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State Supt. Glenda Riz visited
McAdams’ class earlier this year

Unified ISTEP Message

McAdams
Is PLTW
Teacher of
the Year

As a unified group, superintendents from
Morgan County school districts have issued
the following letter regarding concerns for
the recent ISTEP results and the testing process in general.
To the Communities of Morgan CountyAs the superintendents of schools for the
four districts operating in Morgan County,
we would like to express our concerns about
the results of the 2014-2015 ISTEP data
released to schools last week. We believe the
data to be an inaccurate reflection of our students’ academic accomplishments and the
quality of teaching in our classrooms.
The test scores, as predicted by the Department of Education, show a significant drop in
student achievement from the previous year.
We believe the test did not accurately mea-

Mooresville High School’s A.J. McAdams has been named
Indiana’s Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Biomedical Sciences
Teacher of the Year by the Project Lead The Way Indiana Team.
“A.J. McAdams is an exceptional teacher and superb leader,”
said MHS Principal Dr. Brian Disney. “He excels at having high
expectations, engaging students in lessons, and checking for
student understanding.”
McAdams leads of one of the most successful and fastest
growing Biomedical Science programs in Indiana. He was hired in
2013 to build the MHS PLTW program and it has already grown to
more than 350 students. Last year, more than 80% of McAdams’
students earned college-credit at IUPUI by scoring 6 or higher on
their PLTW End of Course assessments.
Moreover, McAdams serves as a mentor for the other PLTW
teachers. Beyond Mooresville, McAdams is a PLTW master
teacher for the medical interventions course. He has been
involved with curriculum and assessment development,
presented at PLTW conferences, taught summer trainings, and
mentored teachers at other schools.
Congratulations, Mr. McAdams!
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Newby Students Selected
for “Power of Children”
Newby Memorial Elementary students Suzy Head and
Morgan Pierson represented the school at the Indianapolis Children’s Museum Power of Children Symposium.
Suzy and Morgan were two of fifty students chosen
throughout Indiana to learn about philanthropy in their
community. They were able to collaborate with other
students about ideas to help those in need. Suzy and
Morgan will be Student Ambassadors for the Newby
Compassion Projects that will take place in January. They
are also developing ideas to begin work with our coun-

ty’s homeless population. “We are very proud of these
young ladies and look forward to seeing them be future
leaders in our community and schools,” said Principal
Krista Nelson.

County Superintendents’ Letter Regarding ISTEP
sure the students’ attainment. We believe that changes
in the testing structure along with arbitrarily chosen cut
scores are reflecting a false reality for our county and
the entire state. The testing process was a boondoggle
with students attempting the practice test several times
unsuccessfully resulting in paper and pencil tests. Due
to testing vendor problems, this inconsistency in testing
methods led to student discouragement and frustration.
Now, we are provided with raw pass/fail information
without supporting data on what areas students need
improvement. Over half of the testing year is over and we
are no closer to receiving pertinent information about
student outcomes than before. Next year’s information will also be circumspect because of the tardiness in
scores and the inability of a district to remediate before
the next test.
The testing information does not just impact an individual student’s academic record. It has a negative impact

Continued from page 1

on teacher evaluation, compensation, and school accountability grades as well as the entire image of a local
community.
We do not believe that our communities are below
standard—we do not believe that one test measures
our children—we believe this process to be a flawed
attempt to implement a legislative agenda. The political
agenda is detrimental to our children, our educational
system, and our communities.
Our children, teachers and administrators deserve a
better way of determining student proficiency. It’s time
for a better way in Indiana.
Respectfully,
Dr. Bill Roberson, Monroe-Gregg Superintendent
Dr. David Marcotte, Mooresville Superintendent
Jeff Gibboney, Eminence Superintendent
Dr. Michele Moore, Martinsville Superintendent
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Upcoming
Events
Nov. 19 - Regional
Spell Bowl at
Newby 5p.m.
Nov. 19 - Waverly PTO
Meeting 6p.m.
Nov. 25-27 Thanksgiving
Break
Nov. 30 - Waverly
Santa Shop
Opens
Dec. 2 - INDOT I-69
Meeting at MHS
6-9p.m., enter via
Door 1
Dec. 2 - Northwood
Secret Santa Shop
Opens
Dec. 3 - Newby
Literacy Night 5:307p.m.
Dec. 6 - MHS Winter
Concerts and AP art
show: Choir 2p.m.,
Band 4p.m.

News Briefs
Thanksgiving Break: As a reminder,
school will only be in session two days
next week. There is no school Nov. 25 27 for Thanksgiving Break.
Community Information: Visit our Community Information webpage for fliers

about upcoming events, including PHMS 6th-8th Grade Wrestling, Mooresville Area
Swim Team, and Mooresville Volleyball Club information.

Assisting Students in Need: As the weather turns colder, our thoughts often

turn to helping those in need. At Mooresville Schools, a special Family Services
donation fund has been created to help students in need by providing for items
to keep them on their academic path. Whether it’s a pair of tennis shoes for PE
class, needed hygiene items, or other needs, the Family Services Coordinators and
Counselors are able to help with the support of our community. If you are interested
in donating to the fund, please contact Tammy Medsker at 831-0950, ext. 2057.

Winter Weather Reminders: Parents are reminded that as

winter weather approaches to be sure updated contact information
is on file with the school and be aware of where information will
be posted in case of a school delay or closing. Read our full Parent
Reminder Letter.

MHS FFA Fruit Sale: The high school FFA has begun fundraisers for the holidays,

including the sale of fruit boxes and pork sticks. Visit the FFA Facebook Page for more
information and order forms.

Job Openings: Mooresville Schools has immediate job openings for substitute bus
drivers (training provided), substitute cafeteria workers, and more. Call 831-0950 or
visit MooresvilleSchools.org and click on the “Employment” tab for more information.

PHMS Yearbook Orders: Middle School Yearbooks are now on sale for only

$25. Families should visit www.YearbookOrderCenter.com or call (866)-287-3096,
enter PHMS code 2925, and then enter payment and receive a confirmation number.
Yearbooks will be delivered in May.

See your ad here!

Advertising in the weekly Pioneer Blast and on the MooresvilleSchools.org
website is available. Email us to learn about how your business can reach
thousands of families in the Mooresville area.

