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where love leads community

‘Tis The Season of Advent!
Advent Devotional
An Advent devotional is a great way to pause 
and recognize this special season leading up 
to Christmas. A brief scripture, reflection, 
and prayer for each day — over a meal or hot 
beverage break — can give a needed pause to 
still or nurture our soul. Disciples Seminary 
Foundation (DSF) has provided a great resource.
In covenant with the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) and in cooperation with ecumenical 
and educational partners, Disciples Seminary 
Foundation serves God through the formation 
and support of emerging theological leaders for 
diverse Christian communities. Our closest DSF 

partner is with Claremont School of Theology at 
Willamette University. I am honored to serve as 
member of the DSF board of directors because I 
know this ministry is listening to the Holy Spirit 
for the embrace of Christ’s Church for today and 
the future. 
This year’s Advent Devotional from DSF includes 
a collection of writers from across the Disciples 
of Christ, including a great devotion from our 
own Dr. James! You can download the devotional 
or sign up to receive daily emails.
https://www.dsf.edu/2021-advent-devotional 

Pastor Michelle

Sir Edward Burne-Jones Nativity Scene 1887-1891. Commissioned by the Corporation of Birmingham, 1887.
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Sharing Faith  
by Dr. James R. Brooks, Senior Minister

In a world so full of 
“either/or” choices, 
Christmas is a 
time of “both/and” 
opportunities.
In Luke 21:25-36, Jesus 
talks to his disciples 
about his return. He 
tells of how nations will 
be in distress because of 
the glory and greatness 
of his return. The seas 
will roar on his return.  

This is quite a contrast from the images of Jesus’ 
birth. The Nativity scene is serene. We envision 
a quiet manger with shepherds and magi adoring 
the vulnerable infant, Jesus. 
These two images of Jesus are contrasting: Jesus, 
son of God, come in power and strength and 
Jesus, son of Mary, born as fragile as all infants.  
Christians are called to embrace and follow 
“both/and.”  We are asked to believe both the 
power and the vulnerability of Jesus. This birth, 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus is a welcome 
that God is beyond our understanding while also 
personally known to us.  
How do you and I practice a Christmas of “both/
and?”
One way is to balance our focus. It may be 
tempting to share with the familiar, family and 
friends, during this season of joy. Similarly, it 
may be rewarding to give our season to the least 
among us. Our celebration of Jesus’ birth is more 
meaningful when we both renew our established 
relationships with carols and make a place at 
the table for the stranger we invite to share the 
season.
I am inspired by Doug Johnson’s communion 
meditation this past Sunday. Paraphrasing, Mr. 
Johnson asked if our celebration of Thanksgiving 
had included a new face at the table or the 
learning of something new from a familiar 
friend? It was a “both/and” hope for our 
communion celebration.
It is my experience that the “either/or” 
worldview leans upon a perception of scarcity. 

Scarcity tempts us to think there is not enough so 
we must choose between either/or.  There may 
be a finite amount of turkey and stuffing at any 
feast (and it would benefit my waistline). Of the 
things that do not rust or rot, abundance is the 
rule.
Love is an infinite resource. Seats at the 
communion table are limitless. Opportunities to 
exercise the God-given gifts do abound. I would 
suggest, that more often than we might realize, 
there is an abundance among the things that do 
rust and rot. Let us be mindful of the feeding of 
the thousands as a teachable moment.
Can you imagine yourself enjoying a “both/and” 
Christmas?  

Blue Christmas Service
The season of Advent and Christmas can lack 
feelings of “merry and bright” for many people. 
This service will hold a space for grief, sadness, 
loneliness, or otherwise blue spirits. Music, 
prayer, and candlelight will help to remind of 
light in the darkness — on the day that will lead 
into the longest night of the year (Dec 21). Come 
to worship God and be reminded that not-so-
merry feelings are ok — and you are not alone. 
The service will be short to welcome working 
persons on lunch break. Following the service 
will be additional opportunity for individual 
prayer and fellowship.
Wed, Dec 21, 12:00-12:30 pm in the Chapel
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Birthdays December 1-14
Joyce Zook ............................. December 3
JD Day ................................... December 4
Sherry Bell ............................ December 5
Sherry Highfi ll ...................... December 8
Libbyanna Resch .................. December 1c
Allen Geibel ......................... December 11
Caden Hammond .................December 12
Don Bell ...............................December 14
Pat Birdsong ........................December 14

Condolences

Keith Ridings passed away on November 26.  
Our sympathies and prayers go out to Mark (son) 
& Shari Ridings; grandchildren: Andrew, Zane, 
Taylor, Mariah, Dakota; great-grandchildren: 
Jeremiah, Alexander and Taylor; and the rest of 
Keith’s family. Services are pending.

Prayers for...

Bob Adams, stage 4 cancer
Leslie Carlisle, healing of her leg
JD Day, health issues
Lu Kay, healing from shingles
Beth Manzo, easy transition to memory care
Carol Talley, recovering from shoulder surgery
Marilyn Reischke, broken wrist

Attendance
November 21 in-person online
8:30 ................. 14
9:30 ................. 28 ................. 108
11:00 ................ 84 ................ 134
November 28 in-person  online
8:30 ..................13
9:30 ..................42 ................ 103
11:00 .................76 ................ 180

Our Church Family

Flowers
Dedicated by the Worshiping Ministry

for the month of December

Farewell
Dear FCC Family,   

Thank you for the warm farewell on Nov 21st - 
and for the opportunity to share and serve beside 
you over the last seven years. You have blessed 
me in so many ways,   

You will be missed -- but will always be in my 
prayers! 

