
Home Group Leader’s Notes  
Week of September 25, 2022 
2 Corinthians 7:2-16 
 
Sermon Series: A Transforming Journey 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
This chapter is a glimpse of a very personal interaction between the Corinthian church and the Apostle 
Paul. The study as home section is back and includes some background information that I hope is helpful.  
 
LOOKING BACK 
Have you ever had a time when you had to confront a friend in love? How did it turn out?  
Hopefully, someone will share an experience with a positive outcome.  
 
LET’S STUDY THE TRUTH FOUND IN THE BIBLE 
Paul’s relationship with the believers (church) in Corinth 

• Paul was an Apostle to the gentiles (non-Jews). His apostleship was a direct calling from the 
Lord, was confirmed by the other apostles, and was authenticated through years of apostolic 
teaching and actions. (cf. Acts and 2 Corinthians chapters 6, 11, 12) 

• The Apostle Paul shared the gospel with people in Corinth (Acts 18). They soon gathered as the 
church in Corinth.  

• Paul was their first and primary teacher. He was also joined by Silas and Timothy who helped 
establish the church (the local fellowship of believers).   

• Paul became their shepherd and was like a father to them. Even after he had trained up leaders 
(e.g. Apollos) and traveled on, he continued to pray for them, stay in contact, and send people 
to teach and encourage them.  

 
Paul’s visits and letters 
-Pauls’ first visit is found in Acts 18 where he was teaching in Corinth for 18 months. He then left to 
plant churches in other places. 
-After about four to five years, Paul heard about the Corinthian’s questions and troubles and wrote 
what we now call “1 Corinthians” 
-Later, Paul was informed by Timothy (his protégé) of challenges and troubles that had escalated 
within the church in Corinth. These troubles were caused by false apostle(s) that had come in from 
outside the city. They taught false view of Jesus, opposed Paul’s instruction and leadership, and altered 
the true gospel (that Paul taught them).   
-Paul made another visit, a “sorrowful” visit, to correct the troubles. However, his presence created a 
situation so painful that he left the city, and then wrote a letter that he asked Titus to deliver. This 
letter, not recorded in Scripture, is dubbed “the severe letter” or “letter of tears.”  
-In our chapter for this week, we hear the Corinthian church’s response to his “severe” letter and what 
this meant to Titus and Paul.   
 
Read 2 Corinthians 7:2-16, asking God to help you understand the passage. Consider the following questions.  
What is the tone and the big picture of this chapter?  
As you know, the tone is positive but includes both joy and tears.  
The big picture is explained below. But from the passage alone, we see that it is about a relationship 
between Paul and the Corinthian church. Paul believed it necessary to confront the church about their 
rejection or distrust of him and what he had taught them. He made a visit that didn’t go well and 



decided to send them a letter that he knew would cause them pain. His hope was that they would 
experience sorrow from God and restore their trust and friendship. Titus delivered the letter and 
brought back a very positive report to Paul.  
 
What was Paul most concerned about? (2-3, 7) 
Paul’s great concern was his ongoing relationship with them, expressed as having room in their hearts 
(open hearts). He was hoping for restored trust.  
 
Paul knew that what was happening in Corinth was unhealthy and causing a break in their relationship. 
He knew that people had come in from outside that were claiming to be apostles but were in fact 
pseudo-apostles. He knew that these people were false teachers, attempting to teach a different 
gospel. This stirred up dissention and opposition to Paul. What did Paul do? (How did he respond to 
their situation?) 
Rather than stay where things were contentious and unsolvable, Paul retreated to where he could 
write a thoughtful and prayerful letter.  
 
What was Paul feeling while waiting for the report from Titus? Why? What did he think and feel after 
hearing the report? (5-7) 
Paul was experiencing unrest, harassed, conflict, fears within.  
 
What was the purpose of Paul’s “tearful” letter? (8-13) 
Paul knew that the letter would probably produce sorrow and hoped that this would lead to 
reconciliation. He believed that this pain could become “sorrow of God” leading to repentance and 
salvation (rescue of the relationship). This is the gospel.  
 
The Scriptures reveal that there are different kinds of sorrow. Paul mentions a “sorrow of God.” (9-11) 
How does God intend to use this sorrow? (9)  
Sorrow that led to repentance and restoration of relationship with God and Paul.  
 
What were the seven effects of the “sorrow of God” in the Corinthian people? (11) See also Proverbs 27:6. 
11 See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear 
yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice 
done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter [having a clean slate.] 
 
v. 11 – Beneficial outcome of “sorrow according to God” (godly sorrow)  
See the seven outcomes:  

1) Earnestness of purpose (seriousness- seeing God’s purpose in it)  
2) Eagerness to clear themselves from blame 
3) Indignation at the scandalous action of the person who denigrated Paul 
4) Alarm over their behavior and its effects 
5) Affection for Paul or longing to see him 
6) Concern 
7) Readiness to see justice done. (Now put themselves in the right) 

 
 
From their response, what did Paul learn about his relationship with the believers in Corinth? (7, 11, 12) 
Throughout the passage,  

• They were longing to restore their relationship with Paul 
• They were obedient 



• They were repentant 
• They were earnest to be with Paul  

 
What did Titus feel and learn from their response? (13-15) 
What was Titus’s response to the their actions and why?  

• Happy 
• Titus’ spirit was refreshed. Pauls’ boasting of them was confirmed in Titus’ visit 
• Titus grew in affection for them.  

 
How had the Corinthians received and treated Titus?  

• Humbly (above)  
• Obedient 

 
How would you summarize the results of this interaction between Paul / Titus and the Corinthian church? 
The Corinthians opened their hearts to God who brought upon them “sorrow from God” which called 
them to repentance and an eager desire to restore the relationship with Paul and refreshment of their 
trust in him.  
 
 
DISCUSS TOGETHER 
What can we learn from this about how to handle difficult situations and challenges in our 
relationships? What do you like about how Paul and the Corinthians responded to each other?  
See above 
 
When is “godly sorrow” or “sorrow from God” the right response? What keeps us from experiencing 
“sorrow from God?” 
Our tendency is to pursue being right or getting our way. Rather, as we open our heart to God the 
relationship and focus on the glory of God, this should soften our hearts to God and one another.  
What keeps us from experiencing sorrow from God is pride, stubbornness, selfishness, wanting our 
way, etc.. When God’s family is in disharmony, disunity, and infighting, it should break our hearts that 
leads to openness to God and one another.  
 
What positive effects can come from experiencing “sorrow from God” or “godly sorrow?” (8-11a) What 
keeps this from happening in our lives?  
See questions and answers above.  
The positive benefits include … 

• Growth in our love for God and one another 
• Character growth (humility, wisdom) 
• Earnestness to reconcile  
• A healthy and growing family of God 
• God is glorified as others see our unity and love for one another 

 
PLEASE PRAY  

• For the many families who have lost loved ones recently 
• For Doug Baker and the Elders as they shepherd the Trinity Family 
• For the families who live in the neighborhoods around Micah House 

 
 


