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March 20, 2020 

MHS Students and Families, 

These are truly unprecedented times that we are experiencing. I never imagined anything like this 

happening. I was a little teary-eyed yesterday as I listened to Gov. Holcomb’s press conference when he 

announced that schools would be closed until at least May 1. I’m sad for our students that are missing 

so many opportunities and experiences.  I’m especially sad for the seniors who had such big dreams for 

the spring semester that are being dashed with the uncertainty of these times. I’m also sad for all of our 

parents and families who are missing these experiences. I’m sad for our teachers and staff who are 

having to teach and work with students in a different way. Our staff has great joy working directly with 

our students and they are missing that. I’m sad for me because I miss the fist-bumps and high-fives 

during passing periods. I miss checking in on students and helping them with challenges they are 

overcoming. I miss our events and celebrations. 

In the midst of all this sadness, I also know that this is temporary. I know that we have amazing teachers 

and leaders who will guide us through this time. I know that we have wonderful students who will 

continue to learn and grow. I know that we will overcome and be better on the other side. 

Our staff has been working on contingency plans to address situations that are arising and ever-

changing. Our central office has done a great job of planning and communicating as quickly as possible 

during this event. Attached is information on the corporation eLearning plan for April. Additionally, we 

are working at the building level to address our specific concerns. Please continue to work on your 

lessons and stay in contact with your teachers. Here is MHS-specific information for April. 

 April school days: Beginning April 8, Mooresville will use waiver days on Monday-Tuesday with 
eLearning Wednesday-Friday.  At MHS, we will continue to use Canvas for our lesson delivery. 

 Testing: The State announced that all state testing will be cancelled for the remainder of the 
spring.   

o State testing cancelled: ISTEP+ Grade 10, ILEARN Biology, IAM 
o Other testing cancelled at MHS this spring: ASVAB, SAT school day, ACT school day 
o Testing that is NOT changed at this time: AP exams 

 April events: All April events are cancelled including performing arts concerts, prom and post-
prom, and senior awards night.  At this time, we are not rescheduling any events.  However, 
when the governor’s restrictions end, we will determine what options we may have. 

 Spring sports: The IHSAA announced yesterday that they still intend to “stage an abbreviated 
spring sports program” contingent on a return to school including large gatherings on May 1.  If 
we are able to resume May 1, athletes will need 5 days of practice before competing in a 
contest. 

We understand how important the cancelled events are to our students and parents. Until we get 

further guidance from the state about reopening schools and having gatherings of more than 50 people, 

http://www.mooresvilleschools.org/schools/mhs


we do have not any plans to reschedule. However, once we are able to resume activities, we plan to 

make decisions on rescheduling what we are able to. Please reach out to me if you have any questions. 

This week, I investigated ideas for being happier when working at home, working remotely during Covid-

19, etc.  Here were some of my favorite ideas with some personal reflections: 

 Take mini-breaks – It is important to not spend 4 hours sitting and staring at your computer 
screen.  Take little breaks like getting a drink of water, walk around the room, or focus on 
something 7 feet away for at least 7 seconds. 

 Make time to exercise – Exercise is a great way to reduce stress and produce endorphins that 
make one happier. 

 Get some sunshine – Go outside and catch some rays.  Sunshine makes us happier and healthier. 

 Practice gratitude – Be thankful for what you have and tell people you’re thankful for them.  I 
am especially grateful for my family (especially my wife and daughter), my dog Lily, all of you, 
my colleagues, my health, internet access, DVR, etc. 

 Be aware of information overload – There is a lot of negative and disheartening news right 
now.  Don’t spend too much time on all of this. 

 Connect with Friends and Family – Even practicing social distancing, you can reach out to family 
and friends.  Use Google Duo, Skype, Facetime, etc. so you can see them as well. 

 Reach out to people who might feel isolated – Think about someone who might feel isolated 
during this time and reach out to them. 

 Catchup on books, podcasts, movies – Now is a perfect time to catch up on some of those things 
that you miss during the busy times of life.  

 49 things to do https://medium.com/@neilpasricha/49-things-to-do-if-youre-staying-home-due-
to-coronavirus-19b9e47a3cfe 

 Take care of yourselves!  You are amazing and wonderful people who are very special to me. 
 

With Pioneer Pride, Dr. Disney 
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