The Academy Building (which had
an addition on its front at the time)
lost its roof during a tornado in the
1917-18 school year.
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Mooresville Schools

Creating a Solid
eLearning Plan

eLearning in the
state of Indiana
began a few years
ago with schools
utilizing these days
for closure due to
Assistant
inclement weather Superintendent
Holly Frye
and for professional
development during the school
year.
Mooresville Schools’ “Tech
Taskforce,” a committee comprised
of teachers and administrators
from all schools, grade levels, and
the technology department, came
together to begin researching
Continued on p. 3
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History Repeats Itself
While the events of the
last few weeks have been
once-in-a-lifetime moments
for Mooresville students
and families, they are not
unheard of in Mooresville
Schools’ history. The
advantage of previous
events, however, was that
they took place almost a decade apart.

Mooresville Times
article from 1926

In 1926, students at all Mooresville Schools were quaratined to
their homes to help stop a scarlet fever outbreak in the community.
The Feb. 19, 1926, issue of the Mooresville Times noted that
everyone under age 18 was required to stay home and public
gatherings were forbidden.
Without eLearning, the school district added the days to the end
of the year. In the Mooresville High School newspaper at the time,
Continued on p. 4
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Be COVID-19 Aware. Take our risk assessment.
click for more on prevention and symptoms

Jersey Day
at Newby
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Keeping Positive with Thoughts
for “When We Get Back”
Northwood music teacher Miss Barker wrote a song for her
students and, with the help of her fellow teachers, created a
video about all of the activities students can do while schools are
closed. She reminds students not to be blue, because they will
be able to tell their teachers about all of the things they did away
from school, when we get back. Watch the video.

Scenes from eLearning
Neil Armstrong teachers send a message to
students (right) and North Madison nature
art (below)
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Senior Olivia Brimmage asked a dozen
friends to show off their prom dresses and
created a video which was featured on
television news. See her Virtual Prom Video.

Page 3

April 16, 2020

Strong eLearning Plans

Continued from p. 1

eLearning in districts across the state during the
2018-19 school year. Members of the taskforce
attended professional development offerings,
visited school districts who were currently
using eLearning days, and worked with the
Indiana Department of Education to learn about
developing a plan for our district.
Part of this plan was to have two teachers
use part of their day providing instructional
technology support to teachers. Pete Downey
at PHMS and Jason Wilburn at MHS continue
to teach in the classroom, but also spend time
preparing professional development sessions,
model lessons in classrooms, and work directly
with teachers in learning about how to integrate
technology into their daily instruction.

Pete Downey (left)
and Jason Wilburn
supporting teachers
during the first days
of eLearning

K-6 teachers now use for instruction. Middle and
high school teachers began using Canvas more
regularly as that is the platform by which 7-12
graders use for eLearning.
Our administrators were instrumental in
helping to prepare our teachers, students,
and families for eLearning by having practice
eLearning days last fall. This allowed us to
predict areas of success and need. We were able
to remedy most issues prior to beginning longterm eLearning last month. We are fortunate to
have had the preparation using staff and other
resources to fully prepare for eLearning for this
unforeseen time.

Their support and instruction provided a strong
foundation for teachers entering into eLearning
Our technology department has worked
plans for the 2019-2020 school year. Little did we
tirelessly to provide devices, hardware, software,
know how important that would become!
and support with eLearning as well. We are so
thankful for everyone involved in preparing and
In the fall of 2019, teachers began to prepare
carrying out our eLearning plans including our
for a potential of three eLearning days in case
families who are on the frontlines of learning at
of inclement weather. Elementary teachers
home!
worked together to create a template that all

The MHS Alumni Association
is honoring MHS graduates
working as healthcare providers
and emergency responders
thorugh this week. Next week’s
tributes will include essential
workers. Visit their Facebook
page to learn more.
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History Returns in 2020

Continued from p. 1

the Arch Wisdom, the students lamented that the last day of
school, June 9, was the latest ever. The writers noted concerns
were different then. “The farmer boy will be needed on dad’s
farm soon, so if he has to go to school until three weeks
before the Fourth of July, you will see what a fix the farmer
will be in. We hope they will be able to produce enough in the
two and a half months (of ) vacation to keep you during the
school the following year.”
Despite the hardships of the time, the young journalists
reminded everyone that continuing school was important.
“Since we are to remain till June 9, we had just as well study
and learn while we can...because our fathers and mothers
never had the chance.” They added, “The teachers and Seniors
who intended to start to college the fourth of June have our
sympathy and best wishes for a shorter school year.”
The tornado from the 1917-18 school year was documented
on a post card at the time. The handwritten inscription on
the back of the card only noted that “it was immediately over
6th grade. Leorah Wall teacher.” No word was give on if it
happened during school or if anyone was injured.
The Heritage Hall timeline wall at MHS includes historic events from
the 159 years of Mooresville High School.
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The Mooresville
School Board is
one of the latest
groups to use Zoom
during meetings.
While Dr. Roberson
led Tuesday’s
meeting from the
Board Room, other
members took part
virtually so the board
room was available
for visitors without
having more than 10
people in an area.
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Local Programs and Resources Available

Childrens’ Activities from Local Nonprofits

Boys and Girls Club of Morgan County - providing “virtual club experience” activity videos
Mooresville Public Library - providing online services, book readings, movies and more.
Mooresville Park and Recreation District - is posting daily #PrescriptionForPlay activities for families

Local Food Assistance Programs
Churches in Mission - provides food orders for families drive-thru style up to two times per month
Mooresville Schools Drive-Thru Meal Program - provides free lunch and breakfast for every child in
the vehicle age 18 and younger. Served weekdays 11a.m.-1p.m. at Neil Armstrong and behind MHS.
Afternoon Snacks and Breakfast - Families can pick
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
up snacks and breakfast items weekdays from 3:15Citizens Bank has been part of our
4p.m. at the Boys and Girls Club.
community through the
Meals to Go Wednesdays: free curbside pickup of
Depression, WWII, and many tough
times. We will continue to be there
family meals at Town Center Church on Wednesdays
for our community during these
from 5:15-6:15pm
unprecedented times.

Mental Health Resources
Parent/Caregiver Toolbox from IU Health
Family Mental Health Resources During COVID 19
from YouthFirst

Find Us
Online:

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at
317-831-0110 with any questions you may have.
We’ll get through this together!
#HeresToPeople

