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The atmosphere: the greenhouse 

effect and energy resources

1.
Complete the following sentences, using the words or groups of words in the box below. You may not need some words, and you may use others more than once. 

	•
2°C

•
absorbed

•
acid rain

•
aerosol cans

•
backup

•
beauty of the landscape

•
blades

•
car

•
carbon dioxide

•
CFCs

•
chemical formula

•
chlorine

•
climate change
	•
composition

•
consumers

•
decomposition

•
digestion

•
disruption

•
exhaust 

•
fog

•
fossil

•
generator

•
harmful effects

•
heat waves

•
high-pressure

•
imbalance

•
infrared rays
	•
lead

•
manure

•
methane

•
more powerful

•
natural gas

•
nitrogen-rich fertilizer

•
nitrous oxide 

•
ozone

•
ozone layer

•
present

•
refrigeration

•
renewable

•
respiratory
	•
retain

•
send them back

•
significant amounts

•
stratosphere

•
sulphur dioxide

•
temperature

•
thinning

•
troposphere

•
ultraviolet

•
weather conditions

•
wind energy


a)
Greenhouse gases have always been ________________________ in the atmosphere. The main greenhouse gases are water vapour (H2O), ________________________ (CO2), methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (N2O). They help the Earth ________________________ part of the heat it receives from the Sun. Without these gases, the mean temperature on Earth would be –18°C. 

b)
In the greenhouse effect, the sun’s rays are ________________________ by the ground. Once heated, the ground emits ________________________, some of which pass through the atmosphere and are lost in space. Greenhouse gases trap some of the infrared rays and ________________________ to Earth, which makes the ________________________ rise on the Earth’s surface.  



c)
The intensification of the greenhouse effect is the subject of much discussion because 
the amount of greenhouse gas has increased, creating an environmental ________________________. The problem is due in part to the large quantities of 


________________________ (CO2) released into the atmosphere mainly by the combustion of ________________________ fuels. ________________________ of CO2 in the atmosphere come from other sources as well, such as forest fires and land clearing.

d)
Surplus CO2 in the atmosphere causes a larger proportion of ________________________ to return to Earth. This leads to global warming and ________________________, both caused by human activities.

e)
Other gases, such as _______________________ (CH4) and ________________________ (N2O), also contribute to climate change. Methane is a greenhouse gas 21 times ________________________ than CO2. It is produced by ________________________ in farm animals, ________________________ storage and management, rice farming in paddy fields, the ________________________ of household waste and the distribution of ________________________. Nitrous oxide (N2O) comes primarily from applying ________________________ to farm crops, and from certain chemical processes.

f)
Scientists believe that an overall temperature increase of ________________________ is a critical point beyond which there will be serious climate ________________________ (for example, droughts, ________________________, floods and a rise in sea level).

g)
________________________ can be drawn from the wind and converted into electricity. It is a ________________________ resource that produces no greenhouse gas. 

h)
Wind turbines work in a relatively simple way. The wind spins the ________________________, which activate an electric ________________________ inside the nacelle. Wind energy is then transformed into electrical energy, which is distributed to ________________________. 

i)
Some people are against the use of wind turbines because they feel that these huge structures ruin the ________________________. In addition, a ________________________ system, such as a hydroelectric dam, is needed to generate power when the wind falls.
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