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What about the human population?

	One of the largest populations on Earth is that of humans. The same characteristics used to describe plant and animal populations, such as density, can be applied to our own species. Which country has the largest population? Do all countries have the same population densities? In this activity, you will use statistics to study the populations of various countries.


IDENTIFYING THE RESEARCH SUBJECT

For help in answering questions 1 to 7, read pages 292–298 of your student book.

1.
What is a population?
	
	

	
	

	
	


2.
What is the size of a population?

	
	

	
	


3.
Which three countries do you think have the largest populations?

	
	


4.
What is the density of a population?

	
	

	
	


5.
Name four factors that can be studied to determine variations in the size of a country’s population.

	•
	
	
	•
	

	•
	
	
	•
	


6.
Which of the three North American countries (Canada, United States and Mexico) do you think has the lowest population density? Explain your answer.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



7.
Complete the table below by naming the three main patterns of population distribution and by giving a brief description of each pattern.

	Pattern of distribution
	Description

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


For help in answering questions 8 to 18, read the appendix to this activity.
PLANNING YOUR RESEARCH


8.
What information is provided in the appendix to this activity?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



9.
In the appendix, the populations are expressed in thousands of people. By what number must you multiply these values to obtain actual values?

	
	



10.
How can you determine the population density of each of the countries presented in the appendix?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


CONDUCTING YOUR RESEARCH


11.
Complete the table below, listing the countries from the appendix in descending order of population size.

Population size of various countries in 2006 

	Country
	Population size
(in descending order)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



12.
Complete the table below, listing the countries from the appendix in descending order of population density. Remember to indicate the unit of measurement for population density.

Population density of various countries in 2006

	Country
	Population density
(in descending order)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


REFLECTING ON YOUR APPROACH


13.
The appendix to this activity lists the countries ranked 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 7th, 11th, 20th, 36th, 111th and 158th in the world for population size (2006 data from the World Bank).


a)
In 2006, which three countries had the largest populations?

	1.
	
	
	2.
	
	
	3.
	



b)
Compare your answer to question 13 a) with your answer to question 3. Did you know the three countries with the largest populations? Explain your answer.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



c)
In 2006, where did Canada rank in the world for population size?

	
	



14.
The appendix to this activity lists the countries ranked 1st, 2nd, 9th, 36th, 50th, 91st, 112th, 150th and 153rd in the world for population density (2006 data from the World Bank).


a)
In 2006, which two countries were the most densely populated?

	1.
	 
	
	2.
	



b)
Complete the following sentence:

	
	For a country’s population density to be high, the size of its population must be

	
	
	 in comparison to its
	
	.



15.
List the three North American countries (Canada, United States and Mexico) in descending order of population size and density. Write their ranks in the world for each of these statistics.

	Population size
(in descending order)
	Population density
(in descending order)

	Rank
	Country
	Rank
	Country

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



16.
Compare your answer to question 15 with your answer to question 6. Did you guess which country had the lowest population density? Explain your answer.
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



17.
Is the ranking for the various countries the same for population size and population density? Explain your answer, referring to Canada’s rankings.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



18.
In Canada, 80 percent of the population lives in cities. Which pattern of distribution does the population of Canada represent? Explain your answer.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


APPENDIX

	total population of varioUS countries in 2006 
according to the world bank

	Country
	Land area
(km2)
	Population
(thousands of people)

	Bangladesh
	133 910
	155 991

	Canada
	9 220 970
	32 649

	China
	9 560 000
	1 311 800

	France
	550 100
	61 256.6

	Iceland
	103 000
	301.8

	India
	2 973 190
	1 109 810

	Mexico
	1 908 690
	104 221

	Singapore
	610
	4 483.9

	United States
	9 166 600
	299 398

	Source: Université de Sherbrooke, Perspective Monde [website] (accessed November 21, 2009). [Translation]
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