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Get More Bang for Your Buck with
These Spring Home Improvements

(StatePoint)

The warmer weather means it’s time to
start thinking about home improvement projects. Whether you’re getting your home in tiptop shape for your own enjoyment, or getting
it ready to put on the market, not all home
improvement projects are created equal when
it comes to return on investment (ROI). Here
are top areas on which to focus:

Interiors

The kitchen is the heart of the home and
it’s one of the best areas to renovate in terms
of ROI, according to Remodeling magazine’s
annual Cost vs. Value Report, which puts the
price tag of the average minor kitchen remodel at $22,507, with 80.5 percent of the cost recouped upon resale.
To give the kitchen an updated appearance,

replace the flooring, countertops, sink and
faucet. A fresh coat of paint in a trendy shade,
such as Living Coral, Pantone’s Color of the
Year, can add a vibrant pop of color to energize any kitchen. Not looking to go that bold?
Consider an accent wall, or stick to a classic
palate of gray and white in terms of cabinets
and countertops. White on white is also a popular new style for kitchens and bathrooms.
Other features home buyers are paying
close attention to are laundry rooms and such
energy-saving elements as Energy Star appliances and windows, according to the survey
“What Home Buyers Want in 2019” by the
National Association of Home Builders.

Curb Appeal
The popularity of outdoor projects remains

strong and it’s for a good reason. According
to the Cost vs. Value Report, the biggest bang
for your buck in 2019 will come from replacing a garage door. The report says the average price is $3,611, and 97.5 percent of it is
recouped when the house is sold.
Other outdoor projects with high ROI include adding manufactured stone veneer to
the exterior (94.9 percent), adding a wood
deck (75.6 percent) and replacing siding (75.6
percent). Looking for a simpler way to make
an impact? Sprucing up the landscape by
planting flowers or bushes or even just clearing the yard of debris will make a big statement.
No matter what updates you end up making, it’s always a good idea to notify your insurance agent. “Certain upgrades may change

the value of a house, so homeowners need
to make sure they’re properly covered,” says
Bob Buckel, vice president of product management, Erie Insurance. “There are a few
things to look for. Ask your agent about guaranteed replacement cost policies that can cover the cost to rebuild a home in today’s dollars
following a covered loss.”
Some upgrades may also make you eligible
for discounts, Buckel adds, especially if they
make the home more secure. “For example,
Erie Insurance offers certain safety discounts
such as for installing smoke alarms or an automatic sprinkler system.”
Now you have a checklist of DIY projects
to focus on this spring. But before you start,
take a moment to assess which ones are worth
your time and money.
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Simple Hacks to Beat Seasonal Allergies

(StatePoint)

Allergies are the sixth leading cause of
chronic illness in the U.S. and more than 50
million Americans suffer from them each
year, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. When it comes to
spring allergies, you don’t need to anticipate
the season with dread.
There are steps you can take to proactively dodge allergens and mitigate debilitating
symptoms, according to the experts at AccuWeather.

Change Your Routine

Are you a morning bather? Experts say
that if you suffer from outdoor allergies, you
would be wise to switch to evening showers.
This will rid your hair and skin of pollen, so
you don’t bring it to bed with you. No matter what time of day you shampoo and scrub,
you’ll want to wash your linens in hot water, to
remove as much pollen as possible.

Stay in-the-Know

From dry winds blowing tree pollen into the

air, to wet, rainy days causing dust mites and
mold to thrive, weather has a huge impact on
the spread of allergens and, subsequently, the
way you feel, say experts.
“Spring allergies are driven by trees and
grass pollen, and different people will have
their own reactions. If you do suffer from
spring allergens, a cold front passing through
can bring some relief,” says Alan Reppert,
AccuWeather senior meteorologist. “But
even when the weather seems quiet, allergens
can be present and contribute to illness. For
example, when rain begins and washes pollen out of the air, mold spores can climb and
cause allergy problems.”
Get relevant information about weather
and allergies in the palm of your hand so you
can avoid the worst of it, or make necessary
preparations when you can’t. One useful tool
is AccuWeather’s daily allergy index, which
is available on AccuWeather.com and on the
free AccuWeather app for iOS and Android.
Stay in-the-know by frequently checking the
app, which is also a good source of other
weather-related tips, educational resources
and information.

