
Home Group Leader’s Notes  
Week of October 30, 2022 
2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
 
Sermon Series: A Transforming Journey 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
STARTERS 
When you were growing up, who showed you favor? What made you feel that?  
The focus this week will be on declaring “weakness” and turning to God for His favor and power. So 
this “Starter” is to help them think about God’s favor.  
 
STUDY GOD’S WORD, THE BIBLE 
In 2 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul is concerned for the people in Corinth because they have come 
under the influence of false teachers. These “false apostles” were boasting of their work and visions, 
and teaching a false gospel. In chapters 10-12, Paul makes it clear that he is a true Apostle of Christ and 
includes some of his credentials. Read 12:1-10 and consider the following questions that may help you 
unpack what Paul wrote.  
 
Paul was reluctantly “boasting” (talking about himself) because this was what the false apostles had 
been doing among the church in Corinth. What did Paul “boast” about in 11:21-29? What did he prefer 
to boast about? (11:30; 12:9) 
Paul boasted about how he had suffered in His ministry for Christ. He preferred to boast about his 
“weaknesses,” how God had shown up in power in times when Paul was weak (frail, unable).  
 
The false apostles were impressing the church in Corinth with “visions and revelations.” So, Paul spoke 
of one of his “visions and revelations.” (He has six others in other Scriptures.) Write down the essence 
of Paul’s vision. What happened? When? Where? (1-4) 
Paul went into heaven/paradise with God. He didn’t know how, but he knew that he was there.  
This happened 14 years earlier, but he hadn’t shared it.  
 
What did Paul reveal from his visions and revelations? (4) Why?  
He didn’t reveal anything he saw or heard. It was both inexpressible and forbidden to share. But it was 
“surpassingly great” (7) 
 
What did Paul say/do in order to not give himself credit for the visions and revelations? (2-4) 
He would not identify it as himself 
It was “from the Lord”  
He was “caught up” – he didn’t get there on his own 
He didn’t know if it was in or out of the body – only God knows 
 
Paul continued his reluctance to boast about himself. What points does he make about boasting? What 
does he want the people in Corinth to use as their evaluation of himself? (5-7) 
He would only boast of something God does. So he would boast about weaknesses because that is 
when he sees God work.  
Paul does not want the people of Corinth to be impressed by his visions and revelations, Instead, he 
wants them to evaluate him based on what he does or says. (6) 
 
 



How did Paul describe the revelations? What was God’s concerned would happen to Paul because of 
them? (7) 
“surpassingly great revelations”  
God didn’t want Paul to become self-exalted / conceited.  
 
What did God do to prevent this from happening? What part did God and others play? (7) 
God authorized Satan to send a messenger with a thorn. This was painful in some way. It probably 
inhibited or limited Paul. It may have been noticeable to others.  
 
What was Paul’s response? Was this appropriate? (8) 
Paul pled with the Lord to remove the thorn.  
Like the Lord Jesus at Gethsemane, Paul asked the Lord three times to end his suffering. 
We should always take our suffering first to the Lord and expect Him to answer.  
 
What was God’s answer to Paul’s plea? What do you think this means? (9) 
My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. 
God promised to endow Paul with His favor, His grace AND to empower Paul to be and do what he was 
too weak to do. In short, God was going to do more than just relieve his pain; He was going to work 
powerfully in his situation.  
 
Knowing God’s plan and promise was why Paul was “gladly” willing to boast about his weaknesses. 
How did he feel about these? (9-10) 
(Just so you know, I’m a bit confused by my own question!) As long as Paul knew that God’s power would 
“rest on” him, this was enough. He would gladly boast and engage in ministry that could be painful.   
 
How does Paul describe the “weaknesses” he has encountered in his ministry? (10) 
insults, hardships, persecutions, difficulties/calamities. All of these were things that made Paul weak. 
But he knew that God would give him the power he needed.  
 
WHAT IS GOD TEACHING YOU?  
This passage reveals the way to live in God’s grace and power. Do you sense the grace and power of 
God in your life? Are you able to humble yourself and trust in God’s power? Is there a thorn that you 
think is holding you back? Have you asked the Lord to help you with it? 
These are all questions for self-evaluation. I need to regularly examine myself to see if I am trusting 
God to go beyond my own ability. To do this, I need to declare my weakness – my inability – and trust 
God to give me His grace and power.  
 
DISCUSS TOGETHER 
What did you think and feel as you read and study this passage?  
This is not an easy passage to project on to our own lives. We so elevate Paul (rightly so) that we could 
easily dismiss Paul’s lesson as something that we should emulate.  
 
God’s dealings and promises to Paul are foreign to the world. How do you understand what the Lord said 
to Paul (and us) about the Lord’s ways? What is required of us? (7-9) (See also James 4:8; 1 Peter 5:5) 
Humility is the starting point to turn to God or serve God. The Lord gives grace and power to the 
humble person. This is not understood until we first repent. So the world will not understand this.  
 
 
 



Why would Paul say that he boasted in weaknesses? What can we learn from this?   
First, Paul didn’t want to boast. When he did, it was about what God had accomplished that was 
beyond human ability. He works when we declare our dependence, our submission to Him.  
 
 
PLEASE PRAY 

• For your global partners 
• For the Elders as they meet Saturday to pray and plan 
• For supply of servants needed in Kid’s church, Middle School, High School, Micah House 

 
May our Father bring you grace and wisdom as you shepherd His family.  
Steve 
 


