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NOSE

�is wine is at �rst savory and 
earthy with notes of cinnamon, 
black olive, tobacco, and bacon fat.  
With another swirl, come aromas 
of cocoa, toast, dried cherry, fruit 
leather.

PALATE

Red raspberry and a �rm acid 
backbone underlie a dynamic 
pro�le of black plum, espresso, 
fresh �g and strawberry jam.  

FINISH

�e tannins are chalky and 
angular, helping to bridge the ripe, 
lingering �nish with touches of 
mint, hazelnut, and molasses.  

INTRODUCTION

I get a lot of strange looks when I ask friends if they’ve tried Charbono.  “Char-what?” and a puzzled look is usually what I get in 
return.  In fact, by the end of the nineteenth century, Charbono was simply proli�c in the Napa Valley, long before Cabernet 
became king. Today there are fewer than 100 acres planted in all of California.  For the Jade Lake Series, we look for interesting 
varieties cultivated by outstanding growers who share our fundamental belief in creating wines with a sense of time and place.  
Charbono, which shares its DNA with Corbeau in France, Bonarda in Argentina, and Douce Noir in Italy, is enigmatic in that 
it’s stylistically typi�ed by rusticity, not necessarily varietal purity.  With that in mind, we created a throw-back, retro wine to pay 
homage to the great 1880’s bottlings of Inglenook and, possibly, to Alfred Tubbs’ (soon to be named) Chateau Montelena.    

VINTAGE WEATHER

It would be di�cult to make 2013 any more ideal.  In short, it was picturesque.  �e dry-farmed Charbono vines, grown here in 
Calistoga, soaked up the cool morning fog and abundant afternoon sunshine.  We rode a warm weather wave into harvest and 
picked the Charbono early to preserve the acid and structure in the fruit.  

Technical Information

HARVEST DATE
September 18, 2013

ALCOHOL
13.9%

BLEND
100% Charbono

BARREL AGING

26 months in French Oak 

BOTTLING DATE:

December 3, 2015

RELEASE DATE

October 2016

WINEMAKER

Matt Crafton