Protect Indoor Air
Fresh air may sound appealing, but opening
your car and home’s windows is a fast-track
to a high pollen count indoors. For a breeze,
stick to air conditioning, as fans can kick up
dust and pollen into the air.

Consider Your Wardrobe
For those times when you must be out and
about on high-pollen count days, wear a widebrimmed hat and sunglasses to protect yourself. A scarf or mask over your mouth and
nose can be useful when symptoms are severe. When you get home, be sure to remove
outerwear, including shoes, in your mud room
or foyer so you don’t track allergens throughout the house, particularly in areas where you
sleep and spend the most time. You can make
smart decisions about your wardrobe as well
as the best time to venture outdoors by consulting digital apps like AccuWeather before
leaving the house.
This spring, don’t let sniffles, sneezing and
wheezing get the best of you. For a more comfortable season, check the weather often and
take proper precautions.
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The Benefits of Child-Safe Home Improvements
Metro

All family members should be considered
when home improvements are being planned,
especially the youngest household residents
who may not be responsible enough to avoid
accidents and injuries.
According to a recent Vital Signs report
from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, accidental injuries are a leading cause of death among the country’s youth
— with one fatality occurring every hour from
something entirely preventable. The CDC
notes that the leading causes of child injury include suffocation, drowning, poisoning, fires,
and falls. More can be done to keep children
safe, and many strategies start at home.

Install Security Systems

A security system can be just as effective at
keeping little ones inside as it is at keeping unwanted guests outside. Alarms can be set to
sound anytime a window or door is breached,
which can deter curious children from trying
to leave the house without permission. Pair
the alarm system with secure locks and high
latches that can also stop children in their

tracks.

Remove Fall Hazards

Safety devices installed on windows that are
above ground level can keep children safe.
Stair rails should be secure and in good working order. Temporary gates can block kids
from getting on stairways. Improve lighting
around staircases to help children and adults
avoid falls, and remove any obstacles.

Anchor Heavy Furniture

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission warns that unanchored televisions
and top-heavy furniture can tip over onto
children and cause severe injuries and even
death. Everyday furniture can be tempting to
climb; therefore, using anchors to secure furniture to walls for security is a must.

Install Locking Cabinets

Locking cabinets can keep medications,
household chemicals, home improvement
paints and solvents, and other potential poisons out of reach.

Erect Fencing
Install fencing around pools to keep children
from wandering close to the water’s edge.
Towns and cities may require certain fence
heights or self-latching gates to keep little
ones safe. Young children should never be
left to their own devices around any source of
water, whether it’s a pool, tub or toilet.

Test and Replace Smoke Alarms
Smoke and carbon monoxide detectors
are only useful if they are functional. Homeowners should inspect such devices regularly
to ensure proper operation and promptly replace old or faulty detectors to improve safety.

How to Control Crabgrass Before it Appears
Homeowners who enjoy tending to their
lawns know that grass is vulnerable to a host
of problems, many of which appear at a time
of year when lawn enthusiasts want to showcase the fruits of their lawn-and-garden labors.
Crabgrass is a common problem that appears in summer. According to Lowes, crabgrass plants produce thousands of seeds between midsummer and early fall. While the
first frosts of late-fall or early winter kill the
crabgrass plants, the seeds produced by the
plants remain dormant throughout winter and
then begin to grow as the ground temperature
warms up with the spring and summer thaw.
As a result, controlling germination, which
is the development of a plant from a seed or
spore after a period of dormancy, is the key
to preventing crabgrass from becoming an

unsightly blemish that can harm your lawn in
summer.
A proactive approach to crabgrass can save
homeowners the headaches of dealing with
this unwanted guest taking over their grass.
The following tips, courtesy of Lowes, can
help homeowners reduce the likelihood of
their lawns being overcome by crabgrass as
summer hits full swing.
• Recognize that routine lawn maintenance
may not be enough. Even lawns that receive
sufficient TLC can fall victim to crabgrass. A
proactive, crabgrass-specific approach to lawn
maintenance is the most effective way to control the problem before it pops up.
• Apply a pre-emergent herbicide.
Pre-emergent herbicides kill crabgrass seedlings as they germinate. While these herbicides are highly effective, they must be applied

at precisely the right time. The right time to
apply them depends on weather patterns. For
example, Lowes notes that homeowners who
live in regions that might have experienced
warmer than usual winters will probably need
to apply the herbicides earlier than usual.
While the manufacturer instructions should
always be followed when applying herbicides,
it’s essential that homeowners take weather
patterns into consideration as well.
• Wait until the ground temperature rises above 60 F. Applying herbicides when
the ground temperature is below 60 F might
render the products ineffective. Gauging soil
temperature can be tricky, but Lowes advises
monitoring shrubs and trees on the property.
Once shrubs begin to bloom and trees bud,
herbicide can be applied.
• Wait when treating newly seeded lawns.

