
Home Group Leader’s Notes  
Week of October 23, 2022 
2 Corinthians 11 
 
Sermon Series: A Transforming Journey 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHY IS THAT?  
In our culture, there are many subjects that are ‘taboo’ for conversation. One of them is suffering. Why 
might that be true?  
As Americans, we do whatever we can to avoid suffering. This includes conversation.  
 
LEARN FROM GOD’S WORD, THE BIBLE 
This chapter describes why Paul was concerned about the church in Corinth. Though he hates to 
“boast” about his own credentials, he decided he must to keep them from being led astray.  
Read through 2 Corinthians 11 and consider the following questions.  
 
What were Paul’s concerns for the church at Corinth? What was happening to them? (1-4) 
False teachers/ false apostles were leading them astray from pure devotion to Christ. They were 
preaching a different Jesus and a different gospel. Nothing could have been more detrimental to them.  
 
What reasons did Paul list as to why some people might have considered him inferior? (5-11) 

• His speaking ability appeared untrained 
• He did not elevate himself as some did 
• He didn’t expect them to pay for his work or expenses of living 
• He didn’t pressure them as some who were more commanding 

 
How did Paul respond to their “criticisms?” (5-11) 

• His speaking ability appeared untrained, BUT, he did have knowledge from Christ 
• He did not elevate himself as some did, BUT he was a true apostle and teacher 
• He didn’t expect them to pay for his work or expenses of living BECAUSE other churches were 

supporting him so that he could focus on serving them and to not burden them 
• He didn’t pressure them as some who were more commanding BECAUSE His desire was to be 

full of love and to be meek and humble (10:1) as was the Lord Jesus.  
 
Why was Paul so concerned about the new influences? How did he describe them?  
 They were looking to be equal to Paul and other apostles 
 They were false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as servants of righteousness 

 
Paul did some “boasting” because he was being compared to the “false apostles.” The list of his 
suffering is long. How does he introduce his list? (16-21) Why would this be important? What has he 
already said to assure them of his motives? (11) 
He has already expressed desire to help them understand Christ and the gospel correctly, that he loves 
them (v. 11), and that he sees them being led astray.  
 
He introduces his list with a comment that he is reluctant to boast because it is without purpose and 
makes him seem foolish. But, because these false apostles are demanding credentials and exploiting 
them, Paul is willing to present his credentials, even though it feels like boasting.  



 
The list of Paul’s credentials and sufferings is astounding. How would you categorize them? What was 
significant about Paul’s attitude toward his suffering?   
LINEAGE: Paul was a Hebrew, an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham. He is not disregarding the history 
and election of the Jews.  
 
SERVITUDE: Paul describes himself as a servant of Christ and a willingness to do whatever is needed to 
help others follow Jesus.  
 
SUFFERING: hard work, in prison, etc.  
 
CONSTANT PRESSURE AND WITHOUT SECURITY: Constantly on the move and in danger. 
 
SACRIFICE: He went without food, water, sleep, comfort, etc.  
 
BURDEN: Paul felt a constant burden and concern for the people of God in the churches he planted and 
served 
 
Of all the things (like miracles) that Paul could have boasted about, why might he have listed how he 
had suffered? What did that reveal about his credentials?  
His suffering reveals his devotion to Christ, his devotion to God’s people, and his commitment to his 
calling as an apostle.  
 
How does Paul conclude his feelings about boasting? (30-33) 
Paul preferred to boast of his constant need for God and His power. He did not want to boast of his 
abilities or himself in any way. He knew that the only reason he could do what he did was in God’s 
power. 
 
APPLY IT THIS WEEK 
What do you feel as you consider Paul’s list of what he suffered for his devotion to Christ?  
What has God asked you to suffer?  
What motivates in you a willingness to sacrifice, to endure, to live without the comforts and 
conveniences of this world?  
 
 
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO US?  
This is a very unusual chapter in the Bible. What statement or phrase stood out to you in this week’s 
passage?  
This is worth exploring. Perhaps you could take time in your gathering to reread the passage and ask 
this question.  
 
The Apostle Paul’s calling included a prophecy that he would suffer. In this chapter, we see a list of 
suffering for Christ unlike anyone else. What do you feel as you see his list?  
I feel that what I suffer is very little in comparison. But I also feel that this inspires me to sacrifice 
myself out of devotion to Christ and to God’s mission. 
 
 



Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 
Me.” Paul revealed his list of suffering as evidence of his “pure devotion to Christ.”  What can we learn 
from Paul? What are we willing to deny or suffer for Christ?   
To deny myself requires of me to stay focused on Jesus, His mission, and His people. Where and how 
we live is a giant distraction from this pure devotion. We are like everyone else in this world. God has 
given us time, talent, and treasures to invest in His kingdom. In addition, the Holy Spirit often leads us 
to give up our worldly wishes and comforts and sacrifice ourselves to Him, to His work, and to His ways 
(self-denial).  
 
PRAYER NEEDS 

• Please pray for the children and leaders preparing for the musical, that they would grow in their 
faith and proclaim Christ 

• Please pray for our faith and devotion to Christ as we celebrate Missions Sunday  
• Please pray for us as we listen, love, and serve the people in our world, asking God to open a 

door for the good news of Jesus 
 
This is a heavy but needed chapter in our lives. I pray for you as you listen, encourage, and model 
“pure devotion to Christ.”  
 
Steve 
 


