1976 
twister that destroyed 40 homes.

The historic building known now as 
The Gathering Place hosts events and 
weddings just as it first did for Arcadia 
pioneers more than 130 years ago.

Arcadians also gather at Post 251 
American Legion Club, Bridge Street 
Bar & Grill, Big T’s Cafe and the Arcadia 
Township Library. Arcadia Garden Club 
Park provides camping with Middle Loup 
River views. Other aquatic fun is enjoyed at 
the Arcadia Splash Pad. The community’s 
population quadruples Labor Day weekend 
during the Arcadia Fall Festival organized 
by the Arcadia Legion Post 251.

NORTH LOUP
We can’t confirm or refute that North Loup 
is the Popcorn Capital of the United States, 
but the village’s annual Popcorn Days is the 
longest-running community celebration 
in the state of Nebraska. The August event 
known for fun and all the free popcorn you 
can possibly eat popped on the scene in 
1901. The community founded by deter-
mined Seventh Day Baptists in 1871 has a 
“pop”ulation of 290 today. 

The names of more than 800 area veterans 
will eventually fill the Loup Valley Veterans 
Memorial Wall. The walls at Main Street 

Gallery display creations by regional artists. 
414 First Street. (308) 219-0382. 

The Heartland Youth Ranch is a faith-
based facility teaching horsemanship 
and strong work ethics. Buddy, Lucy and 
Spook are among the equines at the ranch, 
6 miles north of North Loup on Highway 
11. (308) 496-4348. 

Tired equestrians and other visitors 
can take a load off at Charlie’s Place. Two 
bedrooms in this quaint home provide 
overnight lodging with close access to 
nearby natural wonders and attractions. 
403 S. A Street. (308) 219-0233.  

The Broken Egg Cafe is a short walk 
from anywhere in North Loup. 

The Happy Jack Peak and Chalk Mine 
is named for early frontiersman, trapper, 
hunter and government scout “Happy” Jack 
Swearengen, who guided settlers near here. 
He was once kidnapped by Indians and his 
typically happy personality faded later in life. 

Happy summer visitors enjoy the cool-
ness of the labyrinth of subterranean chalk 
caverns at the base of the peak 4 miles 
south of North Loup on Highway 11.  
(308) 245-3276. 

Other outdoor adventures await at Davis 
Creek Reservoir south of North Loup. 
Read about it elsewhere in this guide. 
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RIVERS
The North Loup River crosses Valley 
County from northwest to southeast. The 
cherished water mixes with hills, can-
yons, valleys and forested areas to create 
opportunities for hunting, hiking, fishing, 
floating adventures, bird-watching, nature 
photography and relaxation.

The communities of Elyria, Ord and 
North Loup have a close association with 
this river. Most of the land adjacent to 
the stream is privately owned, but there 
are public access areas worth seeking out. 
Anderson Island is just east of Ord on 
Highway 70. This city-managed oasis is a 
convenient inner tubing spot and pickup 

point for North Loup River kayak and 
canoe trips launched upstream from the 
bridge east of Elyria. This also is a popular 
destination for wading, swimming, birding, 
picnics and relaxation. No hunting is 
allowed, but fishing for channel catfish  
and carp is good along the muddy edges.  
(308) 728-5791.

Scotia Canal Wildlife Management 
Area combines river frontage with river-
ine forest and uplands 4.5 miles upstream 
of North Loup. Two drainage ponds west 
of the river are great places to ambush 
migrating gadwall, teal and mallard 
ducks. Whitetail deer, rabbit, dove, turkey, 
pheasant and quail are also encountered 

The Ogallala Aquifer underlies all of Valley County. That 
underground cache of pure water feeds the streams that cross  

this land and sustains cities, wildlife, industry and agriculture.  
Natural lakes are few here, but natural beauty abounds in marshes 
and backwater ponds along the region’s rivers. 

Valley County and the 
surrounding area is 

blessed with water. Rivers 
and reservoirs are our 
natural playgrounds. 
Kayaks, canoes, inner 

tubes and livestock tanks 
are commonly seen 

floating our streams. 

BOAT • FISH • GOLF • HUNT • HIKE

TO THE 
OUTDOORS
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Fishermen hope for huge catches at Davis Creek Reservoir, 
as well as Sherman Reservoir, Calamus Reservoir and Lake 

Ericson, which are all just minutes away. Lunkers like this 
channel catfish are reeled from Auble’s Pond in Ord.

on this 180-acre recreational destination. 
(402) 471-0641.

