
 

            November 12, 2020 

Mooresville Families –  

There has been a great deal of information from the state and from area school districts about updating plans, changes 

in COVID levels, and more. We want our families to know we are constantly monitoring all of this information as well as 

our current situations in our buildings.  

Contact tracing and masking at school continue to be very effective. Fewer than one percent of Mooresville students 

and staff have tested positive. In only one positive case across the district has a school close contact later tested 

positive. 

We are thankful these efforts are working, but contact tracing for cases that come in from outside our schools does 

create hardships for families as well as for educators trying to maintain effective teaching and learning. We have seen 

firsthand how a single event outside school can have a ripple effect causing a handful of positive cases. Every case can 

cause up to a few dozen students to be contact traced out of in-seat learning, depending on the circumstances.  Contact 

tracing requires us to look back 48 hours before symptoms began and determine who was within 6’ of a given person for 

15 minutes or more over the course of a school day, including busing, lunch, recess, extra-curricular activities, and more.  

This month, throughout the district, 268 students (six percent of our student population) have had to go home due to 

contact tracing at school. At the same time, more than 100 students have chosen to move to full-time eLearning.  

We have been asked if this means we should move all students, or all secondary students, to eLearning. Changing our 

educational model due to a few hundred students in quarantine and eLearning will simply take away in-person learning 

for thousands more.  For many students, our schools are a source of consistency, meals, and opportunities for positive 

and meaningful learning. We want that opportunity to be available as long as we can maintain high quality learning in 

the safest ways possible. We have stretched and reorganized staff at times to keep the level of effective teaching and 

learning our students. We know this is a delicate balance and are doing our best to maintain that.  

We are continuing to work to make our virtual learning as close to in-seat instruction as possible. To help with that, we 

need to schedule elearning days on Monday, November 23, and Tuesday, November 24. These are the two days before 

Thanksgiving Break. We will have staff members taking part in additional training as well as support staff performing 

additional cleaning and other needed tasks. We appreciate our families’ understanding as we take time to create a 

strong foundation for the final weeks of the semester.  

We want to remind our families that students in all grade levels have the option to go to full-time virtual with a school-

issued device at home. We only ask that the families have high-speed internet available and sign a device agreement. 

Students participating in extra-curricular activities may continue to do so while in virtual learning as long as they 

maintain the attendance and grade requirements of their activity.  

We are constantly in touch with state and local health authorities to monitor cases, share data, and monitor any 

situations which might impact our students, staff, and schools.  Should anything change our situation, we will notify 

families as quickly as possible.  Thank you for your support of our students and our schools.  

Sincerely,  

Randy L. Taylor 

Superintendent 


