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... where love leads community

The congregation’s Board of Elders established 
the “Fellowship of the Towel” award in 1978. 
The inspiration was born from “John 13” and the 
story of Jesus being a servant to His disciples by 
washing their feet and drying them with a towel. 
The Fellowship of the Towel is a recognition 
given to those who have given themselves to 
the service of Christ. Our hope is to honor those 
people, often unrecognized and behind the 
scenes, who have gone to extraordinary lengths 
to perform tasks “above and beyond” the call of 
duty for the congregation.

On Sunday, January 16th, 2022, we honored JD 
and Arty Day with the Fellowship of the Towel 
award. This couple met at a Parents without 
Partners meeting and have been married 
almost 40 years now. They are known for their 
consistent participation in meal preparation 
for more than 20 years and took over the 
Thanksgiving Dinner ten years ago. They serve 
God with a giving heart, joy, love and a positive 
attitude. We see this regularly as they always 
respond to our requests with “yes.”
Doug Johnson, Chair of the Elders

Fellowship of the Towel
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Sharing Faith  
by Dr. James R. Brooks, Senior Minister

What can you do to 
create the beloved 
community?

It can seem an 
overwhelming 
endeavor. As we 
celebrate Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day, 
we live in a world that 
continues to suffer 
from discrimination 
and oppression. I 
know there is much you and your family can do 
to make a difference.

I know this firsthand. My earliest memories of 
confronting discrimination are from my high 
school years. I remember confronting teammates 
who made racist comments when I was swim 
team captain. I remember rejecting an invitation 
to join the Klan.

I knew the correct answer to these encounters 
because of my family and my church. I was 
raised by people who taught me to follow Jesus. 
I grew up in a congregation that taught me to 
follow Jesus.

In my faith journey, I find that following Jesus 
leads me to enjoy an inclusive community. 
Jesus gives me the hopes and dreams of a table 
where everyone is invited 
regardless of their race, 
orientation, gender, age or 
ability. It has been my joy to 
lead in a way that affirms my 
following of Jesus.

I remember inviting an 
African-American classmate 
to fill the pulpit at my 
student church while I was 
on vacation. Before the 
Sunday, I cautioned Donald 
(my friend) that I had not 
seen an African-American in 

that town, but I knew the folks as loving. After 
the Sunday, Donald and the congregation both 
told me they looked forward to my next vacation.

Not every attempt to curate an inclusive 
community has gone as smoothly. Things worth 
doing are worth the struggle. Sharing the all-
inclusive love of Jesus is always rewarding.

I was once counseled that it is beyond us to eat 
the whole apple in one bite. So it is with the 
brokenness of humanity. Rather than a cause for 
dismay, this is advice for us to focus on those 
around us.  

You and your family can make a difference.

The theme for this year’s Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day, according to the King Center, is “It Starts 
with Me: Shifting Priorities to Create the 
Beloved Community.”  

I hope that you and your family had a meaningful 
holiday.

__________________________________

"Love is the greatest force in the universe. 
It is the heartbeat of the moral cosmos. 

He who loves is a participant in the being 
of God."

- Martin Luther King, Jr.
From a handwritten letter penned in the mid-1960s

__________________________________
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Birthdays January 20 - February 2
Scott Bigham ...........................January 20
Bruce Gilbertson ..................... January 22
Lorna Johnson ......................... January 23
Caden Melzer .......................... January 23
Joe Resch ................................January 24
Mia Bledsoe ............................January 26
Kathy Boles .............................January 26
Janet Schafer ...........................January 28
David Decker ..........................January 29
Myrna Phillips ........................January 29
Mary Lou Hazelwood ..............January 30
Bob Olson ................................ January 31
Sarah Dalke ............................. February 1

Our Church Family
Condolences
Edward Borlin, Sr., Tina (Cox) McArther’s 
father, passed away on January 5. Our prayers 
and sympathies go out to Tina and her daughter, 
Christina, and the rest of the family.

Glenda Stokes, Mark Switzer's aunt, passed 
away on January 15 at the age of 92. Our prayers 
and sympathies go out to Mark and the rest of 
the family.

Prayers 
Bob Adams, stage 4 cancer

JD Day, health issues

Craig Johnson, recovering from melanoma 
surgery 

Monique Ownby, severe neck pain

Ciara Simmons, recovering from cleft palate 
surgery

Walt Adolf, recovering at home

Pat Gest, recovering from bowel surgery

Flower Calendar 2022
Please consider sharing your celebrations 
and memories with the congregation by 
providing Sanctuary fl owers for 
Sunday worship. The calendar is 
posted on the bulletin board 
by the church offi  ce.  