The Middle Loup River flows across 
the southwest corner of Valley County 
near Arcadia. The 925-acre Arcadia 
Diversion Dam Wildlife Management 
Area offers the best of both worlds for 
hunters and anglers. Ducks, geese, doves, 
quail, pheasant, turkey and deer are  
pursued with great success here. 

The dam presents a cascading spillway 
during irrigation season, beneath which 
anglers hook catfish, carp, bluegill, an 
occasional white bass and other surprises. 
Primitive campsites and picnic areas join 
beautiful river scenery at this year-round 
outdoor area in the heart of Nebraska 
farm country, 9 miles northwest of 

Arcadia on 804 A Road. (402) 471-0641.
Arcadia Garden Club Park allows 

camping, swimming and fishing just  
west of Arcadia along Highway 70.  
(308) 789-6552.

RESERVOIRS
Valley County residents and visitors are 
never far from man-made reservoirs over-
flowing with outdoor opportunities. Davis 
Creek Reservoir State Recreation Area 
and Davis Creek Wildlife Management 
Area offer outdoorsy types a combined 
3,145-acre outdoor playground. The 
1,100-acre lake popular with water-skiers 
and pleasure boaters is surrounded by 
rolling hills providing habitat for many 
wildlife species. Whitetail and mule deer 

live here. The spring displays of greater 
prairie chickens near the dam echo with 
strange vocalizations that can be heard a 
mile away. Wild turkeys are most often 
encountered strutting near the eastern 
shore. Ducks and geese frequent the lake 
during spring and autumn migrations. 
Pheasants occupy the grasslands and food 
plots. These species can be hunted on the 
wildlife management area. Look for signs 
designating the boundaries.

Nongame shorebirds, including avocets, 
sandpipers, killdeer and phalaropes, 
attract bird-watchers from across the 
United States. 

Large convocations of bald eagles gather 
along the North Loup and Middle Loup 
rivers, and at Davis Creek Reservoir and 
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Deer hunting is a popular 
activity in Valley County. 
Bald eagles, like this one 
along the North Loup 
River, are seen often here. 

other area lakes in winter and spring. 
Many bald eagle pairs return each year to 
nest in the area’s ancient cottonwood trees, 
and a growing number of visitors come to 
view them from a safe distance with spot-
ting scopes, binoculars and cameras. 

Other raptors, including red-tailed 
hawks, prairie falcons, American kes-
trels, great horned owls and merlins, are 
commonly seen in the great outdoors of 
Valley County.

Huge pods of pelicans 
stand out in summer, 
surrounded by blue lake 
water and equally azure 
skies. The skill of great 
blue herons in catching 
their lunch causes nearby 
fishermen to shake 
their heads in disbelief. 
Endangered whooping 
cranes are regular visi-
tors as they forage in the 
meadows and wetlands. 
Anglers troll the dam at 
Davis Creek Reservoir 
and other regional 
lakes in April, hoping 
to hook huge walleyes as the fish congre-
gate for spawning. Bullheads and perch 
are caught by the bucketful. Big bass and 
even bigger channel catfish are hooked 
in coves. White bass head up inlets as 
lakes fill. There are some truly trophy-size 
white bass/striper hybrids in Davis Creek 
Reservoir. They are popularly known as 
wipers, and anglers cast small spinners 
and spoons to trigger a feeding frenzy.

Amenities at Davis Creek Reservoir 
include a boat dock, fishing pier, restrooms 
and picnic shelters. No Nebraska park 
entry permit is required at this property, 
which is managed by the Lower Loup 
Natural Resources District. Campers pitch 
tents on soft ground or park RV campers 
on hard-surfaced pads complete with 
electrical hookups. Find parking areas 
and the inlet fishing area 5 miles south  
of North Loup on Ashton Avenue.  
(308) 728-3221.

From Davis Creek Reservoir head 
south on Ashton Avenue and then west 
on 790 Avenue (a total of 16 miles) to find 
Sherman Reservoir. Nearby attractions 
include Calamus Reservoir near Burwell 
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Anderson Island, just east of Ord, 
is a hidden gem for hiking  

and viewing the natural beauty  
of the North Loup River.   
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Horseback riders exercise their animals on the area’s public lands and on private farms. The Ord 
Golf Club offers nine holes of lush and challenging shots along Dane Creek in northwest Ord. 

and Lake Ericson southeast of Ericson.   
Northern pike, channel catfish, 

bluegill, carp, green sunfish and large-
mouth bass are the most common fish 
species hooked in the area.  

