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MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 
TOWER COORDINATOR  
RECOMMENDATION 

 
APPLICATION NUMBER:  201312-05 DATE:   28 October 2013 
 
Application Information: 
Applicant:  AT&T 

Description:  Attach 12 panel antennas, nine 73"-high and three 96"-high, atop a 
25'-high church. 

Site Location:  St. Luke Lutheran Church 
9100 Colesville Road, Silver Spring 

Property Owner: Saint Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church of Silver Spring 

Classification in accordance with Zoning Ordinance: R-60 
Private Property: 
Public Property: 

 
 

By right:    
Mandatory Referral:  
Minor Modification  

   Special Exception:   
   Special Exception   
   Modification:  

Impact on land-owning agency: N/A 

Existing or future public safety telecommunications facilities and plans:  NA 
 

Co-location options: T-Mobile also has antennas atop this church.  

Implications to surrounding area: The antennas will be concealed within a  faux chimney to 
be constructed alongside the existing faux chimney T-Mobile constructed to conceal their 
antennas (TFCG # 200407-03) to match the existing chimney at the church.  The plans 
provided with the application show the overall height of the facility will be approximately 25' 
above the top of building roof.  The photo below shows a view of the church from the parking 
area off of Dale Drive.  The approximate location and height of the proposed AT&T faux 
chimney is indicated by the arrow on the left.  The T-Mobile chimney is located in the center 
of the photo and the real chimney originally constructed at the church is visible on the right in 
the photo.  

 
 
Based on our site visit, although the impact of a second antenna enclosure atop the church 
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may be minimal because it is disguised as a chimney, it will likely be more visible to passers-
by along Colesville Road and Dale Drive. 

 

Attachments:  Application 
 

Comments:  A building height of 50' is required in a residential zone to permit attachment of 
antennas according to the zoning code.  However, we understand from past applications, DPS 
would permit this facility because the antennas will be concealed. 
 
Equipment will be placed in a 12ꞌ x 12ꞌ shelter to be placed on a steel platform to be 
constructed on the roof.  Because an emergency power generator will also be placed on the platform 
alongside the shelter, we condition our recommendation on the noise from the generator not exceeding 
the limits in the County’s Noise Ordinance.  
 

 
Tower Coordinator Recommendation: Recommended:       

Recommended with conditions:   
 Not recommended:         
Conditions: On the generator operating in compliance with the County's Noise Ordinance. 
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Signature Date 
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Applicant Name: AT&T Mobility  

 

DBA:        

 
Address: 10015 Old Columbia Rd, Suite F-100, Columbia, MD 21046 
 
Contact Person  
and Phone No.: Phil Stetler, 443-977-7561  

 

 

Provide a description of the proposed installation, including the type and height of the structure (i.e. monopole, 
rooftop, water tank, guyed tower, self-support tower, etc.) and whether it is existing, modified, or new.  Describe 
any modifications that will be made to existing structure. 
AT&T will co-locate and install twelve (12) panel antennas and related support equipment at the 49’ RAD center on 

this building rooftop; the antennas will be screened and hidden from view behind a proposed stealth chimney. Nine 

(9) of the proposed antennas will measure 72.72”x11.85”x7.1”. Three (3) of the proposed antennas will measure 

96”x13.4”x16.5”. AT&T will also locate supporting equipment on the rooftop within a mounted equipment shelter 

and will locate a natural-gas fueled backup power generator next to the shelter. 

