
Home Group Leader’s Notes  
Week of October 2, 2022 
2 Corinthians 8:1-24 
 
Sermon Series: A Transforming Journey 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
LET’S LEARN FROM THE SCRIPTURES 
Last week, we read that Paul, the writer, and the church in Corinth were restored in their relationship. 
Paul and his friends were overjoyed. In this chapter, Paul addressed the members of the church to 
consider another matter. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-24.  
 
What was Paul asking of the Corinthian church? (1-7) (The “needs” were the poor in Jerusalem) 
He was asking them to complete their commitment to the poor in Jerusalem. Apparently, they had 
started putting together a fund but stopped when the false apostles came into their church.  
 
Why were the churches of Macedonia (Philippi, Berea, Thessalonica) a good example to follow? What 
had they done and why?  (1-5) (It is helpful to list the reasons)  

• They gave according to the grace that they received from God 
• They considered it a joy to give 
• They were extremely poor and yet generous, giving beyond their ability 
• They requested the opportunity to give 
• They sought the Lord for what to give 

 
The word “grace” is used numerous times in this chapter. What is significant about this? (1,6,7,9) 
Grace giving means that they were responding to the grace of God. It was not according to a command 
or a law. Rather, as God had given to them, they were giving.  
 
What other reasons did Paul share as to why he was now encouraging them to give? (6-8)  

• They were continuing the giving process that they began earlier. 
• They had excelled in other matters – faith, speech, knowledge, earnestness (see chapter 7) 
• They were loved by Paul, Titus, etc.  
• This was to be an act of their sincere love 

 
How did Paul connect this to “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ?”  
As the Lord Jesus Christ gave out of His grace, we are to respond in kind. Jesus sacrificial love is the 
standard; His grace is our model. He gave everything so that we might inherit eternal life.  
 
What “advice” did Paul give to them about giving? (10-12) 
Paul wanted them to give because they were willing and eager to give, not because of compulsion or 
law. He also wanted them to give according to their means.  
 
 
 



What was Paul’s principle about “equality” and “needs?” (13-15) How is this connected with “manna” 
from Exodus 16:18? 
Throughout their journey, God provided manna. Each was to collect only what was needed, trusting 
that God would provide them the next day and thereafter. Everyone was on an equal basis – no one 
was allowed to store up more than their need for that day.  
 
How did Paul expect them to receive Paul and his companions when they came for the collection? 
Why?  

• Believing that these men were doing what was right to do in the eyes of the Lord 
• With respect, knowing that each of them were coming with the recommendation of Paul and 

the churches 
• With the kindness and love 

 
DISCUSS TOGETHER 
Why is the concept of “grace” woven throughout Paul’s appeal to give? (See 1,6,7,9)  
As discussed above, the grace of God is our new standard of giving (v.7 - “excel in this grace of giving”). 
We are no longer under the law. God wants us to respond to Him, to what Jesus has done for us.  
 
What principles of giving can we learn from this passage?  
What we teach at Trinity Church comes primarily from this passage.  

• We are to seek God first 
• Give joyfully 
• Give generously 
• Give in faith 
• Give proportionally to how God has enabled or beyond 
• Give out of love for others and God’s kingdom 

 
What do we learn about God in this passage?  
I think this passage teaches us much about God, His character, His love, His ways, and His expectations. 
He wants us to respond to Him personally – not to law or compulsion. Rather, He wants us to trust Him 
for our needs and for how God is working in the world. God is a giver and wants us to learn to be like 
Him in all ways. (So much more could be said.)  
 
May the grace of our Lord keep you growing in your love for Him and His family.  
Steve 
 