Mature trees along tranquil Dane 
Creek in Bussell Park give this shaded 
park a remote feel. Two fishing docks 
on the park’s Auble’s Pond help 
anglers cast to channel catfish and 
largemouth bass. Hikers and bikers on 
the 10-foot-wide trail surrounding the 
large pond enjoy the fountain and the 
huge American flag waving from atop 
Nebraska’s second-tallest flagpole.  

Follow the trail past Ord Cemetery 
and over the creek to the Lower Loup 
NRD Arboretum. Fire rings, restrooms, 
grills and camping spaces are all located 
nearby. (308) 728-5791. 

Golfers stay dry at Ord Golf Club, 
unless trying to shoot over Dane Creek. 
Water hazards come into play on eight of 

the club’s nine holes. The club founded in 
1915 began with gritty sand greens. Lush 
fairways and luxurious greens greet golf-
ers here these days. Cart rental is avail-
able or bring your own. The clubhouse 
overlooks holes one and nine. Beverage 
service and a meeting room are available. 
324 N. 27th St. (308) 728-3970. 

Competitive shooters of another variety 
take aim at the Karp and Krow Club. 
Stocked fish ponds add to the fun of  
taking aim on archery, pistol, blue rock 
and black powder ranges. This private 
club can also be reserved for parties 
and events. One mile east of Ord on 
Springdale Road. (308) 728-1222.

Valley County’s abundant outdoor 
resources are a point of pride for residents 
who fiercely protect them for future  
generations of residents and visitors. 
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Opportunities for arts, culture and 
entertainment exist across Valley County. 
The Golden Husk in Ord provides movies 
and live entertainment.

The Golden Husk is a live performance 
and entertainment venue in Ord’s classic 
1928 theater. The name of the venue on the 
west side of the town square is a tip of the 
hat to the area’s agricultural heritage and 
tribute to the cornhusk-filled walls that 
give the building excellent acoustics during 
movies, concerts and plays. 

“The Husk,” as regulars and residents 
call it, also hosts operas, local and national 
musicians, comedians, adult proms, dinner 
theaters and art workshops. The wooden 
dance floor in front of the stage sees plenty 
of action during polka festivals and other 
musical performances. The Art Deco theater 
is the home of the Nebraska Grown Arts 
Festival and many other events. 129 S. 16th 
St. (308) 730-8133.

Locals and visitors eagerly count down 
the days to the Valley County Fair.  
The typically late-July or early-August 
celebration has a week’s worth of fun 

events, competitions and fair food culmi-
nating on the final evening with a series 
of energizing concerts. These outdoor 
performances on the east side of Ord 
along Highway 11 attract visitors from 
across Nebraska and surrounding states 
due to the high quality of entertainment 
the event is known for. Having welcoming 
residents doesn’t hurt, either. 

This location near shopping destina-
tions, restaurants and lodging properties 
makes attending this summer fair a slam 
dunk when it comes to having an enjoy-
able entertainment experience you’ll never 
forget. 801 S St. (308) 728-5071.

Valley Fire Espresso hosts occasional 
artist showcases in downtown Ord. Past 
creators featured at the Final Friday 
events include fiber artists, potters, 
painters and photographers. Patrons 
enjoy perusing art and speaking with 
artists while enjoying hors d’oeuvres 

served alongside artisan coffees and teas. 
Pottery and local photography are always 
on display and for sale. 140 S. 15th St. 
(308) 728-1449.

Main Street Gallery in downtown 
North Loup is a veritable vault of beau-
tiful works created by skilled artists. 
This former bank’s ornate vault door 
remains intact. Paintings adorn the walls. 
Sculpture, woodwork, ceramics and  
pottery line shelves, along with jewelry, 
 handmade journals, scarves and sun-
catchers. A few high-quality antiques are 
part of the inventory here, and the gallery 
is a popular stop for gift shopping. 

The majority of artwork at the gallery is 
created by artists within a 100-mile radius 
of North Loup. Check out several recently 
renovated storefronts decorated with 
creative art within a short walking distance 
of this gallery on the corner at 414 First St. 
(308) 219-0382. 

griculture is Valley County’s main industry, but the 
people here are creative beyond the farm, ranch 

and other workplaces. And when the workday is done, 
Valley County residents and visitors enjoy a night on the 
town, taking in a variety of artistic and cultural events.

CREATIVE
EXPERIENCES
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Scratchtown Brewing Company makes its own homegrown brews and is a  
popular location for community events. Scratchtoberfest each September  
celebrates local history and the good life with food, beer, live music and games.