Pre-emergent herbicides might kill new grass
seedlings, so homeowners with newly seeded
lawns should wait until they have mowed their
lawns three times before applying a herbicide.
• Emphasize uniform application. If a herbicide is not applied uniformly across the
lawn, crabgrass can establish itself and ultimately spread to the rest of the lawn.
• Do not thatch or aerate after applying a
herbicide. Thatching or aerating a lawn after
applying a herbicide might break the product’s chemical barrier, thereby rendering it
ineffective.
Crabgrass can quickly spread on an untreated lawn. A proactive approach that prevents its growth can keep lawns looking great
through summer.

G. P. REGESTER, INC.
Manufacturer Of:

Wooden Fences
&
Litter Shavings
Moorefield, WV 26836
(304) 538-6572
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Prevent Dog-Related Lawn Damage
Metro

Dogs love spending time outdoors. Dog
owners with yards know that dogs benefit
greatly from some exercise in the backyard.
While that time might be great for dogs, it can
take its toll on lawns.
Dog urine and feces can adversely affect
the look and health of a lush green lawn. Nitrogen is essential to healthy soil, but only at
certain levels. When those levels are exceeded, the result can be lawn damage. According
to The Spruce Pets, an advisory site that offers
practical tips and training advices to pet owners, this is what happens when pets frequently urinate on grass. Urine is naturally high in
nitrogen, so when pets urinate on lawns, the
grass might turn yellow or brown due to the
excess nitrogen content. Nitrogen also is present in lawn fertilizers, further exacerbating
the problem for pet owners who fertilize their
lawns.
In addition to urine damage, dogs can trample frosted grass, contributing to problems
that may not become evident until spring, and
get into areas like gardens where they wreak
additional havoc.
Pet owners who want to let their dogs run
free in the yard but don’t want damaged grass
may be tempted to put their pooches in dia-

pers or confine them to crates when letting
them outside. But such an approach isn’t
necessary. In fact, some simple strategies can
be highly effective at preventing dog-related
lawn damage.
• Speak with a landscaper about planting
new grass. Certain types of grass, such as Bermuda grass, can withstand dog damage better
than others. Local climate will dictate which
types of grass are likely to thrive in a given
area, so speak with a professional landscaper
about the viability of planting new grass.
• Install fencing. Pet owners with expansive
yards can install fencing that allows dogs to
spend time exercising outdoors without granting them access to the entire property. Large
dogs will need more room than small ones,
but try to build fenced-in areas that allow dogs
to run freely and get the exercise they need to
stay healthy.
• Work with a dog trainer. Dog trainers
might be able to work with dogs so they only
urinate in certain areas of the yard, greatly reducing the damage they can cause to a lawn.
Trainers also might help curb digging and
clawing behaviors that can damage lawns as
well as gardens.
• Consider hardscaping. Hardscaping

might be most effective for pet owners with
small properties. Hardscaping does not include grass and can add visual appeal to a
property while saving pet owners the headaches of dealing with dog-related lawn dam-

age.
Dogs need time outdoors, and homeowners
can take various steps to protect their lawns
from dog-related damage.
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Signs Your Soil Might be Compacted
Metro
Compacted soil can result from any number of activities, including walking on a lawn.
When soil on a lawn is compacted, grass roots
might not receive the water, oxygen and nutrients they need to grow in strong. The can
lead to weak lawns that are vulnerable to various issues. However, homeowners need not
avoid their lawns to prevent soil compaction.
Rather, learning to recognize signs of soil
compaction and paying special attention to
heavily trafficked areas of the yard can help
homeowners identify the problem early and
address it before grass begins to suffer. Cooperative Extension, which is supported by
the United States Department of Agriculture
and the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, notes that the following are some sign
potential indicators of compacted soil.
• Hard soil: Soil that is difficult, if not impossible, to penetrate with a shovel is likely
compacted. Even healthy soil is sometimes resistant to penetration, but if homeowners put
some muscle into their efforts to penetrate
the soil and still can’t do so, then the soil is
compacted.

