
The Mere Distinction of Colour Opening:  
June 3rd & 4th marked the opening of 
our permanent exhibition about slavery at 
Montpelier. We had a wonderful gathering of 
Descendants on the afternoon and evening 
of June 3rd, with a libation ceremony at 
the slave cemetery, a walk-through of the 
exhibition, and a dinner to celebrate the 
opening of the exhibition and to honor the 
work and contributions of the Descendant 
community. The Mere Distinction of Colour 
opened to the public on June 4th, and we 
had a large turnout of community members 
and colleagues. We had remarks by 
Montpelier Foundation President Kat Imhoff, 
Richmond Mayor Levar Stoney, and a panel 
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discussion moderated by philanthropist David 
Rubenstein, featuring historians Ed Ayers 
and Hasan Jeffries, poet Regie Gibson, and 
Orange County African American Historical 
Society co-founder and former President 
Rebecca Gilmore Coleman. We want to thank 
everyone who was able to make it out that 
weekend, and to everyone who has been 
willing to share with us, and help us with  
the exhibition.

Mosaic made from bricks 
found by Montpelier 
Archaeologists and featured  
in the exhibit.
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Juneteenth:
 On June 17th, the Orange County African 
American Historical Society, the Arts Center 
in Orange, and Montpelier co-sponsored 
a Juneteenth celebration at Montpelier. 
It began with a libation ceremony in the 
slave cemetery and proceeded to the Visitor 
Center, where a large tent with a stage was 
set up. Remarks were given by Dr. Hortense 
Hinton-Jackson to begin, along with the 
singing of “The Star Spangled Banner” and 
“Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing.” Performances 
on the main stage lasted all day. There 
were a variety of musical performers from 
the community with many styles of African 
American influenced music represented. 
Behind the Visitor Center there was a tent 
with information about different community 
organizations, and throughout the Stable 
Yard we were joined by Harriet Tubman, 
Elizabeth Keckley, and the 23rd & 54th 
regiment of the US Colored Troops. We also 
had open-hearth cooking and blacksmithing 
demonstrations in the newly opened South 
Yard. It was a wonderful day - thank you to 
all who participated to make it what it was!   

Statement on August 12 in Charlottesville:
 Our President, Kat Imhoff, released a 
statement in the wake of the recent events 
impacting our community: 

Montpelier Friends & Family,
 As I’m sure you’re aware, a group of 
white supremacists recently descended on 
Charlottesville, 30 miles from our gates, for 
the “Unite the Right” rally. This hate-fueled 
gathering, in protest of the impending removal 
of the Robert E. Lee statue downtown, 
resulted in the death of 32-year-old Heather 
Heyer and the injury of a handful of other 
counter protesters. These events also 
precipitated the deaths of State Troopers, H. 
Jay Cullen and Berke Bates. 
 It goes without saying that Montpelier 

Slave Dwelling Conference & Two-day 
Excavation at Montpelier: 
 On October 18 through 21, the University 
of Virginia and the Slave Dwelling Project 
hosted a symposium called “Universities, 
Slavery, Public Memory, & the Built 
Landscape.” The Slave Dwelling Project 

condemns, in the strongest possible terms, 
this show of violence, racism, and ignorance. 
As the home of the Father of the Constitution, 
we support the right to free speech and 
peaceful assembly as protected by the First 
Amendment. But let me be clear – what I 
saw transpire with my own eyes was neither. 
It was hatred. It was bigotry. It was racism 
in its most blatant and unambiguous form 
and it is not to be condoned, rationalized, or 
obfuscated. 
 These events further underscore the need 
to tell a more complete American story about 
our nation’s history and its impact on today’s 
society, and your support makes this possible. 
History is complex, but it is also additive, and 
we cannot leave the past in the past. It is our 
duty to foster conversations that encourage 
people to seek out truth in history in order to 
move our country forward. They are painful, 
complicated, and controversial. They are 
also necessary, and to shy away from them 
because they are contentious is cowardly and 
irresponsible.
 To understand what happened in 
Charlottesville and what’s continuing to 
happen across the country, it’s imperative to 
understand our history of race as a nation.
 I thank you for supporting Montpelier’s 
mission to connect the past to the present 
through the lens of the Constitution to tell 
a more complete American story and your 
commitment to making the invisible visible. 
We hope to see you all soon. 

