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at times, when reviewing a new 
boat, it takes something startling and 
unexpected to put the experience in 
its proper perspective. Such an “aha” 
instant occurred for me shortly af-
ter taking the wheel of the Moor-
ings 5800 last fall during sea trials on 
chesapeake Bay. From my second-
story perch on the vast flybridge of the 

New Boatsboats & gear

One Colossal Cat
More than a mere sailboat, the astounding Moorings 5800 
is a full-fledged floating holiday resort. 
By Herb McCormick

58-footer, though the view was expan-
sive, for some reason i’d failed to no-
tice the J/22 we were overtaking when 
we’d swapped drivers and i’d assumed 
the helm. But suddenly, the smaller 
boat was abeam, and its masthead was 
almost precisely at eye level. it was a 
strange, even unsettling perspective. 
Then, looking down, i noted the ex-

pression of shock and awe on the face 
of the sailor at the tiller. He seemed far, 
far away. For a brief moment, it felt as if 
i were at the controls not of a sailboat, 
but of a helicopter.
and that, i realized later, was my de-

fining moment aboard the Moorings 
5800. The popular charter company 
commissioned an all-star South af-
rican team — naval architect alex Si-
monis and the accomplished builders 
at Robertson and caine — to come up 
with the ultimate platform for high-
end sailing vacations. They delivered 
a boat that is unique and even evolu-
tionary. With this grand and spacious 
58-footer (also available in a private, 
three, four or five cabin owner’s ver-
sion as the leopard 58), there’s no lon-
ger a reason to book an island resort for 
your annual retreat: you just load up 
the big cat with food, friends and fam-
ily, and take the whole place with you.
Before we get to the rest of the boat, 

let’s just say that if i never had to leave 
the spectacular flybridge of the 5800 
— accessed via an eight-step stairwell 
to the clouds — for the duration of a 
charter trip it would be perfectly ac-
ceptable. With the exception of a head, 
all the creature comforts are addressed 
in exceedingly fine fashion. For recre-
ation, of course, there’s sailing (though 
with a gooseneck situated almost 20 
feet above sea level, even that familiar 
act takes some getting used to). all the 
relevant sheets and lines are within 
arm’s length of the driver, easily las-
soed by a trio of big electric lewmar 
winches and banks of rope clutches. 
The jib is self-tending. On our test 
sail, in a changeable breeze that hov-
ered around 10 knots, our upwind and 
reaching speeds averaged about 7.5 
knots. The hydraulic steering doesn’t 
ofer much feedback, and finding the 
groove is a bit challenging. For vaca-
tion sailors, i’d imagine the autopilot 
button would be pressed often.
That’s because, for relaxation and 

sustenance, the upper deck of the 5800 
just can’t be beat. Why steer when you 
can spread out on one of the comfort-
able chaise lounges (which i’d guess 
would be the envy of anybody who ever 
boarded a carnival cruise liner)? Even 
the seat backs flip around to make 
comfy spots to relax and soak up the 
rays. Thirsty? Grab a cold one from the 
built-in fridge. Hungry? Toss the burg-
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Moorings 5800
LOA	 57’	7”	 	(17.56	m.)

LWL	 54’	2”	 	(16.50	m.)

BeAm	 27’	9”	 	(8.45	m.)

DrAft	 5’	7”	 	(1.72	m.)

SAiL	AreA	(100%)	 2,010	Sq.	ft.		 	(187.0	Sq.	m.)

DiSpLAcement	 	53,040	LB.		 	(24,000	kg.)

D/L	 149

SA/D	 22.8

WAter	 412	gAL.		 	(1,560	L.)

fueL	 238	gAL.		 	(900	L.)

HOLDing	 150	gAL.	 	(567	L.)

mASt	HeigHt	 96’	0”	 	(29.26	m.)

engine	 tWin	100-Hp.	YAnmArS		

DeSigner		 SimOniS	VOOgD	DeSign

price	 $1,619,000	(AS	teSteD)

tHe	mOOringS

727-530-5424

WWW.mOOringS.cOm

sEA TriAL
WinD	SpeeD	 	 							8	tO	12	knOtS

SeA	StAte	 													1	tO	2	feet

SAiLing	 	

		cLOSeHAuLeD	 													7.6	knOtS	

mOtOring

		cruiSe	(2,500	rpm)	 							9.0	knOtS	

ers and dogs on the kenyon gas grill, 
with the handy corian counters and 
adjacent sink for slicing the onions 
and cleaning things up. The 5800 was 
laid out for joyous outdoor living, and 
it delivers in spades.
at the end of the day, of course, all 

the sun and fun is tiring, but the 5800 
also has that covered with roomy, 
comfortable staterooms. While there 
are many accommodation layouts 
from which to choose, our test boat 
was laid out with an industry first — a 
six-cabin mini-hotel (all with en suite 
heads) with a pair of what might best 

be described as small studio apart-
ments, not buried in the hulls but sit-
uated on the “first floor” right on the 
bridge deck. What makes these lavish 
spaces even more novel and luxuri-
ous is the forward cockpit they open 
onto; it’s practically like having your 
own balcony. 
The other quite radical feature is 

an ingenious aft platform for dinghy 
storage, which can also be lowered 
directly into the water to deploy the 
tender, and left in the down position, 
flush to the ocean, where it efectively 
becomes a clever back porch. 

Here’s how Boat of the year judge 
Ed Sherman summarized the 5800: 
“This is an interesting boat. They’ve 
basically created a very large platform 
both horizontally and vertically to ac-
commodate a large group of people and 
provide them with a vessel that afords 
them some ability to separate down be-
low and have a great view all around.”
That seems just about perfect. The 

Moorings 5800 isn’t for everybody. 
But if you’re ready to party hearty 
with your pals, why, step right aboard.

Herb McCormick is CW’s senior editor.

Flybridge Layout  The vast upper 
deck of the Moorings 5800 is accessed via 
an eight-step staircase and includes plenty 
of settees, lounging areas and deck chairs 
for kicking way back and basking in the 
sunshine. Other features include a Kenyon 
gas grill and a handy built-in fridge.

Interior Accommodations  Down 
below, the “split-level” accommodation 
plan, which can sleep up to a dozen guests, 
includes four separate staterooms with en 
suite heads. The aft cabin to port eschews 
the traditional double berth in favor of a 
pair of single bunks. 

Bridgedeck Staterooms  The most 
distinguishing characteristic of the 5800 
is the pair of roomy staterooms on the 
bridgedeck, which open up to a pleasant 
forward cockpit. Alternatively, owners can 
choose an optional single master state-
room that is laid out in the same space.
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