• Standing water: Water standing on top of
soil for a long time is doing so because the soil
is likely so compacted that the water, which
roots need to thrive, cannot get through.
• Excessive water runoff: Runoff occurs
when watering lawns. But if nearly all of the
water intended for the lawn and the soil beneath it is seemingly being diverted away from
the grass, then that means the water cannot
get through to the soil or that so little is getting through that the lawn’s health is in jeopardy.
• Loss of vegetation or poor plant growth:
Compacted soil prevents water, nutrients and
oxygen from accessing the root zone. As a result, plants, including trees, are vulnerable to
disease and even death.
• Surface crust: Surface crust, which blocks
oxygen and water from penetrating the soil
and tends to inflict areas like footpaths and
playgrounds due to heavy foot traffic, contributes to runoff and soil erosion.
Compacted soil is relatively simple to fix.
But when untreated, compacted soil can
threaten lawns, plants and other vegetation.
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Understand Hardiness Zones Before Planting
Metro
Gardening benefits the environment in
myriad ways. Maintaining natural landscapes and preserving green spaces can
reduce the collective carbon footprint of
the human race. Trees, flowers and other
greenery filter the air and create welcoming habitats for all species of animals and
insects.
Many home gardeners set out each
spring to create landscapes that cater to
all of the senses. But choosing plants that
are unlikely to thrive in certain climates
can lead to dissatisfaction and premature
plant demise and may require gardeners to use more fertilizers, pesticides and
other not-so-Earth-friendly techniques to

help plants thrive.
One of the more important steps gardeners can take before spring arrives is
to educate themselves about plant hardiness zones. Hardiness zones are defined
by the average climatic conditions of the
region and are broken down into various
zones. The USDA Hardiness Zone map
divides North America into 13 separate
zones. Each zone is marked by 10 F incremental differences from the last zone.
In some versions of the map, each zone is
further divided into “a” and “b” regions.
The National Gardening Association
says the USDA Hardiness Zone Map was
revised in 2012. The latest version was
jointly developed by the USDA’s Agricul-

tural Research Service and Oregon State
University’s PRISM Climate Group. To
help develop the new map, the USDA
and Oregon State University requested
that horticultural and climatic experts
review the zones in their geographic areas. As a result, the zone boundaries in
the 2012 edition of the map have shifted
in many areas. Canada’s Hardiness Zone
map, updated in 2010, uses nine different
zones.
Zone maps are tools that show where
permanent landscape plants can adapt.
Home gardeners who are looking for
shrubs or perennials to last year after
year should recognize that such plants
must tolerate year-round conditions, in-

cluding the lowest and highest temperatures and the amount of precipitation.
Snow cover and humidity also can impact
a plant’s propensity to thrive.
While zone maps are not perfect, they
can be useful in planning and ensuring
the survival of future gardens. Plant and
seed manufacturer Burpee says that other factors to consider that also affect the
viability of plants include wind, moisture
and soil conditions. The company offers
an interactive zone finder on their website that will indicate the hardiness zone
as well as average first and last frost dates.
Visit www.burpee.com/findgrowzone to
enter a zip code.
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Potential Culprits Behind Thinning Grass
Leaf Spot

The Center for Agriculture, Food and the
Environment at the University of Massachusetts Amherst notes that leaf spot diseases affect both cool- and warm-season turfgrasses.
Various fungi can cause leaf spot. Symptoms
and the timing of the appearance of leaf spot
will vary depending on which fungi is causing
the problem. For example, bipolaris sorokiniana, which affects grasses in warm, wet summer months, produces small spots that are
dark purple to black. Dreschslera poae is another fungi that causes leaf spot, and it also
produces dark purple to black spots. However, it tends to appear in the spring when the
weather is cool and moist. Understanding the
different fungi and when they typically strike
can help homeowners identify what is causing
their grass to thin. In such situations, professional landscapers can be invaluable resources as well.
Thick grass is often a hallmark of a healthy
lawn. If grass begins to thin, homeowners may
feel as though all the time and effort they
spent tending to their lawns was for naught.
Thinning grass can be caused by any num-

ber of things. And while it might take a little
effort to address, thinning grass can be treated if homeowners correctly identify that cause
of the problem.

