
Home Group Leader’s Notes  
Week of November 20, 2022 
2 Corinthians 13 
 
Sermon Series: A Transforming Journey 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
In this final chapter, Paul got very specific about his expectations of the Corinthian church. We see that 
God has high expectations of God’s people. Because some people in this church had been acting 
unbecoming of a believer, Paul includes a challenge to “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in 
the faith.” I am praying for this week’s message and meetings – this is a serious challenge to those in 
our own church.   
 
ANTICIPATION 
Have you had an experience of knowing that someone was coming and that he/she had high 
expectations of you? What did you feel?  
This reminds me of being in the military, of being tested in school, and even of when I preach.  
 
STUDY THE BIBLE, GOD’S WORD 
In this final chapter, Paul promised an upcoming trip to Corinth and his expectations of them. Read  
2 Corinthians 13 and consider the following questions.  
What is the tone of Paul’s message about his upcoming visit? What actions does he say he might need  
to take?  
Paul begins with a serious warning. It is a feeling of being on trial. (2)  
He indicated that he might need to discipline them (as he did in 1 Corinthians).  
 
Paul referred to their accusation that he was “weak”. What points did he makes about “weakness”? 
What were his examples? How was this connected with his life and leadership? 
Paul described himself as meek and gentle in 10:1. They saw this as “weak.” However, Paul gladly 
described himself as weak. This meant that he was following Jesus example including his example on the 
cross. Weak means that he was living dependent on and fully trusting in God instead of his own power.  
 
Verse five is one of many calls for self-examination. What is the essence of his command?  
To examine and test oneself to see if you are really in the faith. (See below)  
 
What does the New Testament say is evidence that one is “in the faith”?  
I hope we will take this seriously. The Scriptures are full of indicators to know is one is truly in the faith. 
Salvation, eternal life are at stake. Let’s be sure to read these Scriptures (and others?) and think of 
ourselves and the people in our world. Who can we pray for? Who can we encourage?  
o 1 John 2:3-5, 29 
o 1 John 3:14-19; 4:8 
o 1 John 4:13-16 
o Matthew 3:8; Luke 3:8; 2 Corinthians 7:10 
o Galatians 5:22-23 
o John 5:5-6, 16 
o Luke 9:22-24  



 
What expectations does Paul have of the Corinthian church in verses 7-10?  
Paul expected them to change their ways. First, that they would line up behind his leadership. Second, 
that they would stop their divisions and bickering. Third, that they would live moral and upright lives.  
 
What does Paul hope will occur in the church? (9-10)  
That they will head into restoration (perfection) and grow in their faith, love, and obedience. 
 
What was Paul reluctant but willing to do if the church did not repent? (2, 10)   
He would use his God given authority even if it meant that he had to be harsh.  
 
Verse 11 sums up Paul’s aspirations for them. How do these actions represent the character of God in 
verse 12?  
He wanted them to aim for restoration, unity, peace. These flow from the character of God.  
 
Paul closed with a blessing for the church through each member of the Trinity. How is each of these 
connected with Paul’s desire for the church?  
“Grace” was a theme throughout the letter. Paul emphasized that we live by the grace of God  
(cf. 4:15; 12:9) 
“Love” was what was missing in their hearts, both for him and for one another.  
“Fellowship” was lacking because of their disunity and strife.  
 
DISCUSS TOGETHER 
Does this chapter feel like ‘love’ to you? Why or why not?  
Looking for opinions and understanding of love 
 
Do you think that 13:4 is a model for all of us to follow?  
I believe this should be a life verse for all of us.  
 
How have you seen the character of God in this chapter and throughout the whole letter?  
I hope this is a time of helpful reflection.  
 
PRAYER NEEDS 

• Please pray about how we can follow Advent Conspiracy in our hearts and minds 
• Please pray for our Global Partners who are away from family during this season 
• Please pray for our Young Adults fellowship as they grow together 

 
GRACE TO YOU ALL, STEVE 
 


