
Home Group Leader’s Notes  
Week of September 18, 2022 
2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 
 
Sermon Series: A Transforming Journey 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hello Friends  
This week is a different format (again). Instead of asking people to study, I have provided you with a 
brief overview, one that you could read together. Last week included much self-evaluation. This week’s 
notes are focused on conversation / discussion about the corruption in the church of Corinth caused by 
adoption of the ways of the world.  
 
Here is a suggestion for the discussion:  

• SHARE: The opening question in “Was there a time when …” 
• Read the passage together, 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 
• Ask: What are the issues? What was troubling about the church?  
• Ask: What is Paul’s argument against being “yoked” with unbelievers?  

o Notice the words Paul used: “yoked, have in common, fellowship, harmony 
o Notice that Paul spoke of the temple of idols 

• Ask: How would you summarize what God said in vs. 16-18?  
• Ask: What was Paul’s conclusion and command in 7:1?  
• READ TOGETHER the summary below 
• DISCUSS TOGETHER the questions. You may want to pick just one or two.  

Grace to you,  
Steve 
 
WAS THERE A TIME WHEN . . .?  
You knew that you had to make a break with a practice in your life? How did you?  
 
READ 2 CORINTHIANS 6:14-7:1 
For this week’s passage, we need to see the big picture behind the call to lifestyle change.  The author, 
Paul, begins with a command: “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.” (14) What does that 
mean? We know that we are to reach out to all people, including unbelievers, and serve them in love. 
Here, Paul was addressing a historical situation that he knew was happening. In short, these Corinthian 
believers were continuing to engage in some of the pagan practices of Corinth. These could have 
included such things as sharing in practices at idol-shrines, celebrating festivals dedicated to pagan 
gods, participating in membership of pagan cults, and connecting in unhealthy relationships with 
people following local religious rites. In summary, they were participating in the idolatries of their day.  
 
Paul then gave reasons why they should no longer participate or partner with them: they had received 
God’s grace (6:1), they were included in the righteousness and light of Christ (6:14), they belonged to 
Christ and not the devil (6:15). Therefore, they had nothing in common with the beliefs, values or 
lifestyle of those unbelievers. Why were they still engaging with them? Indeed, they were temple of 



God, the place where God dwells. As such, they should have nothing to do with the pagan temples or 
practice. God was indwelling them; they were God’s people (6:16).  
 
Paul called them to separate from an alliance with and the practices of the people who were following 
the idolatries of Corinth. (6:17) Instead, they were to live as God’s family, as God’s sons and daughters. 
Now that they had received His grace, they were children of the one and only Lord Almighty (6:18).  
 
Knowing that this family relationship was what God had promised them, they were to completely 
purify themselves (cleanse themselves) of everything that brings contamination (defilement) to body 
and spirit (outward and inward), to bring to completion their holiness; there were to be fully devoted 
to God and become like Him.  
 
 
HOW DOES PAUL’S MESSAGE RELATE TO US?  
If I am a believer in Jesus, if I have received the grace of God, then I am called to a new life that is 
avoiding the unhealthy practices of the world. Perhaps the unhealthy practices in our world are 
different in form from those of Corinth, but they may have the same roots. Here are a few examples:  

• The people of Corinth practiced idolatry. This means that they looked to something or someone 
other than God for their security, fulfillment, or happiness. They made up “gods” of fertility – 
someone who would make their bodies or their crops fertile. They had gods of war – those who 
would go out to battle for them to provide security. These gods and practices occupied their 
thoughts, feelings, and beliefs.  

• The people of Corinth practiced immorality. Their beliefs involved immoral practices. These 
were often sexual and or sacrificial.  

• The people of Corinth built social structures around their pagan beliefs. People belonged to 
groups that were founded on false teaching or promoted unhealthy practices.  

 
DISCUSS TOGETHER 

1) Are we so different today? Have we allowed the idolatries of the world into our lives? If so, 
what are they? (Idolatry = to something or someone other than God for security, fulfillment or 
happiness.) What does Paul say we should do? Why? 

 
2) Are we allowing the world to influence us with immoral practices? How are these influencing 

our practices? What are we allowing into our homes?  What does Paul say we should do? Why? 
 

3) Are their unhealthy social structures that we participate in? What does Paul say we should do? 
Why? 

 
PRAYER NEEDS 
Prayer is trusting God to work in our lives and our world. As you pray together, please consider praying 
for these needs:  

• For children, youth, and parents that you know are raising them to know Christ 
• For government leaders who are giving direction to our nation 
• For Micah House ministry to see more people become team members 

 


