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where love leads community

All-Church Rummage Sale!
• Thursday, November 4, 9:30 am - 3:30 pm
• Friday, November 5, 9:30 am - 3:30 pm
• Saturday, November 6, 9:30 am - 3:30 pm
• Sunday, November 7, 9:30 am - 12:30 pm 

(for church members only) 
Sorting days are Tuesday and Thursday from 
9:30 am until noon. If you would like to help, 
contact Joan Lloyd jello879@gmail.com, (home) 
503-585-0811 or (cell) 503-516-4126.

Sunday, October 31, 4:30 – 6:00 pm 
in the church parking lot 

Volunteers and Helpers – Betty Charnholm 
(503) 910-8219 or bjcharn1@gmail.com

Sign up for Trunks – Allison Pfaff 
503-851-5934 or allisonp.pfaff@gmail.com

Your financial donations to the Teaching and Caring 
Ministries are greatly appreciated.

Children and Families
Getting to Know You!

Family Social Hangout at EZ Orchards Harvest 
Fest - Saturday, Oct 23, 10:00-12:00
Meet up near the orchard’s entrance between 
9:30-10:00 AM. $10 per person; age 2 and 
under are free. A chance to get outside, enjoy 
the family, make new friends, and bask in Fall 
harvest fun! www.ezorchards.com 
Parents & Pastors Meet & Greet
Our new pastors wanna know all about you and 
your family! Come hang out and get acquainted! 
• Wed., Nov. 3, 12:00-12:45 pm — Zoom 
• Sat., Nov. 6, 10:00-11:00 am — Ike Box 

Coffee Shop 
• Wed., Nov. 10, 8:00-9:00 pm — Zoom 
• Sun., Nov. 14, time TBD 

— Salem FCC
RSVPs to michellehg@
salemfcc.org are optional, 
but they will help us to keep 
an eye out for you, (or send 
you a Zoom link)!

Pastor Michelle
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Sharing Faith  
by Dr. James R. Brooks, Senior Minister

Great communities 
celebrate the curious.

“Tourigrino” is the term 
used for those on the 
Camino De Santiago, 
who are tourists. They 
do not carry all their 
possessions and do not 
walk the entire route. 
Tourigrinos seem to 
approach the Camino 
as a museum, or a sight-

seeing event, or even a quick fix.

The label is often applied by pilgrims who deem 
themselves “true pilgrims” of The Way. These 
pilgrims may feel superior as they walk with 
dirty shoes and worn rucksack. With the best of 
intentions, the true pilgrims merely wish the 
Tourigrinos could engage a deeper experience of 
The Way of St James.

How a person is, on the Camino, is not nearly as 
important as being on The Way. Practices that 
lead to deeper engagement, however, may be 
recommended. Absence from the pilgrim path is 
a quarantine of zero impact.

Where do people live their best lives? Do we 
celebrate their presence in those places?

The pilgrim path is similar to our lives within the 
congregation. We have labeled families as “C&E” 
Christians, for they are most likely found in the 
sanctuary on Christmas and Easter. At our best, 

we wish they could have a deeper experience of 
Jesus. Other times, we are less gracious with the 
label.

A wonderful episode of Ted Lasso quoting Walt 
Whitman, “Be curious, not judgmental,”  implies 
church folk would benefit from being curious 
about the other as we celebrate the guests in our 
church. What an inspiring motto for a church 
evangelism team.  

Where curiosity is oftentimes the beginning of 
relationship, judgment is many times the 
conclusion of relationship. It is our business to 

invite people into 
relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Our 
core business is 
more than telling 
folks how to be 
a peg that fits in 
our pews. Imagine 
how vibrant our 
faith community 
could be as we 
invite folks with 
a curiosity that 
sings with ours!

Remember Zacchaeus from Luke 19? He climbed 
a tree in order to see better, and it also provided 
him a safe balcony seat. Because he was curious, 
and in the right place, Jesus called him. (If you 
are curious, you may read the rest of the story.)

Great communities celebrate the curious. 

