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June 25, 2020 

Commonly Asked Questions for the 

2020-21 Return to School 
 

 

How will eLearning vs. in-class learning work? If we choose one but it does not work, can we change?  
Families will need to make a choice prior to the start of school whether their child will participate in eLearning or 

in-class learning. All students, even those who are eLearning, will be responsible for taking part in academic 

activities during school hours each school day.  That choice will remain the same for the entire 9-week grading 

period. If an extraordinary circumstance or health issue occurs, a student’s learning plan may change with the 

principal’s permission. Parents may change their child’s learning plan at the end of the grading period for any 

reason.   

 

Please explain the mask policy.  
To comply with guidance from the Indiana Department of Education and the Indiana State Department of 

Health, we are asking all students to have a mask with them at school every day. These will only be used when 

children cannot social distance. Instances where a student might need to put on a mask would include having a 

fire drill, when the teacher needs the class to line up closely and follow one another. Another example might be 

if a student needs to go to the nurse. The nurse will need to be close to the student for an examination. 

Students will need to wear masks on the school bus. MHS and PHMS students will need to wear masks during 

passing periods.   

 

How will younger children wear a mask? What about students with medical issues or special needs?  
We realize that wearing a mask is unusual and it will take time to adapt. We appreciate parents doing their best 

to find a mask that fits their child, practicing putting it on properly without assistance, and keeping it on for a 

short period of time.  Our teachers will work to make this just a little something we do from time to time so we 

can help keep everyone’s germs to themselves. Parents should speak with their children about the importance 

of wearing a mask and that it is not acceptable to take off your mask or pull it below your nose and mouth when 

you have been asked to wear it. This is an issue of health and respecting the health of others. Students who do 

not comply will face disciplinary action.  

If a student has a documented medical issue or special education designation which makes wearing a mask for 

short periods of time unadvisable, we will need to have a doctor’s note on file to excuse the student from mask 

wearing.  

 

What does “social distancing” mean?  
Every attempt will be made to spread desks apart and keep learning areas at a safe distance. There will still be 

plenty of activities and hands-on learning.  Most activities will involve students using their own supplies. Any 

shared supplies will be cleaned between each child’s use.   

Each school will also have its own set of guidelines for separating hallway traffic, keeping smaller groups in the 

cafeteria at a time, and scheduling cleaning time between classes using common areas. The guidelines for each 

building will be published prior to the start of school.  

 

Will Mooresville Schools follow all directives from the Morgan County Health Department?  
Yes. Our administration will communicate frequently with and follow guidance from the MCHD.  
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Will there be hand sanitizer? 
There will be hand sanitizer available in classrooms, which teachers will monitor. Students may also bring their 

own travel-sized bottle to use.  For younger students, the most important thing will be stressing proper 

handwashing. We appreciate parents helping younger students understand how to wash for a long enough time 

(singing the Happy Birthday song or ABC song); to make sure soap reaches all parts of their fingers, hands and 

wrists; and to fully rinse and dry hands.  

 

Will eLearning be just like it was in the spring?  
It will not. eLearning this fall will be more robust. In the spring, the Indiana Department of Education instructed 

schools to “hold harmless” those who did not progress with their lessons due to the issues with the changing 

COVID-19 situation, meaning students’ grades either stayed the same or went up with eLearning effort. All 

standardized tests and student assessments were also canceled. This fall, all eLearning lessons will include tests 

and student grades will reflect work completed or not completed. All students will be responsible for taking part 

in academic activities during school hours each school day.  Assignments will have the same deadlines for 

eLearning and in-class students. There will not be a five-day or flexible window for assignments like there was in 

spring. Families who choose eLearning will need to sign contracts stating that they are able to provide internet 

service and a tablet or PC for their student to complete eLearning lessons. Students who are eLearning will do 

online work throughout the year with the exception of some kindergarten and first grade lessons.  
 

Will there be Back-to-School nights?  
Every school will have an event prior to the start of school for families to learn about the school schedule, find 

out their child’s teacher(s) and schedule, etc.  How those events will look is still being determined, but we know 

it is important for our families to understand what the school day will look like. We also know that our 

transitioning students (entering kindergarten, 7th grade, and 9th grade) as well as any students new to a school 

building will need to have additional information to start their year in a new school. Watch for this information 

in mid-July.  

 

What will the buses be like?  
Students will sit at a maximum of two per seat. The Transportation Department is working to balance loads as 

best they can, but wearing a mask on the bus will be likely for every route. Those families on regular bus routes 

who choose to drive their children to and from school this year should contact the Transportation Department 

at 317-831-9220 as soon as possible after July 6. This will give the most accurate information for balancing 

busloads.  

 

Will there be elementary recess? 
Yes. It is important to us that elementary students all have recess time every day. Students in different classes 

will not use the same playground area. Disinfecting of equipment will take place. Each school’s recess schedules 

will be assessed to provide as much distancing as possible. Additional guidance will come prior to the start of 

school.  

