
Home Group Leader’s Notes  
Week of November 13, 2022 
2 Corinthians 12:11-21 
 
Sermon Series: A Transforming Journey 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
This is a very different passage. Paul is sort of summarizing what he has said before, but with more 
force. He is confronting and challenging the people and asking them to be prepared for his next visit.   
 
THAT’S SO HARD 
Have you ever had to confront a friend? What happened? What were your motives? How did they 
respond? Was it helpful? How did you decide what to do?  
Most of us hate confronting or being confronted. But this passage has a feel of confrontation.  
 
LEARNING FROM THE BIBLE, GOD’S WORD 
Paul, the author and apostle, loved the people of Corinth and knew that they were in a precarious 
place. False teachers and imposers had infiltrated their church. They were teaching a false gospel and 
claiming superiority over Paul. Much of this letter is aimed at restoring Paul’s relationship and role as 
an apostle and teacher. Read through 2 Corinthians 12:11-21 and consider the following questions.  
 
What do we learn about Paul’s motives? Why is writing this? (11-19) 
While Paul is challenging them, he also reveals his motives and purposes. He says ‘why’ he will not be a 
financial burden to them, that he would gladly spend everything on them, that he loves them, and that 
his aim is their strengthening.  
 
Paul wrote that “the signs of a true apostle were performed among you.” From the following, what 
were some of the signs? (12) These passages are helpful. What they don’t express is what we saw in 
chapter eleven. That is, that every Apostle was expected to suffer for Christ. (By the way, so are we!) 

• 2 Corinthians 1:12 
• 2 Corinthians 4:2 
• Romans 15:18-19a 
• 1 Thessalonians 1:5   

 
Besides the issue of false teachers, what was grieving Paul about their behavior?  
see vs 20-21 
 
 
Paul makes it clear that he would not accept their financial support at his next visit. Why do you think 
he did that? What explanation did he offer? What would it have changed if he had been supported by 
or even dependent on them? 
 
This is helpful to understand Paul’s thinking. (13-18) 
 
What does Paul say that he “fears” was true or might happen?  
19-21 
 
 



Paul was preparing them for is next visit. What were his concerns? What did he seek of them?  
What does Paul want for or from the church in Corinth?  
 
 
HOW DOES THIS APPLY TO MY LIFE? 
Sometimes, people speak into our lives. It might be a warning, a suggestion, or a rebuke. How can you 
tell when to listen and follow their advice?  
There is also a flipside. Sometimes we will speak into other people’s lives. What should we do to 
examine ourselves before we speak?  
Lastly, is there anyone in your world to whom the Lord is asking you to express a concern?  
 
DISCUSS TOGETHER 
What did we learn about Paul’s motives and reasons why he spoke into their lives? Should this be true 
in our own lives? Why?  
Love, strengthening, avoiding pitfalls (e.g. false teaching), maturity, repenting of sin, care for their well 
being, their witness to the world, etc.  
 
I believe there are friends and churches all around us that have drifted away from the clear teachings 
of the Word of God. Some are teaching a different Jesus, a different Spirit, and a different gospel 
(11:4). What is our responsibility?  Why?  
Good discussion needed.  
 
Sometimes we will speak into other people’s lives. What should we do to examine ourselves before we 
speak? Is this love?  
Pray, examine ourselves, seek the wisdom and direction of the Holy Spirit, consult with someone you 
trust.  
 
PLEASE PRAY 

• For our local partners in ministry: Pregnancy and Family Resource Center, Micah House, Inherit 
the Earth 

• For International Friendship Connection (IFC) building relationship with people from around the 
world 

• For the hurting people around the world and the followers of Jesus who are endeavoring to 
give aid (e.g.Ukraine, Samaritans Purse) 

 


