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Living organisms and their habitats

1.
Complete the sentences, using the words in the box below. You may not need some words, and you may use others more than once. 
	•
abiotic

•
animals

•
behavioural

•
biotic
	•
consumers

•
decomposers

•
individuals

•
inorganic
	•
organic

•
population

•
producers

•
recognize
	•
reproduce

•
role

•
species

•
structural


a)
A species is a group of                                              that resemble one another and that
can                                               among themselves, giving birth to offspring that 
can also reproduce. A population is a group of                                                


of the same                                              , all living in a specific area.


b)
A physical adaptation is a                                               change that helps a species live and thrive in its environment. A behavioural adaptation is a                                               change that helps a species live and thrive in its environment.


c)
A habitat is the specific place where a                                               is usually found and where this                                               finds what it needs to survive. Non-living factors 
in a habitat are                                               factors. The interactions between living organisms in a habitat are                                               factors.


d)
The ecological niche of a living organism is the general                                              it plays in its habitat. Living organisms can be divided into three categories:



–
                                              , which make living (                                             ) 
matter by absorbing and reorganizing non-living matter



–
                                              , which feed on other living organisms



–
                                              , which feed on waste and the remains of other living organisms, either plants or animals

2. 
How do producers make organic matter?

	
	


3. 
A mule is the sterile offspring of a mare and a donkey. Are the mare and the donkey members of the same species? Explain your answer.

	
	

	
	


4. 
Complete the table with the following words: births, deaths, emigration and immigration.

	Factors that increase a population
	Factors that decrease a population

	
	

	
	


5.
Do the following statements describe a physical adaptation or a behavioural adaptation? Check the appropriate column.

	
	Physical adaptation
	Behavioural adaptation

	a)
	
Birds of prey have hooked beaks.
	
	

	b)
	
Hares have white coats in winter.
	
	

	c)
	
Ruffed grouse stay farther away from humans in hunting grounds.
	
	

	d)
	Cows have flattened molars.
	
	

	e)
	
Ducks have webbed feet.
	
	

	f)
	
Warblers migrate south in winter to find food.
	
	

	g)
	Stick insects look like twigs.
	
	

	h)
	Some animals can use small branches as tools.
	
	


6.
Are the following factors biotic or abiotic? Check the appropriate column.

	
	Biotic factor
	Abiotic factor

	a)
	
Soil pH 
	
	

	b)
	Bacteria that act as decomposers
	
	

	c)
	
Temperature
	
	

	d)
	The amount of oxygen in water
	
	

	e)
	
The hare that is preyed on by lynx
	
	

	f)
	
Cows that are grazing
	
	


7.
To which category of living organisms do the following examples belong?

	
	a) 
a gazelle
	

	
	b) 
trees
	

	
	c) 
a lion
	

	
	d) fungi
	

	
	e) 
algae in a lake
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