Like the early pioneers who settled the region, the modern-day  
residents of Arcadia, Elyria, North Loup and Ord work hard every 

day. Whether it is farming, ranching, retail, factory work, an office job 
or other occupation, Valley County residents simply give it their all. 

DUCKS UNLIMITED BANQUET
January • Elyria
Friends and family hunting for a good 
time and good cause meet for a wild-game 
feast and fundraising auction to benefit 
wildlife conservation. (308) 730-0779.

VALLEY COUNTY HOME & AG EXPO
February • Ord
This annual late winter farm, ranch, home 
and garden extravaganza is a sure sign of 
spring. (308) 728-7875.

PHEASANTS FOREVER BANQUET
March • Ord
Conservation of the ringneck is why hunt-
ers flock to this good cause. Take aim for 
entertainment, live and silent auctions and 
a gourmet meal. (308) 728-3234.

KIDS FAIR
April • Ord
Education and enjoyment are one  
and the same for families during this  
fun-filled morning. (308) 728-7910 or  
(308) 728-5456.

Residents of Valley County welcome all 
comers when the time comes for a fair, 
dance, hootenanny, jamboree, community 
picnic, ice cream social, potluck, fundraiser, 
concert or other celebration. School and 
church events in the area are typically open 
to the public. The many events held here are 
creative, enjoyable and unique. 

Friends new and old from near and 
far converge on Ord, Arcadia, Elyria 
and North Loup for cherished tradi-
tional events that take place every year. 
Relatives of locals, and former Valley 
County residents, are part of the crowd, 

too, and so are new friends area residents 
haven’t met yet.

Fun family events are the norm in 
Valley County, and there is always  
something to do. 

Please enjoy this brief listing of a few 
of the many annual events to be enjoyed 
in the communities of Valley County. For 
more information or to discover addi-
tional events, contact the Valley County 
Tourism office at visitvalleycounty.com/
events or (877) 728-7875. 

We hope to see you, your friends and 
family at our Valley County events soon. 

FESTIVALS • FAIRS • CELEBRATIONS
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Left: Kurt Petska     Above: Ord Area Chamber of Commerce

NEBRASKA GROWN ARTS FESTIVAL
April • Valley County
This creative affair combines fine arts, 
performing arts and culinary arts in one 
fun countywide event. (308) 730-8133.

FORT HARTSUFF SPRING MUSTER
April • Elyria
Return to the 1870s Nebraska frontier for 
a living-history weekend with marching 
troops, cannon fire, patriotic flag ceremo-
nies and fort tours. (308) 346-4715.

VALLEY RODS  
FATHER’S DAY ROD RUN June • Ord
Dad will love this Father’s Day featuring 
burnouts and classic cars parked around 
Ord’s town square. Also enjoy food, 
games and live entertainment. 
(308) 728-9950.

PUTTIN’ OFF THE PEAK
June • North Loup
Test your golf skills with this 160-yard, 
220-foot drop from the top of Happy Jack 
Peak to reach the cup on a sandbar in the 
North Loup River. (308) 219-0382. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY
July • Ord
Star-spangled fireworks burst over  
the American flag atop Nebraska’s sec-
ond-tallest flagpole, while also reflecting 
in Auble’s Pond in Ord’s Bussell Park.  
(308) 728-5791.

VCHS FOUNDATION GOLF 
TOURNAMENT July • Ord
Teams swing for low scores while raising 
big bucks for the Valley County Health 
System Foundation. Who knew nine 
challenging golf holes along Dane Creek 
could be so much fun? (308) 728-3011. 

VALLEY COUNTY FAIR
August • Ord
This classic small-town fair includes  
big fun and excitement with a parade, 
4-H competitions, kids games, BBQ  
competition and several live concerts.  
(308) 728-5071.

POPCORN DAYS
August • North Loup
Nebraska’s oldest continuing town 
celebration heats up with carnival rides, 
a parade, live entertainment, Popcorn 
Queen coronation and all the free  
popcorn you can eat. (308) 496-4401.

NEBRASKA’S JUNK JAUNT 
September • North Loup
Find dining, lodging, campgrounds and 
fuel in Valley County as you venture out on 
your Junk Jaunt journey. (308) 346-5151.

FALL FESTIVAL
September • Arcadia
Kids races, a demolition derby, junior 
rodeo and a massive parade have visitors 
falling for Arcadia. (308) 789-6552.