Stripe Smut

The University of Maryland Extension
notes that stripe smut primarily poses a threat
to Kentucky bluegrass that is older than three
years. Pale green streaks that run parallel to
the veins in the leaves and leaf sheaths are

symptomatic of stripe smut, which tends to
be noticed in spring and fall, when weather is
cool. As the disease progresses, stripes turn
black or a silvery gray, causing the leaf blade
to shred and curl. After the blades have shred,
they turn brown and die. The grass thins because stripe smut makes it vulnerable to problems like drought.

Ascochyta Leaf Blight

Lawns suffering from ascochyta leaf blight
will become straw-colored. According to the
lawn care and pesticide experts at Ortho®,
when a lawn is affected by ascochyta leaf
blight, its healthy grass blades will be mixed in
with diseased grass blades. Most prevalent in
the spring, this disease can affect grass at any
time during the growing season. That’s because the ascochyta fungi invade leaf blades
through wounds, such as those that can result
from mowing. Ortho® notes that dull lawn
mowers can contribute to the disease, which
might disappear on its own and can even return after it’s seemingly been cured.
Various issues can cause grass blades to
thin. Working with a landscape professional is
a great way to combat such issues before they
compromise the look of a lawn.
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Complete These Home
Improvements Over the Weekend
Home improvement projects ramp up
when the weather warms up, as homeowners
channel the rejuvenating feelings of spring
and tackle their home to-do lists. Large-scale
renovations can greatly affect a home, but
smaller projects can yield impressive results
and be completed over the course of a single
weekend.
If time is of the essence, these weekend or
one-day projects may satisfy homeowners’ desires to fix up their homes.
• Create an accent wall. Painting a focal
wall in a home can create a serious impact.
The bonus is it will not take as long or require
as many materials as painting an entire room.
Accent walls frequently feature a bold color,
so decide on placement and tackle this project
in less than a day.

• Install stair runners. Dress up hardwood
stairs with decorative carpet runners. Runners come in elongated pieces of carpeting or
individual pieces that can be placed on each
step. If carpeting doesn’t fit with the home’s
design, painting individual stair treads also
can create visual appeal.
• Dress up the entryway. An entryway is a
guest’s first impression of a home. Many entryways can use a minor overhaul, both inside
and outside. Paint the front door a different
color so it pops from the curb. Install a new
mailbox or decorative house numbers. A new
welcome mat can change the look as well.
Inside, consider laying a new floor. Resilient
vinyl tiles come in many different patterns
and can mimic the look of wood, travertine
or marble. Installing a floor can take a day or

From the Ground Up, Start With

PETERSBURG BLOCKS
For Your Heavy Duty Projects

White and Brown Landscaping Stones • Pavers • Blocks • Sand
(304) 257-4848

two.
• Install a new faucet. Instantly improve a
kitchen or a bathroom with new fixtures. New
faucets can provide aesthetic appeal and lowflow faucets can help conserve water.
• Create a gallery on the staircase. Gather
and arrange framed photos, artwork or wall
accents so that they ascend the wall of a staircase. This creates a designer touch and can
dress up an often barren area of wall space.
• Install a fresh light fixture. Improve drab
spaces with a little illumination. Better Homes
& Gardens suggests replacing an existing fixture with something new and vibrant. If hanging a new fixture is not within one’s skill set,
free-standing table or floor lamps also can
cast a new glow on a space.
• Add molding. Molding can add instant

