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2012 NAPA VALLEY CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
WINEMAKER’S NOTES 

 
 

The Napa Valley really is a magical place.  Some people call it the Big Greenhouse or the Garden of Eden and I’ve 
had more than one Bordelaise Winemaker tell me he would “kill for our terroir.”  Year after year, we’re treated to 
an incredible (and sometimes dizzying) ballet of sunlight and fog, warm afternoons and cool evenings, and nighttime 
temperatures that plot more like a seismograph than a straight line.  It’s what makes each vintage wonderfully 
unique, but with just enough familiarity to make one consider what’s been done in the past and what could be in the 
future.   
 
In 2012, the old Calistoga vines woke up to a beautiful, mild spring that dovetailed into classic ripening weather for 
Cabernet.  Summertime temperatures were pleasantly warm by mid-afternoon, with just a little bit of chill each 
morning from the fog that sneaks in from northern Knight’s Valley.  That marine layer gives the vines a chance to ease 
into the day and helps preserve the acidity that remains a hallmark of this wine, especially in the dry-farmed 
vineyards.  It’s rare to get incredible flavor development and high yields in the same year, but 2012 was definitely a 
bumper crop and we couldn’t have been more pleased with the power, elegance, and nuance in the fruit we 
harvested.  The key word here is ‘balance’ – both in the vines and in the wines.   
 
In the glass, aromas of ripe plum, raspberry, and strawberry jam co-mingle with a touch of vanilla and star anise.  
The bright ruby color belies a rich concentration and viscosity punctuated with blueberry and blackberry notes woven 
into chewy, ripe tannins.  The rich acid backbone ties the palate together and aids the seamless transition into a finish 
layered with ripe cherries, baking spices, and cocoa. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matt Crafton, Winemaker 
 

   Harvest dates: Sept. 23 thru Oct. 21  
   Blend:   88% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Merlot, 
     2% Cabernet Franc 
   Barrel Aging: 14 months 
     French and Eastern European, 16% New 
   Alcohol:  13.8% 

Bottling Date: April 2014 
Release Date: November 2014 

 