Kat Imhoff
President & CEO

The Montpelier Foundation
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From the Archives, Research Department: 
I am working on processing emancipation 
documents from the Orange County 
Courthouse. Many of them read similarly to 
this:

Know all men by these present, that I, 
[insert name of enslaver] of the County 
of Orange and the state of Virginia...
have released from slavery, liberated, 
manumitted and set free [insert name 
of the enslaved] to be completely free 
from bondage as if [he/she] had been 
born free. I do declare to be henceforth 
free, manumitted & discharged from all 
manner of servitude or service to me or 
my heirs forever…

 I am working on emancipation documents 
dating between the late 1790s—just a few 
years after the Revolutionary War—through 
the 1850s—just a few short years before 
the Civil War began. Details vary in these 
documents—sometimes there is a last name, 
age, and physical description listed with the 
enslaved; sometimes it is just a first name. 
While reading through, I often think about 
the lives of the people I am reading about 
—what it must have felt like to be declared 
free. Sometimes the information included 
allows you to catch a glimpse of what the 
person’s life was like—this week I read the 
emancipation document of an 8 year-old boy 
whose parents were free people of color in 
Ohio. I thought about the circumstances that 
could have led to that situation happening, 
and how (or if) he would be able to get to his 
family in Ohio. Transcribing and processing 
these documents help us piece together the 
lives of African American living in Orange 
and the surrounding areas in the past in the 
hopes that we can create connections for the 
future. Hannah Scruggs

Participants in the two day archaeology excavation at Montpelier

was founded by Joe McGill and works to 
identify, draw attention to, and preserve 
slave dwellings throughout the United States. 
UVA, is currently working to recognize 
the enslaved men and women who were 
integral in building the university through 
the President’s Commission on Slavery 
and the University. This commission is 
one of many They joined forces to host 
scholars, community leaders, and museum 
professionals for two days of presentations 
about issues facing the preservation of this 
history. Montpelier’s Elizabeth Chew (Vice-
President for Museum Programs), Matt Reeves 
(Director of Archaeology), Elizabeth Ladner 
(Director of Research), Jenn Glass (Director of 
Preservation), and Betsy Sweeny (Preservation 
Technician) presented work they have done 
related to slavery and preservation efforts in 
our area. 
 The Montpelier Archaeology Department co-
hosted, in conjunction with the Slave Dwelling 
Project Conference, a two-day excavation at 
the slave quarters here at Montpelier for the 
African American community. Participants 
arrived on Sunday night, stayed at Arlington 
House (our resident intern house) and spent 
two days excavating side-by-side with the 
archaeology staff at an incredibly artifact 
rich site near the South Yard. Participants 
found some exciting artifacts and participated 
in brick-making with the Preservation 
department, creating bricks that will be used 
in the reconstruction of the kitchen. 



Contact and Upcoming Events

Upcoming EventsHannah Scruggs  
Montpelier’s African American Descendants’ Project  
descendants.project@montpelier.org   
hscruggs@montpelier.org or  
540.672.2728 x418

Kids are Free at Montpelier  
December 26-January 1

House Restoration 
January 2-12, 2018 
Montpelier will be closed for House 
renovations, paintings, and other repairs. 
Follow our progress on social media.

Montpelier is the lifelong home of James Madison, Father 
of the Constitution, Architect of the Bill of Rights, and 
fourth President of the United States. Montpelier is 
administered by The Montpelier Foundation, which seeks 
to inspire continuing public engagement with American 
constitutional self-government by bringing to life the 
home and contributions of James and Dolley Madison. 
The historic home and grounds are open to visitors and 
student groups throughout the year, and through the 
Robert H. Smith Center for the Constitution, Montpelier 
provides world-class residential and online educational 
programs. Montpelier is a National Trust Historic Site. 
www.montpelier.org The Voices newsletter is published by 
The Montpelier Foundation with Editor, Hannah Scruggs; 
Graphic Designer, Jeni Spencer; and Contributors, 
Elizabeth Ladner and Matt Reeves.
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We’re Going Green!

We are making our newsletter green - next 
year, we will be sending all Descendants’ 
Project newsletters digitally. Please send 

an updated email address to  
Hannah Scruggs  

descendants.project@montpelier.org.

 Thank you!  

Slave Dwelling Project sleepover at Montpelier