Buen Camino!
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Happy Birthday!
Birthdays October 20 – November 2

Russ Colgan ......................... October 20
Joyce Frame ......................... October 20
Leanne Griffi  n ..................... October 20
Jacob Eaton ...........................October 22
Ann Krummel ........................October 22
Marni Carlson .......................October 23
Charlotte Dezotell .................October 25
Mary Weathers .....................October 25
Shane Johnson ......................October 26
Mike Stebbins .......................October 27
Murray McNeil ..................... October 28
Donna Rennick ..................... October 28
Suzanne Witter .....................October 29
Geonyul Byeon ..................... October 30
Jason Feary .......................... October 30
Deloris Johnson ..................... October 31
Colton Resch ....................... November 1
Laura Shinn ........................ November 1

Condolences
Lonny Hutton died on October 7. Our prayers 
and sympathies go out to his wife, Patsy, and his 
stepson, Patrick Birdsong.

June Leonard died on October 4. Our sympathies 
and prayers go out to her family.

Prayer Requests
Bob Adams, stage 4 cancer
JD Day, health issues
Joe Dyer, broken heel
Ellen Jull, under Hospice care
Ann Krummel and family, recovering from car 
accident
Keith Ridings, health concerns
Janet Schafer, broken shoulder
Greg Schar, recovering from hand surgery

Email Prayer Chain
If you would like to receive emails of our 
congregation’s prayer requests, please email 
Melissa Houston at melissah@salemfcc.org.

Attendance
October 10 in person online
8:30 ..................17
9:30 ..................17 ............. 111
11:00 .................67 ............ 154
October 17 ........in person online
8:30 ..................18
9:30 ..................20 ............ 99
11:00 .................88 ............ 131

Our Church Family
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“Love Your Neighbor”  
Submitted on behalf of the Serving Team by 
Rev. Matt Harris-Gloyer

Karen Armstrong is a preeminent scholar of world 
religions. In her 1994 book, A History Of God,
one theme that emerges is that several religious 
movements (including Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam) have at their core an ethic of compassion 
and justice. This ethic emerged in multiple places 
over various centuries but always in response to 
the obscene militarism of empires. Some of the 
prophets of the Hebrew Bible (our Old Testament), 
such as Amos, Micah, Isaiah, Ezekiel and Jeremiah 
are examples of the emergence of this ethic within 
Jewish tradition. Some 600-800 years after the 
prophets, Jesus adds to the well-established 
tradition of compassionate justice by calling for 
an addition — an ethic of love. This teaching is 
recorded succinctly in Mark 12:28-34 which may 
be summarized as “Love God and love neighbor.” 
Jesus wasn’t the first and would not be the last 
rabbi to say something like this, that love is the 
wholeness of Torah. And, I wonder if Jesus was 
one who most fully embodied (or lived out) this 
teaching. As followers of the loving ways of Jesus, 
we do our best to transcend the human-made 
barriers that separate peoples.

Soon, we shall have another opportunity to put 
our faith in a God of love into action. I learned, 
recently, that refugees from across the globe have 
been resettling in the Pacific Northwest for 
decades. Now, families fleeing war and 
persecution from Afghanistan are finding their 
way here, to Salem. Having had everything stolen 
from them, or destroyed, our new neighbors need 
basic clothes, food, bedding, cooking utensils, 
etc. I invite you to join with the Serving Team 
and the Youth to follow Jesus’ loving ways in 
welcoming our newest neighbors. We will be 
working with Salem For Refugees (SFR), a local 
non-profit organization authorized by the US State 
Department to resettle refugees. If you’d like to 
help, you may purchase local grocery gift cards 
and bring them to the church office. The Serving 
Team will deliver them to SFR. 

Soon, logistics will be ironed out so you may 
contribute specified, new household items towards 

“kits” that will assist recently arrived refugee 
families to furnish their home. The third tier of 
engagement will be an opportunity for volunteer 
“strong backs” to move household items into the 
homes. Keep a lookout for emails, Scroll notices 
and announcements in worship with forthcoming 
details.

Remember: God is good, God is love and we can 
show love to our new neighbors. Let’s put our 
faith into action!

Invitation to Wednesday Evening Bible Study; 
7:00pm on Zoom
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a 
tradition that, from its beginnings in the late 
18th century, was focused upon biblical study as 
one way to further a person’s discipleship and 
faithfulness to God’s covenantal community. 
When we read and educate one another, our faith 
is deepened, expanded and grows richer. 

