
Home Group Leader’s Notes  
Week of January 8, 2023 
2 Peter 1:1-11 
 
Sermon Series: The Life We’ve Always Wanted 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hello Shepherds,  
This new series will follow our Core Values but with a twist. More than explain each value, they will be 
instruction in how to live it out together. However, this week is about the BIG picture of  what God has 
given us to enable us to live out the calling we have received. That is, what has God given us and what 
efforts are needed to participate.  
 
OPENING CONVERSATION 
I plan to ask people in my group, “What was the significant moment in your holidays? What there a 
time when your heart was moved?” 
 
WHAT COMES TO MIND?  
The title of this series assumes that we all have desires for our lives. What comes to mind for you? 
What is the life that you have always wanted?  
Good time to listen and affirm each other 
 
LEARNING FROM GOD’S WORD 
In this series, we will be exploring seven core values shared by all who follow Jesus. Each week, we will 
explore how these values are taught in the Word and discuss how they can be carried out in our lives. 
For this week, we will look at 2 Peter 1:1-11. Let’s pray and dig in.  
 
The Apostle Peter wrote the letter we call “2 Peter” late in his life, just prior to being executed in 
Rome. Read 2 Peter 1:1-11 and consider the following questions.  
There is an amazing string of blessings from God in verses 1-4. List them below.  
This passage is loaded. God has blessed us with … 
a faith in Jesus, our righteous Savior 
everything we need for life and godliness (or godly life)  
grace and peace 
great and precious promises 
Etc.  
 
 
How did we come into these blessings? (1-4) 
Notice the “by” and “through” statements.  

• “through the righteousness of God” we received 
• “through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord” 
• through His divine power 
• through our knowledge of Him {this means ‘full knowledge’ including relational)  
• through them (the promises)  

 
 
 



 
What does God desire that we participate in?  What do you think this means? (4)  
“through them you may participate in the divine nature”  
We begin to think and act like God’s nature instead of like the world with evil desires.  
 
What efforts are we to make? (5-7) 
Yes, there is effort on our part. We are to “make every effort to add” to our faith Goodness, etc.  
 
What is the result of the efforts in vs. 8-9?  
These “qualities” will keep us from being ineffective and unproductive in our knowledge.” This is a real 
danger in America where we have an abundance of information that can become knowledge. But this 
knowledge is to be paired with our efforts to become like Jesus in nature.  
 
What are the final results of all of our efforts? (11) 
This is an amazing promise. The final result is a “rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.” 
 
DISCUSS TOGETHER 
When you see Peter’s list of blessings, how does this affect you? Your feelings, passions, confidence? 
(1-4, 10-11) 
Give time to share. People will offer up quick thoughts. Let’s allow the Spirit of God time to work.  
 
Since God has invited us into the fellowship of His community, how might this affect our pursuit of 
community with one another? (4) 
As we draw closer to God and begin to participate in His nature, we will also pursue the reason for 
which He created us, i.e., to live forever together. This should reveal to us the full importance of 
fellowship / relationships in God’s family. This is why God made us.  
 
Does this sound like “the life that we’ve always wanted?” Why or why not?  
Another opinion question. Please allow time for response.  
 
 
PRAY TOGETHER 

• Please pray for our upcoming season of love in the church family  
• Please pray for us and our search team as we trust God to provide a Lead Pastor 
• Please pray for our volunteers in Kids and Student ministries 

 
 
May our Father bless your hearts with His very great promises, 
Steve 
 
 


