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Mountain Lake PBS is an 
essential resource for 
the people we serve.  
 
On air, online and in the 
community, we tell local 
stories, engage the public, 
and serve as an 
educational resource for 
families and educators.  

 
In 2020-21, Mountain Lake 
PBS provided these key 
local services:  
 

• Produced 50 episodes of 
locally focused news, public 
affairs, arts, and culture 
programming. 

• Aired a Learning at Home 
block of educational 
programs to support children 
and educators. 

• Provided media and 
resources to area educators 
free of charge.  

 
 
 
 

 
Mountain Lake PBS’ local 
services have deep impact. 
  
 
Mountain Lake PBS reaches 
15,000 people per month online, 
thousands more per year 
through community outreach 
and events, and more than 4 
million people throughout New 
York, Vermont, and Quebec 
through our broadcast signal.  

 
 
 

The mission of Mountain Lake PBS is to inspire and enrich people and communities through 
meaningful storytelling, entertainment, education, and public engagement. 
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Mountain Lake PBS has been a leader celebrating the stories of this region since 1977.  We continue this 
tradition today, sharing local stories and meeting people wherever they are, online, on-air, and in the 
community. Below are brief highlights of Mountain Lake PBS initiatives from 2020-21. 

Learning at Home Broadcast and Digital Outreach 
Mountain Lake PBS created a special block of educational programming for K-12 in response to school 
closures in March 2020 and continued that effort throughout the 2020-21 school year. Launched with 
input from the New York State Department of Education and local educators, the Learning at Home block 
airs programs, films, and educational instruction appropriate for school-age children, paired with 
expanded resources from PBS LearningMedia online. 
 
Mountain Lake PBS greatly increased our digital outreach and engagement during the pandemic by 
curating tools and activities on our Learning at Home site, including Distance Learning tools from PBS 
LearningMedia, viewing guides, activity suggestions, and virtual field trips. MLPBS creates regular articles 
highlighting local educational and cultural opportunities and K-12 curricular topics. These resources are 
sent via our weekly family newsletter. https://mountainlake.org/learn  

News & Public Affairs 
Every year, we produce 50 episodes of Mountain Lake Journal (MLJ), an Edward R. Murrow award-winning 
weekly series that takes an in-depth look at the week’s headlines. MLJ featured extensive coverage of 
news in New York State including elections, the pandemic’s local impact and responses, and US Canada 
cross-border issues including immigration and trade as the border remained closed.  At a time when 
voters were unable to attend debates in person, MLJ hosted debates for New York’s 45th State Senate 
District, and Plattsburgh’s Mayoral race. https://mountainlake.org/mlj  

Signature Series 
Signature Series are short-format stories designed for digital platforms as well as for broadcast as part of 
our weekly on-air program Mountain Lake Journal. Our Signature Series in 2020-21 included Veterans 
Coming Home, Jack LaDuke’s Adirondack Journal, Spotlight, and People Near Here. 

Mountain Lake PBS Kids Club Events and Outreach 
On air, online, and in the community, Mountain Lake PBS promotes early childhood literacy and STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) education through free events and workshops when in-
person events are viable. At these events, children and their families listen to a story, watch a related PBS 
Kids program, and then participate in activities. These events are specially designed to provide families 
with models for learning through a variety of mediums, connecting our educational PBS Kids shows with 
hands-on learning techniques that can be brought home, and will return as soon as in-person events are 
viable. Every year Mountain Lake PBS gives away over 1,500 free books to young children.  

Rural Library Learning Initiative (RLLI) 
This initiative helps bring trusted PBS Kids content into libraries in rural areas for the many families who 
live too far from Mountain Lake PBS to attend our children’s events at the station. The RLLI provides PBS 
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Play Date kits to partner libraries with materials for up to 30 children (age 3-8). Families participate in a 
read-along story, watch a PBS Kids episode, and then engage in hands-on learning activities that reinforce 
the theme of the show designed to address literacy, math, science, arts and more. These events will 
resume when in-person events are viable. 

Community and Virtual Events 
Mountain Lake PBS hosts screenings in communities across our region including Montreal, Plattsburgh, 
and Lake Placid. These events bring locally relevant and locally produced stories directly into 
communities, often include a facilitated panel discussion, and give community members and station staff 
time to connect with one another.  In 2020-21, Mountain Lake PBS hosted virtual screenings and expert 
discussions of “Windemere Children”, “Age of Nature” and “American Portrait”.  
 
Responding to a serious community need, Mountain Lake PBS worked with local leaders to produce a 
special edition of Plattsburgh’s annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day celebration, which would have 
otherwise been canceled due to the pandemic. Our team recorded a dozen speakers and musical 
performers to produce a one-hour special presentation which aired in our Learning at Home block on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, and was also shared online. 

PBS LearningMedia  
Mountain Lake PBS offers PBS LearningMedia to educators and students in our region. PBS 
LearningMedia provides easy, instant access to tens of thousands of classroom-ready, digital resources 
including videos and interactives, perfect for the Interactive Whiteboard, plus audio, photos, and even in-
depth lesson plans. This resource allows teachers to search, save, and share with ease, and even create 
their own class pages where students can participate. Best of all, PBS LearningMedia is free. Mountain 
Lake PBS also offers free training workshops for local educators on how to utilize media in the classroom. 
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/  

Professional Development 
Mountain Lake PBS is proud to offer professional development opportunities to local educators at no 
charge. Through these workshops, teachers and pre-service teachers learn about incorporating the 
media literacy tools offered by Mountain Lake PBS in the classroom.  