PUMPKIN FESTIVAL
October • Elyria
Free pumpkin pie, lunch, crafts, rides and 
games playfully honor that most orange 
of autumn gourds. Did we mention free 
pumpkin pie? (308) 730-0779.

WINTERFEST
November • Ord
Celebrate Christmastime with a  
snowball drop and plenty of opportunity 
to shop on Small Business Saturday.  
(308) 728-7875. 

WinterFest, above, and the 
Valley County Fair, left, are 
popular annual events that 
take place in Valley County. 
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Nebraska’s Junk Jaunt, headquartered in Ord, 
is a three-day, 500-mile garage sale, antique 
store and flea market in Central Nebraska. 
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BURWELL • SCOTIA

BURWELL
Burwell truly was the end of the line 
when the steel rails of the Chicago, 
Burlington and Quincy Railroad reached 
its terminus at the community in 1887. 
The community was founded in 1884.

A turntable rotated locomo tives  
leaving the community laden with 
crops, livestock and passengers The 
depot is gone, but the turntable can  
be seen on Burwell’s west side. 

Tourism has long been important 
to the farm and ranch town of 1,200 
residents near the eastern edge of the 
Nebraska Sandhills. Those historic CB&Q 
rails brought thousands of visitors to 
Burwell every summer for its annual fair 
and rodeo, which began in 1921. Now 
known as Nebraska’s Big Rodeo, high-
ways 11, 91 and 96 bring visitors today for 
good times, Sandhills explorations and 
Calamus Reservoir adventures. Learn 
about scenic highways 11 and 91 at the 
Loup Rivers Scenic Byway Interpretive 
Center. The facility, in the former Plain 
Valley District 13 one-room schoolhouse, 
is at 330 S. Highway 11. (308) 346-3393.

Burwell is the only incorporated com-
munity in Garfield County. Public art  
sculptures and patriotic displays decorate 

Inner-tube floating 
and other water 
activities are enjoyed 
on the Calamus, 
Middle Loup, North 
Loup and Cedar 
rivers in and near 
Valley County.

Valley County claims a lengthy list 
of curiosities, unique attractions 

and natural treasures. Cool, quirky 
and unique destinations also exist 
just beyond Valley County borders. 
We’ve got great neighbors. 
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Reservoirs named Sherman and Calamus, along with  
Lake Ericson, provide aquatic fun near Valley County.

its town square, with streets entering mid-
block instead of at the corners. Sandstone 
Grill is a longtime fixture offering healthy 
gourmet meals and casual ambiance in the 
historic 1908 Burwell Hotel on the south 
side of the town square. Locally raised 
bison and beef are stars on this menu. So 
are a host of salads, including the popu-
lar Cowboy Wedgie. You might feel like 
letting your belt out a notch at the sight 
of the dessert board featuring two dozen 
delectable treats. The new Sandhills 
Suites lodging experience is located next 
door. 416 Grand Ave. (308) 346-4582. 

Hungry construction workers flooded 
Burwell when Calamus Reservoir was 
being built. Students voted for pizza when 
teachers asked what sort of restaurant to 
open. Pizza Palace has been whipping up 
tasty pizza pies on the north side of the 
town square since 1984. 204 Grand Ave. 
(308) 346-5200. 

No, it is not normal for a small Nebraska 

Sandhills town to have a coffee roaster 
that ships across the nation, but whoever 
said Burwell is a normal town? Normal 
Roasting Company roasts small batches of 
coffee beans on Tuesdays for shipment the 
next day. 219 Grand Ave. (308) 214-1512.

Residents and visitors enjoy their morn-
ing coffee, picnics, fishing and evening 
campfires at Burwell City Park. A dam 
backing up the North Loup River creates a 

haven for birds, other wildlife and people, 
too. North of the Burwell town square on 
North 8th Street. (308) 214-1512.

Anglers catch bluegill and largemouth 
bass 1 mile east of Burwell along Highway 
91 at Ladybird Lake. Nearby Kamp Kaleo 
has offered riverside adventures and 
lodging since 1965. 46872 Willow Springs 
Road. (308) 346-5083.

The 5,000-acre-plus Calamus Reservoir 



NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES  31

Hunters pursue grouse and 
other game animals in the 
Sandhills near Burwell.

northwest of Burwell is surrounded by 
nearly 5,000 acres of rolling sand hills 
and native prairie. This haven for anglers, 
hunters, hikers, campers and boaters 
offers white sand beaches, fish-cleaning 
stations, campgrounds, picnic areas, 
boat docks and 26 miles of shoreline. See 
displays and tanks of hungry fish waiting 
for a handout at the Calamus State Fish 
Hatchery. 42254 Hatchery Road.  
(308) 346-4226.

