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... where love leads community

Regional Assembly, May 20-21, 2022!Regional Assembly, May 20-21, 2022!
Regional Assembly for Grown-ups AND KIDS! 
A day for conversation, worship, workshops! The 
theme is “Recalculating,” like your navigation 
system will do… Haven’t we done sooooo much 
of that through the pandemic?! We’ll explore that 
theme in the context of church. And there’s a full 
Saturday of great kids’ programming, including 
worship, music, crafts, service, and play. (See 
attachment or contact Pastor Michelle for more 
info.) Click here to register.
Here’s a look at the Friday - Saturday schedule:

Friday, May 20 
7:00 pm Music in the Sanctuary
7:30 pm  Worship with Vy Nguyen, 
  Executive Director of Week  
  of Compassion

Saturday, May 21 
8:00 am  Coffee & Continental Breakfast
8:30 am Morning Session with Dean Phelps,  
  Musician, Technology in Church  
  Expert and member of the Office of  
  General Minister Staff
9:30 am Future of our Regional Church
10:50 am Workshops
12:15 pm Lunch
1:15 pm Workshops
2:30 pm Business of the Regional    
  Church
3:30 pm Closing Worship with    
  Blanca Puma,  
  Executive Director of  
  FEDICE Ecuador
4:30 pm Benediction

Photos courtesy of  The Christian Church in Oregon  
& SW Idaho - past Regional Assemblies

Saturday, May 21 - For the Kids
Morning session optional for preschool age 3+
8:30 am - 4:30 pm  
 Nursery Care: Infant to kindergarten 
 Children’s Ministry Program: K-5th Grade

2022 Mission Project
Each time we gather for Regional Assembly, we 
hope to support outreach beyond ourselves. This 
year we are asking participants to bring or send 
items on this list, no later than Saturday morning 
before the worship time. Hygiene kits will be 
built during workshop time by youth and others 
interested. For complete details and to download 
or view the Hygiene List, click here.

https://www.oidisciples.org/regional-assembly-2022
https://www.oidisciples.org/_files/ugd/0cb219_ec3d30a0a612442bb9a07c6aa7ff52e6.pdf
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Sharing Faith  
by Dr. James R. Brooks, Senior Minister

… where love leads community

Where do you see God 
in your mental health 
journey?

May includes observations 
of Mental Health Month.

Our church-related 
ministry, National 
Benevolent Association’s 
(NBA) Mental Health and 
Wellness Initiative takes 
a collaborative approach that is rooted in: a 
sound and liberating theological understanding 
of mental health and wellness; effective and 
practical strategies for spiritual coping practices; 
accessible and clinically-informed education and 
resources. Visit: www.nbacares.org

NBA posed the question: “Where do you see God 
in your mental health journey?”

Mental health and wellness is a complex matter.  
The stereotypes and misinformation too often 
encourage us to experience mental health in 
isolation. Even in a group of family or friends, it 
seems more comfortable to discuss our physical 
wellness than our mental wellness.  

For me, the question posed by NBA is liberating.  
The query reminds me of the One who journeys 
with us always. I know God is steadfast in love 
for us.

This Sunday’s sermon is grown from Genesis 
1:26-28. At this point in my sermon research and 
preparation, I am pondering this telling of our 
creation in conversation with the question of 
God’s place in our mental health journey.

I ponder where do we see our faith community 
in our mental health journey? Each of us has 
mental health. Has our faith community helped 
or hindered our journey? 

Our family will be in Georgia this week to 
celebrate a college graduation. I look forward to 
worship with you on Sunday. If you would share, 
email me this week where you see God in your 
mental health journey. (jamesb@salemfcc.org)

CHECK IT OUT!
As librarian and as a helper in Children’s 
Ministry at SFCC, I am blessed each week by 
knowing the wonder of children as they learn 

about God’s 
creation and 
God’s Word 
through books 
and through 
Sunday school 
experiences. 
This week the 
two melded 
together in a 
beautiful way.