 
 
Address/City:  9100 Colesville Road, Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
Site Name: Ellsworth              Zoning: R-60 
 
Site Owner/Landlord: Saint Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church of Silver Spring 
 
Structure Owner: Saint Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church of Silver Spring 
 
Latitude/Longitude (NAD27 degrees/minutes/seconds: 39/00/18.81, -77/01/25.45 
 
Ground Elevation AMSL in feet: 303’ 
 
Antenna Height AGL in feet: 49’ 
 
Frequency bands to be used: 734-740; 740-746; 869.04-879.99; 890.01-891.48; 1950-1965; 1985-1990 (TX), 704-
710; 710-716; 716-722; 824.04-834.99; 845.01-846.48; 1870-1885; 1905-1910 (RX) 
 
Maximum Effective Radiation Power (ERP): 57.2 dBm 
 
Federal Communication Commission (FCC) Emission Designator: 30M0W7D 
FCC Antenna Structure Registration Number: n/a 

 
Description of antenna(s), including physical size, patterns, gain and orientation (include copy of spec sheet or 
drawings): (9) Commscope SBNHH-1D65B (9 panels, 72.72”x11.85”x7.1”), (3) Alcatel-Lucent 3JR52703AAAA (3 

panels, 96”x13.4”x165”), Antenna gain: 14.3-17.3 dBi 
 
 
Describe area to be served by the proposed installation. Attach a map of the general area showing the location of the 
site.  Upon request, attach RF propagation studies showing service area coverage surrounding the proposed site with 
and without the proposed site. Please see the enclosed RF propagation maps. 
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DATE: _______________ NUMBER: ____________________ 
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Will antennas be installed on an existing structure? yes 
 
 
If not, describe results of investigation about possible co-location.  Include a listing of alternative sites considered 
and an explanation as to why each possible alternative was not selected.  If a site was ruled out because of radio 
frequency (RF) issues, provide RF propagation maps documenting inadequate coverage: n/a 
 
 
Justification of why this site was selected: It was determined that a gap in AT&T data and voice coverage exists in 

the area surrounding the intersection of Dale Drive and Colesville Road. A co-location on this rooftop will enable 

AT&T to fill the gap in coverage and provide seamless service to their customers. 
 
 

Will site be used to support government telecommunications facilities or other equipment for government use? no 
 
If yes, describe:       
 
 

 

Attach a site plan of the proposed facility showing location of monopole, tower, or structure on the property, 
location of existing and proposed equipment buildings or cabinets, and distance of any new structures or buildings 
from property lines and other buildings or residences within 300 feet.  Clearly identify existing versus proposed 
facilities by carrier.  Also provide an elevation sketch of the structure showing major dimensions, existing 
attachments, and mounting height of proposed antennas.  If a balloon test has been performed, please provide copies 
of the photographs. 

Will the antenna installation be in compliance with the maximum permissible RF exposure limits set forth in 
§1.1310 of the FCC Rules and Regulations? Yes      No  
If the answer is no, please attach an explanation. 
 
Type of compliance study required under §1.1307 of the FCC Rules and Regulations: 
 Categorically Excluded     
 Routine Environmental Evaluation  
 Environmental Assessment   
 
If antennas will be located on a rooftop, please attach a description of any steps that have been or will be taken to 
prevent the aggregate RF from exceeding exposure limits.  AT&T always takes necessary steps to ensure that RF 

emissions stay within permissible limits. 

 

 

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 2-58E requires applicants to submit a facility location plan indicating the 
location of every existing telecommunications transmission facility and the general location of facilities that are 
anticipated to be built in the near future.  Has a new or updated plan been filed with the County within the last year?  
 Yes   No  If the answer if no, please submit a plan with this application. 
 
If an application for an FAA review has been submitted or an FAA determination has been issued, please attach a 
copy. 

 
Submit the application fee, with a copy of this Application Form, to: 

 
Office of Cable and Communication Services 

100 Maryland Avenue, Room 250 
Rockville, MD 20850 

 
State the fee category selected for this application and the amount and date paid: 
Category: _Co-location___________                _   Fee: $_1000.00_______________  
Date Paid: _10/21/13_____________         Check # _1237_________ 

 
Submit the original and three (3) copies of the application with all attachments to: 

Columbia Telecommunications Corporation 
10613 Concord Street 

Kensington, MD 20895 
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Phone:  301-933-1488 
