Several businesses offer food, drink, 
ice, supplies and rental equipment near 
the lake. Calamus Lodge offers a motel, 

cabins and a bar and grill east of 
Virginia Smith Dam. 46358 828th Rd. 
(308) 346-4331. Nine holes of putting, 
driving and chipping across 54 acres 
await golfers at Calamus Golf Course. 
82796 Whitetail Lane. (308) 346-5559. 
Creekside at Calamus West offers  
camping, convenience store, vending 
machines, bar and grill at 45538 Highway 
96. (308) 346-4644. Homestead Knolls 
offers bait, fuel and groceries on the east 
side of the reservoir. Look for the tiny 
frontier church. 46219 Highway 96.  
(308) 346-5695. Husker Marine Sport 
Shop is a convenience store that also 
offers boat rentals and a campground 
north of Virginia Smith Dam on  
Highway 96. (308) 346-4410.

Near the reservoir’s northwest corner, 
Calamus Outfitters and Switzer Ranch 
host the Nebraska Prairie Chicken 
Festival every April. The ranch also 
outfits floaters on the Calamus River in 
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Outdoor adventures go underground at the Happy Jack Peak and Chalk Mine 4 miles south 
of North Loup. The labyrinth of dark tunnels in the subterranean diatomic mine is the only 
attraction of its kind open to the public in the United States. Below, the Nebraska Sandhills  
are a stronghold for greater prairie chickens. Visitors come to watch the birds’ spring antics. 

kayaks, inner tubes, canoes and  
livestock tanks. 83720 Valley View Ave.  
(308) 346-4697.  

For more information about Burwell 
and Garfield County, reach the Burwell 
Area/Garfield County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau at visitburwell.org or 
(308) 346-5121. 

SCOTIA 
Residents of this community on the east 
bank of the North Loup River still tell 
handed-down tales of the “rigged” election 
that led to Scotia losing the Greeley County 
seat long ago. Folklore aside, Scotia lays 
claim to one attraction like no other: the 
famous Happy Jack Peak and Chalk Mine. 
In 1877, Ed Wright began cutting blocks 
of chalk from inside the base of the peak 
where trapper Jack Swearengen had pre-
viously lived in a combination dugout and 
cabin. Swearengen also was a government 
scout, and the peak punctuated with  
yucca plants and bullsnakes was a useful  
overlook from which to thwart surprise  
Indian attacks. 

The chalk formed by the fossilized  
skeletons of microscopic organisms was 

used in applications such as paint and for 
construction. The towering peak was once 
the bottom of an ancient sea. An 1880s 
building made with durable chalk from the 
mine still stands along Main Street in Scotia. 

A railroad tie staircase leads to the apex 
of the peak overlooking the North Loup 
River, and the labyrinth of subterranean 
mine tunnels is a cool, constant 55-degree 
adventure even on the hottest of summer 
days. Located 2 miles south of Scotia on 
Highway 11. (308) 245-3276.    

The hill north of Scotia isn’t nearly as 
tall as Happy Jack Peak, but plant people 
love the view at Hilltop Gardens & Buller 
Designscapes. Sculpted outdoor areas 
and greenery-filled greenhouses comple-
ment the garden center’s displays, wind 
chimes, gift items, home decor and other 
fun stuff. 704 Arthur St. (308) 219-0649. 

Visitors are surprised to find world-
class cheeses and chocolates in tiny 
Scotia, population 300. Vang’s Village 
Shoppe also has baked goods, frozen 
fruit, farm eggs, fabric and sewing 
supplies, spices, tortillas and more. 
Wisconsin colby, cheddar, mozzarella 
and pepperjack cheeses are right at 

home in this small-town Nebraska shop. 
604 Scotia Ave. (308) 245-3117.

Visitors exhausted from exploring the 
North Loup River Valley can get a good 
night’s rest at the AdMeyer Inn Guest 
House. The cute home is great for  
weekend getaways, lake adventures, 
hunting season gatherings or family 
reunions. It is recently renovated,  
sleeps six to eight and has a full kitchen.  
304 N. Greeley St. (308) 219-0998. 
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Deb Kelley 

Thoroughly investigating Valley County’s natural wonders, 
attractions and unique businesses requires more than a day trip. 

Local hotels, lodges, retreats, bed and breakfasts, and campgrounds 
invite visitors to stay up late, tuck in and rest up between outings. 