A new 
acquisition in 

the FCC children’s library, 
“Wonder Awaits,” shows, 
in picture and captions, 
children experiencing the 
wonder of God’s world. 
At almost the same time 
I was adding this book to 
the library, I was walking 
down the church hallway 
by the Children’s Ministry 

bulletin board and spied this amazing picture of 
Henry Hoopingarner. Wow! I stopped and stared 
at the expression of wonder on Henry’s face as 
he experienced a sand dollar during a Sunday 
School lesson. This picture could have been on 
the cover of the book “Wonder Awaits.” What a 
joy to see this kind of wonder as children learn 
about God at SFCC.  

You can join in that wonder:

• Check out a book from SFCC children’s 
library downstairs between rooms 110 and 
112 and read it to a child. 

• See Betty Charnholm about helping in the 
library ministry. 

• See Pastor Michelle about helping in the 
children’s ministry.  

“Wonder Awaits” for you!

Librarian Betty   
Ministry of the Books – For God’s Glory

https://www.nbacares.org/
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Birthdays for May 11-24
Amanda Simmons ....................................May 12
Zander Babiarz ........................................May 13
Kaiden Harris-Gloyer ...............................May 14
Bruce Palmer ...........................................May 15
Vern Wolford ...........................................May 18
Billy Strehlow ..........................................May 19
Doug Wilson ............................................May 19
Bill Charnholm ........................................ May 20
Neva Clausen .......................................... May 20
Betty Larsen............................................ May 20
Pat Salas ................................................. May 20
Warren Wolski ........................................ May 20
Steve Fine ................................................May 21
Stanley Rux ............................................. May 24

Condolences

Elton Brutscher passed away on April 25 at the 
age of 103. Our prayers and sympathies go out to 
Barb (daughter) and Jeff Leisman; Steven and  
Talana (son) Brutscher; five grandchildren; 
and the rest of Elton’s family. The family held a 
graveside service.

Prayers for...
Bob Adams, stage 4 cancer
Bev Lamont, healing from sepsis
Monique Ownby, relief from neck pain

Attendance

May 1 in-person online
8:30 ......................14
9:30 ......................32 .................... 93
11:00 .....................100 .................. 117
May 8 in-person online
8:30 ...................... 19
9:30 ...................... 31 ..................... 66
11:00 ..................... 105 .................. 84

Identifiable Offerings total for the month 
of May is $31,862.

Sunday, May 1st, we celebrated Geonyul Byeon  
as he completed is graduate studies at  

Claremont School of Theology. 

Flower Calendar

Please consider sharing your 
celebrations and memories  
with the congregation by  
providing Sanctuary flowers  
for Sunday worship. The  
calendar is posted on the  
bulletin board by the  
church office.  ~ Thank you.



Volume 80   Issue 10  Page 4

The Board met on April 24th, 2022. We received 
positive reports from our ministry team leaders 
and our ministers. We celebrated a successful 
Lenten season and were especially happy with 
our wonderful Maundy Thursday and Easter 
services. 
Much of the time was devoted to discussing our 
financial situation. Currently, our general fund 
operating expenses are exceeding our giving. We 
started the year on a positive note with record 
numbers of pledge cards turned in. However, 
our giving is falling behind what was pledged. 
Because of this, the Board authorized the 
borrowing of $55,000 from the Estate Gift use 
funds to meet operating expenses. This cannot 
continue as we are not receiving new funds 
coming into the Estate Gift use fund. Over the 
next few weeks, we will be developing plans to 
try and increase our giving.  
The Board did authorize funds from the building 
fund to significantly upgrade our AV systems.
The building fund is a separate fund set aside 
by the Board for maintenance of the building, 
improvements, and remodeling. Currently, this 
fund is sufficient to cover Phase One of our long-
range plan. According to our bylaws, these funds 
are not to be used for operating expenses. 
As we pray for our Lord’s guidance of our 
financial situation, I would like you to 
prayerfully consider your giving. 
I want to thank Margie Talley for her wonderful 
message on giving at the May 1st, 11:00 AM 
worship service. These are her words that we 
may all reflect upon:
“When we choose to give someone a gift, it is 
most often not because they expect it, or because 
we feel obligated to give it. We choose to give 
because we love them. It’s a natural response. 
When we talk about giving to our church, we 
choose to give of our time, talents, and finances, 

not out of obligation. We choose to give because 
we love the Lord. It’s a natural response. If we 
think about the resources we have, it’s easy 
to feel like there is no way we can make a 
difference. But we can make a difference. No 
matter how much we can give, God will use it.”

