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 The flowers on the Bethell Hall Altar are given to the glory of God and  
in memory of my parents and my brother, by Virginia Phillips.  

As you enter Bethell Hall for Advent, you will notice several changes in our worship space, 

from the color of the season (blue for Advent) to the arrangement of the space. Also, we have 

the addition of the Advent wreath, which will help us count down the weeks until Christmas 

Day. Advent is a new season of the church marking the start of a new church year, and a 

season where we are preparing our hearts and minds to receive the Christ child into our lives. 

The season invites us into hopeful anticipation as we welcome the incarnation. To mark this 

new season the space will be oriented in what the church has traditionally called “choir style 

seating”. This orientation helps highlight different aspects of the season and the importance 

of our church community as a whole. It will invoke new feelings within us and stir us to look 

at not only ourselves in a new light but also those with whom we worship. Worshiping in 

Bethell Hall has given us the unique opportunity to explore how our worship space and its 

arrangement can help enhance our experience within a particular season of the year. The short 

season of Advent is a perfect time to do this. 
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PRELUDE:  Verset on ‘Veni redemptor gentium’ Samuel Scheidt 

Based on Hymn 55, the musical basis of this season’s service music. 

INTROIT 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; for none who look to you shall be put to shame. 

Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths: lead me in your truth and teach me. 

All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness  

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

My eyes are ever looking to the Lord, for he shall pluck my feet out of the net. 

Psalm 25.1–4,9,14 

WELCOME 

ENTRANCE HYMN 61  (Please stand and join in singing.) 
  “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us Wachet auf 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP, P. 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

(Please join in singing.) 

  KYRIE   Missa Veni redemptor; arr. Eric Mellenbruch 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A 



 
 

4 
 

The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Let us pray.  

COLLECT FOR FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT BCP, P. 211 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now 
in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that 
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 2:1-5  

The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.   

RESPONSE:   
Psalm 122  (Please sing the Refrain after the Cantor and at appointed times.) BCP, P. 779 

1 I was glad when they said to me, * 

“Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

2 Now our feet are standing * 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

  Refrain  

3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 

that is at unity with itself; 

4 To which the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the LORD, * 

the assembly of Israel, 

to praise the Name of the LORD. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 

the thrones of the house of David. 

  Refrain  

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 

“May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls * 

and quietness within your towers. 

  Refrain  
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8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, * 

I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 

I will seek to do you good.” 

  Refrain  

EPISTLE:  Romans 13:11-14 

The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.   

SEQUENCE HYMN 59  (Please stand and join in singing.) 
  Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding Merton 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 24:36-44 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

SERMON:  The Rev. Chad McCall 

(Please stand.) 

THE NICENE CREED BCP, P. 358 

  We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: FORM I S106 

Celebrant 
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of 

your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

  Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

  Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

  And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY 

Offertory Anthem:  A Vision of Peace Robert Nelson 

They shall beat their swords into plowshares, their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.  

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light, in the light of the Lord. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard with the kid, and a little child shall lead them. 

Isaiah 2.4b–5; 11.6 

Please stand as the ushers bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the Altar. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B BCP, P. 367 
The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin 
and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power 
and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

(The People remain standing.) 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

  We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with blessed David of Wales and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever.   AMEN. 
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As our Savior Christ taught us, we now sing, 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER    

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

  Fraction Anthem   Missa Veni redemptor; arr. Eric Mellenbruch 
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INVITATION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION   
Please form two lines in the center aisle and proceed to the Altar, if you want to receive Communion or a blessing. 

Gluten-free wafers are available, by request. If you desire a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. Please 

ask an usher if you need communion brought to you. 

Communion Anthem:  Ad te levavi Franz Xaver Witt 

Unto thee, O Lord, will I lift up my soul; my God, I have put my trust in thee: 
O let me not be confounded, neither let mine enemies triumph over me. 

For all they that hope in thee shall not be ashamed. 

Communion Hymn 53  (Please join in singing, while remaining seated.) 

  Once he came in blessing Gottes Sohn ist kommen 

(Please stand.) 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP, P. 365 
Let us pray. 

  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you for ever.   Amen. 

DISMISSAL HYMN 454  (Please join in singing.) 

  Jesus came, adored by angels Lowry 

DISMISSAL 
After the Dismissal, the People respond 

  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE:  Prelude on ‘Sleepers, wake’ J.G. Walther 
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‘ 

‘Our Father’ Music by McNeil Robinson II. © 1984 Theodore Presser Co. 
‘“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us’ Words tr. Carl P. Daw, Jr. © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. 

‘Lowry’ Music by Gerald Near. © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or 
stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-736817. All rights reserved. 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

   



 
 

 

 


