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As you enter Bethell Hall for Advent, you will notice several changes in our 

worship space, from the color of the season (blue for Advent) to the 

arrangement of the space. Also, we have the addition of the Advent wreath, 

which will help us count down the weeks until Christmas Day. Advent is a new 

season of the church marking the start of a new church year, and a season where 

we are preparing our hearts and minds to receive the Christ child into our lives. 

The season invites us into hopeful anticipation as we welcome the incarnation. 

To mark this new season the space will be oriented in what the church has 

traditionally called “choir style seating”. This orientation helps highlight different 

aspects of the season and the importance of our church community as a whole. 

It will invoke new feelings within us and stir us to look at not only ourselves in a 

new light but also those with whom we worship. Worshiping in Bethell Hall has 

given us the unique opportunity to explore how our worship space and its 

arrangement can help enhance our experience within a particular season of the 

year. The short season of Advent is a perfect time to do this. 

 The flowers on the Bethell Hall Altar are given to the glory of God and  
in memory of my parents and my brother, by Virginia Phillips.  



 

 

 



 

1 

 

WELCOME 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP, P. 323 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

KYRIE   BCP, P. 324 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

The Lord be with you. 

  And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray.  

COLLECT FOR FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT BCP, P. 159 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 

LESSON:  Isaiah 2:1-5  

The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.   

  

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A 
 



 

2 

RESPONSE:  Psalm 122  (Please read responsively by whole verse.) BCP, P. 779 
1 I was glad when they said to me, * 

“Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

  2 Now our feet are standing * 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 

that is at unity with itself; 

  4 To which the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the LORD, * 

the assembly of Israel, 

to praise the Name of the LORD. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 

the thrones of the house of David. 

  6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 

“May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls * 

and quietness within your towers. 

  8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, * 

I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 

I will seek to do you good.” 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 24:36-44 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

SERMON:  The Rev. Chad McCall  
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(Please stand.) 

THE NICENE CREED BCP, P. 326 

  We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE BCP, P. 328 
Deacon or other leader 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 
divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, 
unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of 
thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 

  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Michael, our Presiding 
Bishop; Andy, Kai, Jeff, and Hector, our Bishops; and for Alinafe, Bishop of Southern Malawi, that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly 
administer thy holy Sacraments.  

  Lord, hear our prayer. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, 
with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.  

  Lord, hear our prayer. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and 
every land, especially Joe, our President; Greg, our Governor; and Steve, our Mayor, that they may 
be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.  

  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in 
thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 
bounty.  

  Lord, hear our prayer. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those for 
whom prayers have been requested through St. David’s and all those who, in this transitory life, are 
in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.  

  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Special intercessions may be offered at this time. 
We beseech thee to answer the prayers offered at this time.  
People are invited to offer their thanksgiving and petitions aloud or in silence. 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, 
especially [_______], beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to 
grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the blessed Virgin Mary, blessed David of Wales, 
and of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.  

  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate.  

  Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

  Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in thy will, 
and walk in thy ways, 
to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all 
those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

  And with thy spirit. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 1 BCP, P. 333 
The Lord be with you. 

  And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

  It is meet and right so to do. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, because thou didst send thy beloved Son 
to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall 
come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to 
behold his appearing. 
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Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 

thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst 
give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, 
by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and 
satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us 
to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for 
many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, 
with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us 
to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured 
unto us by the same. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread 
and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in 
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our 
sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who 
shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood 
of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with 
him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we 
beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning 
our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;  

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O 

Father Almighty, world without end.   AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Fraction Anthem 
  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

grant us thy peace. 

INVITATION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION   

Please form one line and proceed to the Altar, if you want to receive Communion or a blessing. Gluten-free wafers are 

available, by request. If you desire a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.  

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP, P. 339 
Let us pray. 

  Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 

these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards 

us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 

company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting 

kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, 

that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 

prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the 

Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

BLESSING 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you for ever.   Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
After the Dismissal, the People respond 

  Thanks be to God.  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 