All-Church Clean Up Part 2
Saturday, May 14th 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
In preparation for Regional 
Assembly, we will be cleaning 
indoors and out, something 
for everyone. We had a won-
derful response last time, so 
let’s do it again!  

Pentecost & Chicken Potluck
Sunday, June 5th, is Pentecost, and we are 
celebrating with a CHICKEN Potluck! SFCC will 
be serving ALL kinds of chicken dishes and we 
need YOU to bring your favorite side dish, salad 
or dessert. Free for church members and their 
families. Join us right after the 11:00 service, 
downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. (No Coffee 
Hour)

Help! Volunteers needed to assist in the  
Media/Sound booth
No experience needed, just a willingness to 
learn. This is an important part of our worship 
ministry. Please consider being part of a team of 
dedicated volunteers who enhance our  
worship services.
Mark Ridings, Keeper of the House

Announcements!Announcements!Dr. Orin Bruton, Board Chair
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Another Pep Talk from Kid President to You

It’s the end of another school year and we know 
you’re exhausted . . . Seems like a good time for 
a pep talk! If you remember nothing else from 
THIS VIDEO, remember this: You. Are. Needed. 
Not just because you have little humans who 
depend on you. You, as an individual, are very 
much an important part of our world, and we 
love you! 

Shredding Event:
Gratitude to all of you who brought your 
recycling to the Shredding Event on April 29th. 
Special acknowledgment of Nancy Vowell for 
providing a warm SFCC welcome to the dozens  
of people who came through.
Pastor Matt

Thinking ahead to “Christmas in July”
Are you ready to participate in CWF’s new  
fundraising event, “Christmas in July?” 
• Mark your calendar now for Saturday, July 

23rd and Sunday, July 24th.
• Now is the time to sort through your  

Christmas decorations for lovely items you 
no longer need; box and label them  
“Christmas in July,” and put them where they 
are easily accessible. We’ll be accepting  
donations between June 1st and June 17th.

• Start thinking of folks you will invite to come 
to our “Christmas in July” event to replenish 
their Christmas decorations and find some 
lovely Christmas gifts.

• For questions and/or to volunteer, contact 
Carol Talley at 503-428-3368 or email:  
caroltalley@me.com. 

Parenting Tip
Pastor Michelle

Salem For Refugees Luncheon
SFCC saw a large turnout May 1st for the soup 
luncheon and engagement with Salem For 
Refugees (SFR) presenter, Krista Hoffman.Over 
43 SFCC members were riveted by the dynamic 
Ms. Hoffman and we express our collective 
gratitude for Ms. Hoffman’s volunteerism and the 
critical work of SFR with our newest neighbors 
in our fair city. 
Next steps in discerning the leading of the Holy 
Spirit will be the creation of a special Task Force 
under the Serving Ministry Team. Prayers gladly 
received for clarity to hear God’s calling.
Pastor Matt

Gratitude!
I would like to thank all of you - staff and 
members - who have worked so hard these 
last two years to keep our church alive. As I 
looked at the pictures of Easter, I saw each of 
you serving our congregation with love. Each 
one of you has given us a beautiful gift.
Thank you.
With Love, Pat Gest

https://youtu.be/D_9rAxvDOko 
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Salem First Christian Church STAFF

Senior Minister: Dr. James Brooks

Associate Minister: Rev. Michelle Harris-Gloyer

Associate Minister: Rev. Matthew Harris-Gloyer
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Office Manager: Melissa Houston
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We are proud members of:

oidisciples.org emoregon.org

The chalice symbolizes the 
central place of communion 
in worship for the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). The 
X-shaped cross of the disciple, 
Andrew, is a reminder of the 
ministry of each person and the 
importance of evangelism.

disciples.org

Call for All Graduates!
Please send us the names and graduating 
class of your family members so we may  

celebrate them in our next Scroll. 
Email: info@salemfcc.org

https://salemfcc.org/
mailto:info@salemfcc.org
https://www.oidisciples.org/
https://emoregon.org/
https://disciples.org/