aesthetic appeal to a room. Molding is appropriate near the floor, at the top of walls
where they meet the ceiling, or even mid-wall
as a chair rail. Some homeowners like to create framed molding on walls in formal living
spaces.
• Update kitchen or bathroom hardware.
Replacing hardware is a fast and easy project, but one that can have immediate impact.
Swap out tired or outdated hardware for newer brushed metals and more impactful shapes
and designs.
Home renovations do not need to take
weeks or months. Many projects can be completed over the course of a weekend.
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How to Protect Your Yard from Deer
With more than 60 different species of deer
worldwide, there’s a good chance individuals
will have some sort of interaction with these
majestic animals at one point during their lifetimes.
Deer, which live on all continents except
Antarctica, can survive in everything from
mountainous areas to wet rainforests to suburban neighborhoods. These herbivores are
voracious eaters that will search far and wide
for their meals. Home landscapes tend to be
easy pickings for foraging deer.
Many people are excited to see deer in their
neighborhoods and yards because they can be
such graceful creatures to behold. However,
once deer start to munch on ornamental trees,
annuals and flowering shrubs, the novelty of
these animals may wear off. Furthermore,
deer also can be covered in ticks that spread
illnesses like Lyme disease. Here are some
tips to keep deer at bay.
• Avoid tasty morsels. Deer like English
ivy, lettuces, impatiens, pansies, and hostas. Fruit trees also are targets. Choose other plants to grow, and wait until after early
spring, when deer aren’t as concerned with
regaining weight lost during the winter, to get
them in the ground.
• Use fishing line to deter deer. Put a few

stakes in the ground and then run fishing line
at a height of about three feet. Deer can sense
movement but do not have keen vision. As
the deer approach your garden, they’ll brush
against the “invisible” fishing line and then
get spooked off.
• Plant plants that produce strong aromas.
The experts at Good Housekeeping suggest
planting lavender and marigolds, which emit
strong aromas. Deer will be reluctant to walk
through because the smell can interfere with
their ability to find food and assess their environment via their sense of smell.
• Stock up on soap. The tallow in soap
helps keep deer away, according to the University of Vermont Extension Department
of Plant and Soil Science. Scented soaps like
Irish Spring may be especially good at warding off deer.
• Plant in levels. Raised beds and sunken
gardens can discourage deer from coming
into the yard because they aren’t avid climbers, offers the home and garden resource This
Old House.
• Employ harmless scare tactics. Deer are
skittish, and any unfamiliar movement or
sound may scare them away. Cans hung from
strings, sundials and lights can keep them at
bay.

Deer will seek out an easy meal, but homeowners can take steps to safeguard their trees, flowers and shrubs.
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Quick and Simple
Ways to Make a
Front Door Pop

Visitors’ impressions of a home are often
dictated by the home’s entryway. Must as one
may judge a book by its cover, the same can
be said about the impression that a front door
and entryway can create, regardless of how accurate that impression is.
Making certain changes to an entryway can
go a long way toward improving curb appeal.
Entryways also can set the scene for a home’s
interior. Whether one chooses to be classic or
bold, modern or traditional, there are various
ways to quickly transform a home’s entryway.
• Bold front door color: Color can dramatically enhance an entryway. Painting an existing door or replacing it with a more vivid option can do the trick. The DIY Network says
certain colors stand out as favorites. These
include turquoise, yellow, red, indigo, orange,
and black. The door color should complement
the other shades of the home, such as those
on siding and trim.
• Custom walkway: Guide guests right to
the front door with an attractive (and safe)
walkway. Stamped concrete or decorative
paver blocks may fit the bill. This walkway can
extend to the street or to the driveway.
• Contain plants. Landscaping around the

entryway should be neat and well-tended.
Overgrown plants or shrubbery may give off
an air of neglect. Container plants and carefully curated shrubs can create a neat and inviting aura.
• Highlight the address. Make sure the
home can be found easily with bold and decorative house numbers. Consider two different address signs: one illuminated and easily
viewed from the curb, and another closer to
the front door.
• Utilize high-end materials. The relatively small area of real estate by the front door
enables homeowners to splurge on more opulent materials that can really add a feeling
of luxury. These can include colorful tiles,
ornate planters, decorative wooden doors, or
elaborate knobs and lighting fixtures.
• Add architectural details. Find out which
architectural elements will meld with the
style of the home and then incorporate them.
Moldings, columns, shutters, and trim are areas to consider.
The entryway to a home garners a lot of attention. Homeowners can enhance their spaces with entryways that really make a statement.

Keep Tires
Road-Worthy
For Safer
Driving

Making driving more safe can come down
to ensuring that the vehicle is in good working order — starting from the ground up.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration warns that an average of 200
people die each year in tire-related crashes.
In 2016, 733 people across the United States
lost their lives in accidents in which tire malfunction was a contributing factor. Roughly 70 percent of single vehicle accidents
are tire-related. Taking tire maintenance
seriously can greatly reduce the chances of
blowouts, accidents and fatalities.