Canadian Commitment 
Mountain Lake PBS is committed to serving Canadian viewers and supporters uniquely through content 
including Dans la Metropole, a weekly calendar segment, and the ongoing blog “Gen’s Delights.” We 
continue to expand our reach in Canada and Montreal with new events, partnerships, and initiatives 
whenever possible. 

Candlelight Concert at the Crane School of Music  
A musical tradition begun in the 1930s, every year the Crane Chorus and Crane Symphony Orchestra of SUNY 
Potsdam help people in the Mountain Lake region launch the holiday season with a celebration in songs, both 
old and new. In 2020, the station filmed the Candlelight Concert in accordance with health and safety 
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regulations in place, creating a program which combined small ensemble performances with full orchestra 
and chorus performances from years past.  

Innovative fundraisers 
As the pandemic kept us from hosting some of our usual of fundraising events, Mountain Lake PBS developed 
virtual support opportunities, including the Mountain Lake Move-a-thon, and Cook In: a virtual gourmet 
cooking class. 
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State and City Debates 
At a time when voters were unable to attend debates in 
person, Mountain Lake Journal hosted televised debates.  In 
New York’s 45th State Senate District, Republican Dan Stec, 
from Queensbury, the State Assemblyman for the 114th 
District debated Democrat Kimberly Davis, from Plattsburgh, 
the Clinton County Treasurer. In the City of Plattsburgh’s 
mayoral race, Democrat Chris Rosenquest and Republican 
Scott Beebie debated. 
 
 

 
 

The Age of Nature 
This program explores the intimate ties between humans 
and the world we inhabit, and a. Mountain Lake PBS hosted 
a special virtual screening of this program, with a panel of 
stakeholders representing advocacy groups, policy makers, 
and environmental watchdogs working to protect, preserve, 
and restore the environment here in the Adirondack North 
Country. They joined us to discuss The Age of Nature and the 
similar efforts found in the Adirondacks. Our panel included 
Willie Janeway with the Adirondack Council, Brittany 
Christenson with ADKAction, Mike DiNunzio, a retired 
conservation ecologist, and John and Katie Culpepper with 
the Compost For Good Project with ADKAction. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Armenian Filmmaker Event 
Mountain Lake PBS has long partnered with the Armenian 
community in Montreal to show unique independent films 
that tell Armenian stories. This year, Mountain Lake PBS 
aired 100 Years From Home, and What Will Become of Us. 
Following the airing, the filmmakers joined us for a special 
virtual Q&A event held via Zoom. Viewers from the North 
Country and Montreal joined for a meaningful community 
discussion. 
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American Portrait 
 
PBS’ American Portrait explored what it means to be an 
American today by creating a platform for people to tell their 
own stories. Thousands of stories were collected from 
around the country creating a beautiful tapestry exploring 
what makes us different, and what makes us the same.  
 
Mountain Lake PBS celebrated this program by creating 
profiles of changemakers in the Adirondack North Country, 
and hosting a community conversation. More than 50 people 
gathered on Zoom for an hour long discussion to share their 
own stories, and to explore what it means to live here, now. 
Many people shared personal stories about how they came 
to the Adirondacks, and the impact of the pandemic and 
especially the closure of the US/Canada border, their lives 
 

Profiles 
Dr. John Rugge retired just last fall after 47 years of practice 
as a general practitioner in Chestertown & Warrenburg, New 
York.  He is also the founder of Hudson Headwaters, which 
now operates 21 health centers throughout the Adirondacks.   
 
Katsitsionni Fox is a filmmaker, from Akwesasne, whose new 
documentary, which recently aired on Mountain Lake PBS, 
uncovers the hidden history of the influence Indigenous 
women had on the Women’s Rights Movement in the United 
States. 
 
Mike Farrell is the CEO of Forest Farmers/New Leaf Syrups in 
Lyon Mountain and talks about how the maple production 
operation he co-founded in the Adirondacks is now the 
largest in New York State and one of the largest in the world.   
 
Dr. Nina Schoch, Executive Director for the Adirondack 
Center for Loon Conservation, discusses her work studying 
the impact environmental of mercury pollution on aquatic 
ecosystems and wildlife throughout the Adirondacks and 
North America, using the Common Loon as an indicator 
species. 
 

 

 
 

Virtual Event Response 
 
"Wow - what an interesting 
evening - I felt quite humbled by 
all the contributors. Thanks for 
doing this." 
 
"It was a nice program, thanks. 
After just writing and publishing a 
book about discovering what it 
means to "be an American" and 
Native American in North Country 
it was a challenge to boil it all 
down to a few words. I identified 
as a Mountain Lake PBS 
community member in the 
prompt. I REALLY value what you 
all do to reach out to audiences 
across the Canadian border. 
Miigwetch/Thanks." 
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57.1 – Mountain Lake PBS – HD 
57.2 – NHK World-Japan 
57.3 – Mountain Lake PBS Kids 
mountainlake.org 
 
One Sesame Street 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
 
 

Financial Summary 
Revenue by Department 
[audited data – accrual basis] 

 
Expenses by Department 
[audited data – accrual basis] 

 
 
Mountain Lake PBS’  
broadcast signal reaches more 
than 4 million people 
throughout New York, Vermont 
and Quebec. 
 
 
 

 

PROGRAMMING & PRODUCTION 51%

EDUCATION & OUTREACH 4%

BROADCAST ENGINEERING 13%

COMMUNICATIONS 2%

ADMINISTRATION 15%

DEVELOPMENT 15%

FEDERAL 6%

PUBLIC MEDIA & CPB GRANTS 42%

STATE 20%

INDIVIDUALS  17%

BUSINESS, NON-PROFIT & OTHER 15%

SUMMARY 
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