God Bless, Marcia Gruchalla 
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4 Advent Giving Trees
Bring your items each Sunday in Advent to place 
underneath the trees, or during the week when 
the church is open. We will be delivering the 
items to the recipients the week after Christmas. 

Family Building Blocks 
Narthex Tree 
• Theme is “Family Game Night” 
• Bring unwrapped (new) family and children’s 

board games, card games, DVD’s, popcorn, 
hot cocoa...

Family Promise
Narthex Tree
• Theme is “Body Care”
• Bring unwrapped (new) shampoo, hair 

conditioner, body wash, hand soap (pump 
style), toothpaste, lotion...

Salem For Refugees coming to Salem
Gathering Area Tree (between Chapel and Parlor) 
• Theme is “Bedding Kits”
• Take a “gift tag” off  the tree and bring back 

new, unwrapped bedding  such as blankets, 
sheets, pillows, bed-covers...

Snack Bag Ministry 
Chalice Entry Tree 
• Theme “Staying Warm”
• Bring unwrapped (new) adult size hats, 

gloves, scarves, socks and warmers

CWF Christmas Tea & Treasures
Saturday, December 4, 12:00 noon
• $12 adults      
• $6 children 12 and under
• Masks are required except when eating or 

drinking.

Christmas Card 
Mailboxes
Alphabetical “mail slots” are in the 
gathering area by the Parlor doors, 
where you may put Christmas 
cards for your friends at SFCC.

Please be sure to check regularly 
and pick up YOUR cards!

CWF – Christmas Challenge
‘Tis the season, and don’t our Christmas 
decorations add to the joy of it all?  Before we 
know it, however, the New Year will be upon us 
and all those lovely Christmas ornaments, lights 
and bobbles will get packed away once again. 
At the end of this holiday, we encourage you to 
take the CWF challenge.  CWF is working on a 
fundraising event called “Christmas in July.”

As you box those decorations, examine each 
closely, asking yourself: “Is this a cherished item 
that I want to keep forever?” If the answer is 
“yes” then by all means place it in your “keeping 
box.”  If, however, it’s just a lovely thing you’ve 
enjoyed but has no real sentimental value, place 

that one in the CWF “Christmas in 
July” fundraiser box. If we all do 
this, then in July when we have our 
Christmas sale extravaganza, we 
may shop for “new” treasures that 
when added to our cherished ones 
will bring fresh joy to Christmas 
decorating in 2022.

If you have questions, feel free to 
contact Carol Talley at 503-428-3368 

or caroltalley@me.com

Many Hands Made for Lighter 
Work
Thank you to all who helped move the many 
boxes of Christmas and Advent decorations! Your 
time, eff ort and sweat are greatly appreciated.
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Advent Goodies for Kids, Youth, & Families!
Thank you to the Teaching Ministry Team and 
volunteers who helped gather supplies, pack, and 
deliver Advent Kits to families with young chil-
dren and mail Advent Calendar and Devotional 
Booklets to youth! Need the goodies? 
Contact Pastor Michelle or Pastor Matt.

Advent Family 
Table Time
Dec 5, 12, & 19 — 
6:00-6:30 PM
Each Sunday in 
Advent, we gather 
on Zoom to light 
candles, center 
kids’ voices in the 
sharing of our 

lives, and mark the journey of Advent together. 
This can be before, after, or even DURING your 
dinner time together! 

Joyful Singers

Age 3 to 5th grade — still practicing with Mrs. 
Kim on Sundays 10:40-10:55 AM through Dec 19 
for the 6:30 PM Christmas Eve Service!

We are so excited to have our young people 
involved with the celebration of Jesus’ birth as 
a congregation. Every child is so important to 
make this a special time, and we hope your 
family will be able to participate! 
Email michellehg@salemfcc.org for the link or to 
join the Parents & Families Email List.

Youth Ministry Upcoming Events:
Starting Dec 2nd, Youth Group is EVERY 
Thursday 6:45-8:00pm!
Dec 9th: Christmas Light Hike with Keizer FCC

• Meet at SFCC 6:00pm
• Transport to Keizer leaves promptly at 

6:15pm
• Wear warm clothes

Dec 11th: Keizer Holiday Lights 
Parade

• Meet at SFCC 5:00pm, then 
transport to Keizer

• Join Keizer FCC in their 
float and be a part of the 
parade!

• Return to SFCC by 9:00pm
Dec 16th: Regular Youth Group 
6:45-8:00pm
Dec 23rd: No Youth Group. 
Merry Christmas Eve-Eve!
Dec 30th: Regular Youth Group 6:45-8:00pm

Youth Ministry Bulletin Board
SFCC Youth Ministry is happy to share that 
Youth Sunday School and Thursday Youth 
Group will be utilizing the dynamic and diverse 
“Grow Curriculum.” Much appreciation to SFCC 
Children’s Ministry for the suggestion. 
- Pastor Matt
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Christmas Eve Services

 6:30 pm Multiple Music Ministries, 
Nativity, Hellelujah Chorus, 

Communion and Candlelight

11:00 pm Traditional Carols, Communion 
and Candles

Christmas at Noon Programs
Special Concerts have been arranged for the 
Wednesday “Christmas at Noon” programs: 
• December 15: Ensemble

Melissa Davey, Steve Fine and 
Kareena Slakey

• December 22: Steel Drums & Vocal
Brad and Elizabeth Hirsch 

~ The Worshiping Ministries Team