Maintain the Right Pressure

Caring for tires not only improves safety,
but also it extends the life of the tires, saving drivers money as a result. Michelin Tires
says that simply checking the tires’ inflation
pressure can make a significant difference
in how long tires last. For example, a tire
that is consistently 20 percent under-inflated may see its life expectancy reduced by
20 percent.
Tires that are not properly inflated also
can have a high rolling resistance. In such
instance, the engine must expend more effort to move the vehicle — thus eating up
fuel.
Pressure should be checked at ambient
temperature before driving, states AAA.
The recommended inflation pressure can be
found in the drivers manual or on the tire.

Check Tire Tread

Tires rely on good tread depth to maintain traction and shed water during wet
conditions. AAA recommends checking
tread with a visual inspection and with the
“quarter test.” Insert a quarter into a tread
groove with the top of Washington’s head
facing down. If the top of his head is not visible, the tires have at least 4⁄32” of tread and
are acceptable for continued use. If the top
of Washington’s head shows, tires need to
be replaced.

Learn About Tire Aging

Check the owner’s manual for specific recommendations concerning replacing
the spare tire for the vehicle. Some manufacturers state after six years, while others
say 10 years is the maximum service life for
tires. While most tire centers will use newly manufactured tires when replacing tires,
you can double check the age of any tire by
looking at the sidewall for the tire identification number (TIN), offers NHTSA. The last
four digits are the week and year of manufacture.

Keep Up On Maintenance

Wheel alignment, tire rotation and tire
balancing are all key to minimizing wear
and extending the life and safety of tires.
Each vehicle has specific recommendations,
and drivers should consult their manuals to
find those specifics.
Tire function is an important part of
maintaining vehicle safety and performance.
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FAMILY FEATURES

hile spring naturally means it’s time
for a refresh for many homeowners,
it doesn’t mean you’re limited only
to a cleaning party. Take advantage
of the season by using it as an opportunity to

Elegant, Functional Shelving

upgrade different areas of your home for reasons
ranging from energy efficiency and convenience
to ease of living and safety.
With increasing technology for smart home
devices and ever-evolving design styles,
upgrading your home can be nearly anything you

Open shelving can add character, design and attractive storage
to your home. For example, ClosetMaid’s Ventilated Shelving
exhibits simple elegance and is both an aesthetically pleasing way
to showcase your favorite things and functional enough to keep
linens fresh in the closet or hold clutter at bay by the front door.
Made from solid wood and epoxy-coated steel, these shelves are
easy to install, durable and can complement nearly any room.
Learn more at closetmaid.com.
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make of it. These ideas include ways that you can
add organization, revolutionize your home tech,
increase energy efficiency, enhance security and
more.
Find more ways to enhance your space this
spring at eLivingToday.com.

Revolutionize Your Home

Content courtesy of Office Depot

Take your smart home setup to the next level with assistance from a product
like the Google Home Hub. Its 7-inch touch screen and built-in Google
Assistant technology answers your questions, shows you the weather and
more using voice recognition software. The virtual assistant is available at
retailers like Office Depot or OfficeMax, which offer Workonomy Tech
Services to install smart home devices for added convenience. It also works
with other smart hubs for fluid integration between all your at-home tech
devices. Find more information at officedepot.com.

Natural Light, Fresh Air

Add natural light and fresh air to your home with an option like
Velux No Leak Solar Powered Fresh Air Skylights featuring preinstalled light filtering or light blocking shades in more than 80
colors. The skylights use a solar panel to capture daylight and
recharge a battery-operated control system. They can also be
opened and closed via remote control or smartphone app, and a
rain sensor closes the skylights during inclement weather. Find
more information at whyskylights.com.

A Front Door Fixer
Upper
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Anytime is a good time to
make sure your home is safe,
particularly at what’s often
the main point of entry –
your front door. This spring
is an ideal time to keep out
unwanted guests with a door
that’s sturdy and draft-resistant
while also providing an
aesthetic touch for enhanced
curb appeal. When choosing
a door that’s right for your
home, focus on options that
include a strong deadbolt and
thick frame for peace of mind.