“The Wednesday evening Bible study 
inevitably opens my eyes to interpretations 

and/or expansions of thought about a 
scripture that brings a new awareness 
or a new question to ponder. I love that 

even familiar scripture can be fluid 
and fresh when examined from varying 

perspectives.” 
~ SFCC Bible study participant

You are invited and encouraged to try out the 
Wednesday evening Bible study, which will 
break for 1 week on October 20th and resume on 
October 27th.
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Commitment Sunday - November 14
Giving does not simply happen – it is the result 
of faith, trust, intentional choice, and a life of 
discipline. Thank you for modeling this way of 
being a person of faith and for your commitment 
to “What Matters.” 
We join you in the 
hope of creating a 
culture of gener-
osity that touches 
every person in 
our church. 
Please plan to be with us November 14, for 
Commitment Sunday, as we off er our estimates 
of giving for next year and celebrate the abun-
dance of our God.

Youth Shopping Trip For Afghan Refugees
by Rev. Matt Harris-Gloyer

The SFCC 6th-12th grade Youth Group will gather 
on Oct 21st from 6:45-8:00pm where they will 
go shopping to complete a “bedding kit” to 
be delivered to our new partners, Salem For 
Refugees. Having learned about Jesus’ command 
to love the neighbor in the gospel of Mark, the 
youth are responding to put their faith into 
action.

Volunteer Opportunities with Middle and 
High School Youth:
Critical Need NOW!!  The 11:00am Sunday 
School class for 6th-12th graders needs teachers! 
Curriculum and guidance are provided by Pastor 
Matt. You don’t have to have an education or 
theology degree, just a willingness to listen and 
share. 

The Thursday Youth Group (6:45-8:00pm) 
needs adult chaperones/sponsors/mentors. 
Dates available to volunteer in November and 

December. 

For Youth and Volunteer 
opportunities, please inquire 
to matthewhg@salemfcc.org 

I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth…  

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers 
in the desert.  —Isaiah 43:19

Christianity is a story about transformation. As 
the brown grass turns to green and the leaves 
turn yellow, red, and orange — creation bears 
witness to transformation in our midst. It is all 
new… And yet, there is something that rings 
familiar as well. This has happened before, this 
cycle of seasons. This beauty, death, transforma-
tion, resurrection… 
This autumn, I invite you into a spiritual practice 
of creating “earth altars.” Get outside, take a 
wandering walk if you can, and collect some of 
nature’s elements, mostly those that are already 
fallen (perhaps leaves, acorns, fl owers, stones). 
Place those items in a basket or bag. And then 
create something. (Simple concentric circles will 
create a mandala!) Notice. And breathe deeply. 
The Holy Spirit is active around us, and within 
us, and begging to be noticed.
For more information about “earth altars,” visit 
https://gratefulness.org/resource/earth-altars-
a-practice-for-grateful-liv-
ing/ or come by my offi  ce to 
glimpse at a beautiful book 
entitled “Morning Altars: A 
7-Step Practice to Nourish 
Your Spirit through Nature, 
Art and Ritual,” written by 
Day Schildkret.

Peace to you ~ Pastor Michelle
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CWF Group Meetings for Wednesday, November 3

Mary Martha Group: 1:00 pm Church Library
Priscilla Group: 6:30 pm Church Chapel
Rosa Page Welch Group: 6:30 pm via Zoom
Jayanthi Wilson Group: will not be meeting 
this month due to the Rummage Sale

Friendship Tying Quilt Circle, October 27

The Friendship Tying Quilt circle will meet 
from 9:00 am – Noon in the Fellowship Hall. 
No experience is required. If you have ques-
tions, contact Lois Kinkaid (503) 362-6594 or 
by email: chulokin3@gmail.com. 
Please note that in November we will meet on 
Wednesday, November 17th.

One Combined Worship Service
Sunday, October 31, 10:00 AM
We are one church, and an occasional special 
combined service allows us to embody that 
identity. On October 31, the worship service 
will include the Celebration of Installation for 
our two newest pastors Associate Ministers, 
Rev. Michelle Harris-Gloyer and Rev. Matt 
Harris-Gloyer at 10:00 AM in the sanctuary. 
That’s right! One worship service so that we 
may all worship and celebrate together. 

See you there!