Enjoy the view from Rex and Deb’s River 
Lodge or stay at Davis Creek Recreation Area 
with its wide range of amenities for campers.

From rustic to luxurious, Valley County 
visitors will find accommodations to 
meet their needs, whether they are stay-
ing for a night, week, month or longer. 
Valley County has a way of making 
visitors feel at home, so settle in with 
these lodging property advertisers, and 
see a complete lodging directory on the 
following page.

Cobblestone Inn & Suites opened in 
Ord in 2016. The hotel along Highway 
11 on Ord’s eastern edge has its own 

convenience store and is conveniently 
located near restaurants and shopping 
destinations. There also is a business 
center, fitness room, whirlpool suites, beer 
and wine bar and a free breakfast buffet. 
The Trotter Event Center is an attached 
entertainment venue and community event 
location. 127 Trotter Ave. (308) 728-5122.

The Airport Motel in northwest Ord is a 
longtime fixture with a recently remodeled 
main motel building and a spacious annex 
property. Guests have access to a data 

center, vending machines, laundry facility 
and microwaves. There are refrigerators 
in each suite. Free internet, USB outlets 
and flat-screen televisions add a touch of 
modern technology to homestyle comfort 
at 1518 North 28th St. (308) 728-3649.

Riverside views might be the best  
reason to stay at Rex & Deb’s River 
Lodge, 3 miles northwest of Ord. Deb’s 
breakfasts are another. This natural wood 
and stone lodge with elevated decks 
offers luxurious stays close to nature, 
communities, local reservoirs and many 
attractions. Deer, pelicans and migrating 
flocks of ducks and geese are regularly 
seen. 47563 815th Rd. (308) 728-3990.

Charlie’s Place in North Loup is a cozy 
home that sleeps six comfortably, has  
satellite TV, a full kitchen and offers 
extended-stay rates for those lingering 
longer. 408 S. A St. (308) 219-0233.  
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Thank you to our advertisers listed in red.
Directory listing for Valley County

LODGING
NAME ADDRESS PHONE  X

Airport Motel 1518 North 28th St., Ord (308) 728-3649 26 X   X  

By-Way Guest House 1621 N St., Ord (620) 640-5762 16 X  X

Cintrese Boutique  
Apartments 1538 L St., Ord (308) 728-5741 - X X X 

Cobblestone Inn & Suites 127 Trotter Ave., Ord (308) 728-5122 40    X   

Rex & Deb’s River Lodge 47563 815th Rd., Ord (308) 728-3990 4 X   X  

Riverview Cabin Retreat 81750 474th Ave., Ord (308) 730-0825 2 X X 

The Shepherd’s Inn  
Bed & Breakfast 46919 814th Rd., Ord (308) 728-3306 3 X   X 

Charlie’s Place 403 South A, North Loup (308) 219-0233 2 X    

Cozy Cabin Guest House 808 West 1st St.,
North Loup (308) 496-3414 2 X X 
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SITE LOCATION CONTACT NOTES

Anderson Island North of Ord on Hwy 70 (308) 728-5791 Primitive camping. Beautiful North Loup River access.

Bussell Park 24th & J St., Ord (308) 728-5791 12 camper hookups. 7 with water. 5 with sewer and 
water. $15/night. First come, first served. Maximum  
of 5 nights. No water in winter. Tent camping. Flush 
toilets. Showers. Next to playground equipment,  
walking trail and Auble’s Pond. 

Trotter’s Whoa & Go East Hwy 11, Ord (308) 728-7877 Free RV dump station. 

Valley County Fairgrounds 801 S St., Ord (308) 728-5071 12 electrical hookups. Water but no sewer hookups.  
No showers or toilets.  

Arcadia Garden Club Park West edge of Arcadia (308) 789-6552 10 camper hookups. 7 with electric and water. 3 with 
electric, sewer and water. $15/night with hookups,  
$12 for no hookups. Toilets. No showers. Playground 
equipment, picnic shelter and sand volleyball. Great for 
fishing and swimming in the Middle Loup River. 

Davis Creek Reservoir 6 miles south of  
North Loup

(308) 728-3221
llnrd.org

42 campsites with electricity. 25 primitive campsites.  
Four picnic shelters. Free Wi-Fi. Coin-operated shower 
house. Primitive and modern restrooms. RV dump avail-
able. $19/night with hookups. $6/night with no hookups.