 

How will cafeterias work?  
All breakfasts will be served as grab-and-go meals for students to take to the classroom. Kiosks will be set up so 

large groups do no congregate to pick up breakfast.  Lunch periods will be spread over a longer period of time so 

certain areas will be used with social distancing and then cleaning will occur before another group uses the same 

cafeteria area.  Items that used to be self-serve (condiments, etc.) will be available for the students upon 
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request.  Instead of students typing in their lunch codes on common keypads, elementary students will need to 

line up in order while MHS/PHMS students will scan their student ID cards at lunch.  

At the middle and high school, additional kiosks will be set up so large lines do not form. High school lunch will 

be expanded to three class periods. The cafeteria tables will also be expanded into the glass hallway area to 

provide more distance between seating areas.  Social distancing floor markers will be added.  

 

Will elementary students have art, music, and PE?  
Yes. How this will look may vary from building to building, with possibilities including increased time between 

classes for cleaning; special classes’ teachers coming to the existing classroom so students stay in the same area 

for lessons, or lessons taking place outside when possible. Cleaning will also occur on any shared supplies 

(paintbrushes, musical instruments, etc.) between classes.  

 

What happens if a child or staff member gets sick?  
It is important that parents assess their child’s health each morning and do not send a child to school with a 

fever or who is not feeling well. Staff members from bus drivers through those in school will watch for signs of 

illness and send any child who may exhibit illness to the school nurse immediately. Should a student present 

symptoms of COVD-19, the child will be taken to separate area from the main nurse’s area to be examined away 

from others. According to advice from the Morgan County Health Department (MCHD), any student or staff 

member who has a temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher will be sent home and must remain home until 

he/she is fever-free for at least 72 hours without using fever-reducing medicine (Tylenol or other) and does not 

exhibit other symptoms.  

 

What happens if a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19? 
The Morgan County Health Department (MCHD) has a set protocol for those who test positive, including all 

contact tracing communication.  Should a school learn of a positive case, the MCHD must be notified 

immediately. The school will contact all those who may have had contact with the person who tested positive. 

MCHD will call all staff members and guardians of students who are deemed to have had close contact and 

discuss next steps. Per Indiana State Department of Health and Indiana Department of Education Guidance, the 

local health department will assess the situation and provide guidance to the school on next steps.  

Schools and local health departments are encouraged to keep schools open and operating as much as possible. 

This health/medical review will be completed as quickly as possible. Short-term closure may be deemed 

appropriate so the Morgan County Health Department or the Indiana State Department of Health can engage 

with school staff to recommend further testing, cleaning, etc. If a short-term closure is recommended, eLearning  

will take place for all students.  

 

Does the mask type matter? 
CDC and state guidance recommend a cloth face covering. The shape, style, and fabric type are up to the 

student/family. All masks should comply with existing school guidelines for anything printed on the mask. Masks 

should fit well and cover the mouth and nose.  

 

Will the attendance policy change?  
It is important that students who are feeling sick stay home. For that reason, we will not have any perfect 

attendance incentives. All other attendance policies will follow state attendance requirements. We want all in-

class students who are healthy to be in school, on time, each day.  
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Will students be able to bring water bottles?  
Yes. Drinking fountains will be closed or re-fitted for water bottle refills. We ask that all students have their own 

water bottle with them at school.  

 

If my child is eLearning, will he/she learn all of the same things a student in class will learn?  
Yes. All of the same curriculum will be covered whether a child is in class or eLearning. The way it is covered 

online vs. in-person may vary slightly, but students will cover the same concepts. All students will be responsible 

for taking part in academic activities during school hours each school day.  Assignments will have the same 

deadlines for eLearning and in-class students. 

 

What about field trips? 
For now, there will not be educational field trips during the school day. Teachers will work to provide content 

often covered during field trips in a different way.  

Athletic competitions after school will be completed in accordance with IHSAA guidelines. Students who wish to 

take part in athletics or in any school-approved daytime competitions (FFA, BPA, etc.) must have signed 

permission forms from their parents. 

 

Will staff have any training?  
Yes. All staff members will receive state-provided training about watching for the signs of COVID-19 as well as 

cleaning methods.  

 

Will there be any after school clubs or before and after school care?  
We will have before and after school care as well as after school clubs. All of the activities taking place in the 

school must comply with the same rules as the school day for social distancing, etc. All groups will be required to 

stay within a specified area so disinfection and cleaning of the area can occur after the group is gone. Outside 

groups using school space will need to cover the cost of this cleaning. 

 

What about students with special needs or special health considerations? 
Families whose students have Individualized Education Plans should talk with their child’s teacher about any 

possible changes due to updated COVID-19 protocols. Families whose students have health plans or 504 plans 

should also talk with the school if there are any changes that need to take place due to updated COVID-19 

protocols.  

 

What about visitors?  
We will not allow visitors to our schools, classrooms or cafeterias at this time. Parents who need to bring items 

to school or pick up their child will only be able to come into the school’s enclosed entryway. Contractors or 

those performing essential business (copier repair, etc.) will be subject to masking or social distancing rules.  

 

How long will all of these measures be in place?  
All of the measures in this document will take place until further notice. Changes will be made in accordance 

with the latest information from federal, state, and local officials.  Please note that all district documents are 

dated to reflect the most recent guidance and information.  

 

For more information, please visit www.MooresvilleSchools.org. 

http://www.mooresvilleschools.org/