Smart Home Safety
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With safety typically
representing a top priority
for most homeowners, taking
advantage of smart technology
can be one way to improve
your feelings of safety and
comfort in your home. A
solution like a smart lock on
the main entryway to your
house can add security while
also ensuring you’re never
locked out of your own home.
With options that can pair with
apps on your smartphone or
feature keyless entry via unique
numerical passwords, you can
marry convenience with safety.
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Add Some Excitement to Outdoor Hosting
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It’s time to take the party outdoors. Here
are some fun ideas for entertaining on the
balmy days and nights ahead:
• Cool Spread: Host a potluck in your backyard, setting up a long picnic table for guests
to display their dishes. You can make things
more interesting by adding a theme or challenge. Whether it’s to incorporate a specific
seasonal ingredient into every dish or to only
bring dips, the possibilities are endless. Use
online tools to help you organize, such as perfectpotluck.com, which gives guests an opportunity to sign up for a specific item ahead of
time so there are no duplicates.
• Outdoor Movie Night: It’s easy to turn
the backyard into an outdoor cinema. Grab

some lawn chairs and blankets and host a
movie night outdoors under the stars. You
can be sure you get a clear, crisp picture with
a projector designed to automatically adjust
its brightness relative to ambient light. For example, the XJ-F210WN, part of Casio’s Advanced Series line of projectors, combines a
laser and LED light source and uses an Intelligent Light Control feature to ensure viewers
get great visuals. Powered on and off in as fast
as five seconds, this mercury-free, energy efficient choice is right for hosts who don’t like to
make their guests wait.

Decorate

Your decorations should evoke the spirit of
the season. Think garlands, fresh flower centerpieces, paper lanterns and vibrant colors.

Make Music
No party is complete without music.
Whether you’re hosting a jam session or karaoke night, take advantage of the season by
taking the musical fun outdoors. A versatile
portable keyboard, such as the CT-X700, can
help you get the party started. It comes with
the AiX Sound Source, which faithfully reproduces the sound of acoustic instruments
such as guitars, wind instruments and more,
as well as 100 built-in songs, 600 tones and
195 rhythms. It also includes a class-compliant
USB-MIDI port that connects to most devices
with no drivers or installation needed, making
it a good choice for an outdoor set-up.
This season, be the host with the most by
taking the party outdoors.

Ramps Are Highly Sought
After Outside the Region
By Kate MacFarland
U.S. Forest Service
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Ramps, these tasty spring ephemerals with
the scientific name Allium tricoccum, are generally called ramps in the south and wild leeks
in more northern areas. They are native to the
hardwood forests of eastern North America.
In many areas, ramps are viewed as a sign
of the coming of spring and people flock to
the forests to “dig a mess of ramps.” Many
communities hold ramp festivals. When in
season, local restaurants, roadside vegetable
stands, and other markets sell ramps to residents and tourists. In recent years, the interest in these spring delicacies has increased to
the point that high-end restaurants in cities
across the nation are now offering ramps on
their menus.
Much of the demand for ramps is being met
through wild harvesting. All of these activities
have increased concern for the sustainability
of these forest plants due to the potential for
over-harvesting.
The increasing popularity of this woodland
crop has created opportunities for landowners to also “farm” ramps in their woodlots.
Forest farming ramps not only gives landown-

ers an additional income source, but may also
help alleviate pressure on wild populations.
A recent Agroforestry Note produced by
the USDA National Agroforestry Center, in
partnership with the Forest Service Southern
Research Station, details the management
and production of ramps in a forest farming
setting. It describes site selection, site preparation and planting, maintenance and care,
harvesting and processing, and marketing and
economics.
Marilyn Wyman, the Issue Lead in Natural Resources and the Environment for Cornell Cooperative Extension in Columbia and
Green Counties, New York and the Agroforestry Resource Center, said, “Connecting audiences with information in the Forest
Farming Ramps publication provides them
a crucial link to a culturally interesting, delicious and potentially lucrative plant. This
information may be especially interesting to
woodland owners who seek to cultivate food
and farming enterprises on their properties.”
With this publication, the USDA National
Agroforestry Center helps to provide an additional resource for private forest owners who
wish to diversify their income streams and cultivate a delicious plant.
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