Loup Valley RV Park North Loup (308) 750-3779 or 
(308) 496 -3302

12 hookups with sewer and water. Adapters are 
available. $20/night. Discounts for multiple days. 
First come, first served. Within 6 miles of Davis Creek 
Reservoir and near Happy Jack Chalk Mines.

CAMPGROUNDS
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Angie Svoboda

Experiencing Valley County 
means tasting its culture 

through the many establishments 
that cater to hungry and thirsty 
customers. Valley County has its 
own hometown brewery. Here’s  
a toast to good taste!    

Valley County visitors will find dining 
options ranging from fast food to gourmet. 
Grab a slice of the good life at these tasty 
Ord advertisers, and find a complete direc-
tory of Valley County dining and drinking 
establishments on the following page.

Calamity Jane’s Steakhouse & Lounge 
serves steaks, burgers, pie and more at 
116 S. 15th St. (308) 728-1050. 

Roy’s Place offers daily lunch specials 
at 1620 L St. (308) 730-1177.

Fast-food fans can grab a sandwich, 
soup or salad to go, or have a sit-down 
meal at Subway. 1421 L St. (308) 728-7625. 
Arby’s is another quick option on the east 
side of town, attached to Trotter Whoa & 
Go. 1111 S. Second St. (308) 728-3838. 

Every day is a good day to be in Ord,  
but Sunday is the only day to get brunch  
at Jubilee Events & Catering. 1528 L St. 

(308) 730-1466. Ord Veterans Club 
patriotically prepares chicken-fried steak, 
prime rib, steaks, seafood and burgers at 
246 S. 15th St. (308) 728-5351. 

Ord’s supermarkets have everything 
needed for home cooking, backyard  
barbecue meals and picnics. Speed’s 
Apple Market is at 922 N. 28th St.  
(308) 728-3555. Find the Grocery Kart  
at 136 N. 15th St. (308) 728-5861. 

Scratchtown Brewing Company has 
been churning out award-winning brews 
since 2013. High-quality beer made from 
Sandhills water, and community events, 
are all they do. Local diners deliver here, 
or bring your own food if you like.  
141 S. 16th St. (308) 728-5050.

Valley Fire Espresso has hot drinks, 
cold brew, smoothies, shakes and local  
art at 140 S. 15th St. (308) 728-1449. 

Flavorful Valley County visits include fast food, downtown diners, delis, food trucks,  
Sunday brunch, steakhouses, bar food, coffee shops and a corner brewery. 
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Thank you to our 
advertisers listed in red.

Directory listing for Valley County

EATERIES, BARS, BREWERIES & COFFEE SHOPS
NAME ADDRESS PHONE TYPE OF RESTAURANT

Arby’s 1111 South 2nd St., Ord (308) 728-3838 Fast Food

Blanquita’s Mexican Restaurant 1619 M St., Ord (308) 728-5566 Mexican 

Calamity Jane’s Steakhouse & Lounge 116 South 15th St., Ord (308) 728-1050 Steak

Grocery Kart Deli 136 North 15th St., Ord (308) 728-5861 Deli

Jubilee Events & Catering 1528 L St., Ord (308) 730-1466 Sunday Brunch

Ord Veterans Club 246 South 15th St., Ord (308) 728-5351 Steak

Pizza Hut 1107 East Hwy 11, Ord (308) 728-3657 Fast Food

Rosie’s Deli & Rolls 1519 M St., Ord (308) 728-5400 Cafe

Roy’s Place 1620 L St., Ord (308) 730-1177 Deli

Scratchtown Brewing Company 141 South 16th St., Ord (308) 728-5050 Brewery

Southside Bar 1535 M St., Ord (308) 728-5513 Bar

Speed’s Apple Market Deli 922 North 28th St., Ord (308) 728-3555 Deli

Subway 1421 L St., Ord (308) 728-7625 Fast Food 

Valley Fire Espresso 140 South 15th St., Ord (308) 728-1449 Coffee

Y’all Come Back Saloon 127 North 16th St., Ord (308) 728-5881 Bar

Arcadia American Legion Club 130 West Bridge St., Arcadia (308) 789-6317 Steak

Big T’s Cafe 150 West Bridge St., Arcadia (308) 789-6161 Cafe

Bridge Street Bar & Grill 200 West Bridge St., Arcadia (308) 789-6453 Bar

The Broken Egg Cafe 407 1st St., North Loup (308) 496-4235 Cafe

Elyria Bar 297 Valley Ave., Elyria (308) 728-9924 Bar

Flavorful burgers 
are favorites at 
Calamity Jane’s 

Steakhouse & 
Lounge in Ord.
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