~Thank you.

Attendance
January 9 in-person online
8:30 ................. 19
9:30 ................. 42 ................. 92
11:00 ................ 72 ................. 179
January 16 in-person  online
8:30 ..................15
9:30 ..................24 ................ 85
11:00 .................77 ................. 101

Total Offerings for December, 2021, 
came in at $50,318.

Week of Compassion Ministry for 
the Tornado Disaster in the Midwest 
brought in $4,503.
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Movie Night

All-Church & Kid-Friendly!
Friday, January 28

6:00-8:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

FREE, including pizza, salad, and popcorn.
You can VOTE on the movie selection! — at the 
church by paper ballot or going online and fill-
ing out the Google form: https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdr_noBbsBxp_iQFbtXZbgUxYnWB-
K2QPC8nVIc05pmTLw6YOw/viewform
Please vote only once. The winning movie 
selection will be announced by email the week 
of Movie Night!
Masks are required and people will sit in family 
groups. Bring your own pillows, blankets, or 
camp chairs to get comfortable, if you’d like!

For any questions about the Regional Women's 
Event, Movie Night, or our Children's Ministry, 
feel free to reach out to Pastor Michelle at the 
church or email: michellehg@salemfcc.org.
_______________________________________

CWF Book Sale Coming Soon!

February 4th, 5th, and 6th! 

Now is the time to bring in all your books, office 
items, games, puzzles, CD’s and DVD’s. PLEASE, 
no encyclopedias, VCR tapes, cassettes, or dam-
aged items. (Throw those away so we won’t have 
to.) It is helpful if the items are in boxes, but not 
too heavy. Bring to the “accordian room” just off 
the Fellowship Hall.

We also need people to work the shifts on the 
days of the sale, so contact the women’s group 
leaders or Penny Blackwell. It has been two years 
since we had a sale, and we are looking forward 
to earning money for our missions giving.

Blessings, Penny Blackwell, CWF President

Christian Church Oregon & 
SW Idaho Disciples Women 
Regional Women’s Event Online

Saturday, January 29
10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon, on Zoom
Pastor Michelle will be one of the presenters at 
this women’s event — exploring how we nurture 
others and ourselves. To find out more and to 
register online go to: https://www.oidisciples.org/on-
line-women-s-events-sales
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The Autumn 2021 edition of La Concha
magazine, published "Of Many Steps," 
written by Dr. James Brooks.
Standing in the post office at Pamplona, I 
rejoiced. I was mailing home a couple of pounds 
of unnecessary items. The Correos agent was my 
confessor: I had packed my fears.
Before leaving home, I prided myself in packing 
light. With a laugh, I set aside items such as the 
medical kit with the fancy case and the paramed-

Of Many Steps

ic-quality scissors. I felt so smart to opt for the 
simple ziplock bag sans scissors.
Three days after leaving St. Jean Pied de Port, 
I was letting go of my pride. Having shipped 
a coat, socks, and more, I was relieved. 
Walking out of Pamplona, I was confident I had 
accomplished the big letting-go.  
The Camino was not done with me, however. 
The reusable liquid container I had carefully 
filled with soap was forgotten in an albergue 
bathroom. A tripod clamp dropped out of my bag 
along the way into Burgos.  
The most comical experience was in Foncebadón. 
After dinner, the topic of packing fears came up. 
Long story short, I began spreading my medical 
kit on a table for review by my peers. After many 
laughs at the fears, I continued to carry 250 
cotton swabs for a 30+ day journey!!! I left half 
of my medical kit on the table for others to enjoy.  
Upon quick reflection, what I carried was pride, 
fear and comfort. I could weigh this in kilograms 
per step for an entire Camino. Then I learned to 
let go, to rest in a more lasting experience that is 
freedom. Having fewer items to carry opened up 
more time to enjoy life, to focus on my pilgrim 
companions and fully engage with the Way. I 
most cherish the opportunity the Camino gave 
me to learn how to trust—trust the Camino will 
provide, that I am enough as I am, that God will 
see me through. Letting go gave way to trust.  
Last week, I confessed to my barber that I only 
use one soap in the shower and we laughed. I 
still enjoy the many steps of letting go. 
To read or download the complete magazine
visit: americanpilgrims.org.

“This sermon 
series during Lent 
is an opportunity 
to prepare for 
Easter and to 
deepen our 
spiritual journey.”

Dr James Brooks
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Reminder Board Members

Board Meeting Retreat
Saturday, January 29
9:30 am - Noon
Fellowship Hall

Let's begin 2022 together!




